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PREFACE. 



Several manuscripts have been em«* 
ployed in preparing these Volumes, all of 
unequal date^ and exhibiting considerap- 
ble discrepancies in style and matter. 
Two, to judge from external circumstauf- 
ces, belong nearly to the same period, 
the earlier part of the seventeenth centu- 
ry ; a third, which is divided into chap^ 
ters, and terminates with the year 1598, 
is somewhat more recent; and a fourth, 
intimately corresponding with it, is scarce 
above a century old. Probably manu-» 
scripts of greater antiquity may still be ex« 
tant, as a fragment has occurred, which, 
according to the specimen annexed, is 
not posterior to the age of Mary. 

The two older manuscripts, though de^ 
fective in some jincidents found in th« 
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rest, are more copious on the whole ; they 
narrowly coincide in substance, and are 
besides distinguished by that simplicity, 
which, in coeval wri lings, marks an ap- 
proach to originality. There is no inter- 
ruption of the narrative denoting that pas- 
sages are omitted ; the sense is complete, 
and the mode of their substitution some- 
times affords well-grounded presumption 
vof interpolation. Both these manuscripts 
contain theintroductorydescription,which 
is not seen in the others ; but the poetical 
address, prefixed to the first printed edi* 
tion, appears only in a single instaace. 

Many expressions, hitherto of doubtful 
import, are here explained, merely by 
restoring the words of the original; some 
obscurities yet remaining, must be ascrib- 
ed to incorrect transcription, and our im- 
perfect knowledge of Scotish antiquities. 

Preceding editions bear a title evident* 
ly of more modern structure. " A History 
of Scotland, from 1436 to 1565, by Ro- 
bert Lindsay of Pitscottie, with a conti* 
nuation by another band till August 
l604*'' In one old manuscript, the coi>*i^ 
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nuity of the text is uninterrupted, and the 
general titleof all is invariably as now re- 
tained. 

We can hardly affirm that it is satis* 
iactorily established who was the real 
author of the Chronicles. The older ma- 
nuscripts are silent on this head ; nor, 
throughout the contents of any, is there the 
mo$t remote allusion to his name or qua- 
lity. Nevertheless, in the following pre* 
fatory notice to two later transcripts, Ro- 
bert Lindsay of Pitscottie has claimed 
the work. As we certainly owe it to the 
successive labours of different individuals, 
who flourished at distant intervals; per- 
haps it is not inconsistent to admit, that 
he may have availed himself of the mate- 
rials collected by his predecessors. 

John Graham Dalyell. 

lith December ISiS, 



NOTICB RBSPBCTIN6 THB AltTHOR OP THB 
CHRONICLES. 



XlBER begineth the Historie and Cronicles off 
Scotlaody which was left unwritten be the last 
translators, to witt, Mr Hector Boes and Mr 
John Ballantyn, who ended ther chronicle att 
the slaughter of king James the First, which 
was from our redemption ane thousand four 
hundreth and xxxvi yeares, the tuenty ane 
day of Februar. Therfore wee follow hence- 
furth in order, beginning at king James the 
Second, so breifly succeiding all the kingis, 
queens, governours, and regents, that hath 
been since the said day forsaid, wnto this day 
and dait heirefter following ; and furthermore, 
have sought, gathered, and collected, all the 
notable acts done be these foresaid princes in 
thair tymes, and all troubles and enormities 
of conspiratioun, fallen in lyk maner in ther 
dayes, is comprehended in this volume ; and 
speeiallie the maner of the reformatioun of the 
religioun and what was done therin, since the 



VIU NOTICE BESPECTING THE AUTHOR. 

fyftie and eight yeare, wntill the threescore 
and fyfteen yeare, sought, gathered, written, 
and collected hy me, Robert Lindsay of Pit- 
scottie, instructed and learned, and laitly in- 
formed be thir authors, as after foHowes : to 
witt, Patrick, Lord Lindsay of the Byres ; Sir 
William Scott of Balwinie, knight ; Sir Andro 
Wood of Largo, knight; Mr John Major, doc- 
tor of tbeotogie, who wrott his cronlcle heir* 
wpon; and also. Sir David Lindsay e£ the 
Mount, knight, alias lyonking of armes; with 
Andrew Wood of Largo, principall and fami* 
liar servant to king James the Fift; Andro 
Femie of that ilk, ane noblenoan of recent, me- 
mory ; Sir William Brace of Earieshall^iknight^ 
who hath written very justly aH the deeds 
since Fkmdoun Feild. 



ITBAKB BB6INBS ANE BRBIFE OISC1tIPTlt>KB 09 
INGLAND, SCOTLAND, WAILLIS AND COSNB* 
WAILL. 



Bkittanb or Bfutane, which by tuo namw 
is called Ingknd and Scodand^ is an iUand iit 
ocean sea, situal rich! orer against France ^ 
one pairt of which the Ii^ismen doe inhabite^ 
and the other pairt Scotlis: the tkaid pairt 
Welschmen, and the feuith pairt Corniscb- 
men. All they, atther in language, condU 
tione, or lawis, doe differ amoi^est thaoiselffis. 
Ingland, so called of Inglischmen» which 
did win the same, is the greatest pairt, and is 
diyydit in fourtie countries, which we call 
sctrjrres, wbairof ten, that is to say^ Kent» 
Sussex, Surrey, Southampton, Barkschyre, 
Wiltschyre, Dorsetschyre,Sbmmersaittschyre» 
Dorenschyre, and ComewaiU, doe con^ 
tane the first pairt of that iUand: which 
patrt boundeth toward the south, andstandetb 
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betweine the Theamis and the sea. From 
thence to the river of Trent, which passeth 
throw the midest of Ingland, be saxteine 
schyres, quhairof the first six standeth east* 
ward, ar Essex, Midlsex, Harfotschyre, Suf- 
folk, Norfolk, and Cambridgeschyre. The 
other ten that standeth more in the midle oC 
the countrie ar these, Bedfoord, Hantingdoun, 
Buckinghame, Oxfoord, Northamptoun, Rut- 
land, Leichester, Nottinghame, Warwick, and 
Lincolne. Efler these thair be six that bor- 
der wastward vpoun Waillis; as Glocester, 
Herfoord, Worcester, Schorpschy re, Staffoord, 
Chester, and Monmouth. About the midle of 
the regione ly Darbieschyre, Yorkschyret 
Lancaster, and Cumberland. On the l^ft 
hand, toward the wast, is Wastmc^Iand; against 
the same is the bischoprick of Durhame, and 
Northumberland, which boundeth vpoun the 
north in the merchi« of Scotland* 

These schyres be divydit into tuentie tuo 
bischoprickis, which by a Gre^k word be 
called diosces. Canterburie hath. Kent ; Ro» 
Chester hath pairt of Kent; Londoun hath Es* 
sex, Midlesex, and pairt of Hareford ; Ches- 
ter hath Sussex, Winchester, North Hanip- 
gchyre, and the He of Wight ; Cornwailj 
hath Waillis and Somersettschyre; Worcester 
hath Worcester, and pairt of Warwickschyre ; 
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Ghdcester hath Glocester; Harefoord halh 
pairtofSchropscfayre, aod Harefoordschyre; 
Covemrie and Leichfield halh Staifordschyre^ 
Derbiescbyre halh pain of Warwickschyre, 
and pairt of Schorpsofayre : Lincolne, which 
IS the greattest, lying betuixt the Tbeames 
and Homber, hath Lincolne» Leycester^ 
Huntingtonn, Bedfoord, Buckingame^andthe 
residue of Harefoord ; Harefoord hath Elie^ 
Cambridgeschyre, and the He of Eiie; Nor- 
wich hath Sttfiblk and Norfolk, and pairt of 
Cambridgeschyre ; Oxfoord hath Oxfoord* 
schyre ; Petterborrow hath NorthamtonKby re, 
and Rutland; Bristow bath Dorsetschyre, and 
Ibis is the province oi tl^ Archbishoprick of 
Canterburie, which is the primatt of all Ing- 
landj with Waillis. The Archbishoprick of 
York bath Yorkschyre» Notinghame, and ane 
peice of Lancaschyre ; the bishoprick of Dur- 
bame hath the bishoprick commonlie called 
Northumberland; Chester hath Chester, and 
most pairt of Lancaschyre ; Richmond hath 
pairt ci Flintschyre, and Denbighschyre ; 
Carelel cimtaineth Westmurlandand Cumber- 
land ; and this is the other province of the 
archbishoprick of York, which is ane other 
province of Idgland, [and was ane long tyme 
also primate of all Scotland. Boi these dios<^ 
ces.tak thair names of the cities quhair these 
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aeattes be (daced, the chiefe quhailrof be Loti« 
don, quhair in the beginning waa the aroh* 
bishopis seatt^ bot afterward transported to 
Canterburie» ane citte in Kent, placed in aiie 
soyle amiable and pleasant. 

London standeth on the north syd of 
Theames. That most ejtcellent and goodUe 
river hath first the name of Ise, and begineth 
in Cotleswold in Glocesterschyre, about ane 
myle fromTitberrie, and alsmuch from the hie 
way called Fesse, and it taketh ifirst the dafiote 
of Theamis near to Dorcester bridge, quhair 
the river Theames and the forsaid Ys meitt, 
and so with ane manreUous quyet coiirs pas- 
seth by London, and then breaketh wnto the 
French ocean^ be mony tydis, which twyse 
in twentie four houres space doe ebb and 
flow more nor thriescoir myUes ; to the great 
comoditie oftrarelleris^by the which all kindis 
of merchandice be easilie conveyed to London, 
the principall store and steple for all commo- 
dities> etc. within that realme. 

Vpoun the same river is placed ane stone 
bridge, ane work verie rare and marvellous, 
which bridge hath, rekoning the draw-bfidge, 
twentie arches, maid of foursquair stone ; 
of height thriescoir futes, and of breadth 
threttie fates, distant on from another twentie 
futes, compact and joyned to idder with wol- 
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jAn and sellaris. Vpoun both sjdis be housis 
built, that it seames rather ane contioewall 
streit than ape bridge. 

The ocean sea doeth bound Ingland, the 
first pairt of Brittane, east and south Waillis, 
and Cornwall wast. The rivar of Tweid di«- 
yydeth Ingland and Scotland, north; the 
length of the illand at Portesmoutht in the 
south pairt, and ending at the river Tweid in 
the norths containeththrie hunder and twentie 
Biyllis. 

This realme, abone otheris, is most fruitfuU. 
Not far beyond it is fuU -of montaines, and 
although to the beholderis of that countrie, 
that far of it niay seeme plaine^ yitt it is full of 
maine hillis, and these for the most pairt 
Vode of tries ; the walleyis quhairof be werie 
delectable, inhabited for the most pairt with 
noblmen, quho according to the ancient and 
old ipaner, desir not to dwell into cities, hot 
i|igh vnto walleyis and riveris, in several vil- 
lag^s, for awoyding of vehement windis^be- 
cans that iland naturallie is ^ormie. 

Humbre hath his beginning a little on this 
sydofYork, and by and by runneth south- 
ward» and then holdeth his course eastward, 
and so into the maine sea, greajtlie increased 
by the rivar of Dun and Trent, etc« Trent 
Ijwginneth a Utle jfrom StQ£SiH>rd, running 
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throw Darbischyre and Leichesterschyre^ 
passing by Leichfield and Nottinghame on 
the richt hand, and Dun on the left ; so that 
both the rivaris doe mak on iland^ which is 
called Ansholme, and than joy neth togidd^r. 
In this syd Kingstoun vpoun Hull, ane good- 
lie merchant toun, they fall into Huinbre ; by 
which river they may arrive out of France, 
Grermanie^ and Denmark. Ingland is fruit* 
full of beastisi and aboundeth with cattle, 
quhairfoy the inhabitantis be rather for the 
most pairt grasieris then plewmen, becaus 
they give thamselffis more to feiding than to 
tillage, so that almost the thrid pairt of the 
countrie is employed to catle, dear> rid and 
fallow, goattis quhairof thair be store in the 
north pairts, and countries of conies everie 
quhair. Thair is jollie maintenance of these 
sortis of beastis, becaus it is full of great 
woodis, quhairof, thair is pastyme of hunting 
greatlie exercised, speciallie be the nobilitie 
and gentlmen. Andro Board sayeth, thair be 
more parkis in Ingland than in all Europe be- 
syd. 

Scotland, ane yther pairt of Brittane, which 
at this tyme I have thought guid to treat of 
at large, that no farther mention of the situa-* 
tion might be maid heirefter, begane sumtyme 
at the hill called Grampius, now called 
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Graiitesbane, stretching to the farthest coast 
northward. Bot efter the overthrow of the 
Pickis^ it begane at the river Tweid, and sum- 
tyme at the river of Tyne ; the fortoun of 
warres altering the same as it doeth all other 
thingis. Thairfoir the lenth of Scotland from 
Tweid to the farthest coast, is esteemed to be 
four hundreth auchtie my His. Bot as Scot- 
land is broader thanlngland, so it is longer and 
endeth lyk ane wedge; for the montane Gram* 
plus is evill favoured and craigie, which Taci- 
tus in the lyfFe of Julius Agrecola doeth re- 
member, pearcing throw the bowels of Scot* 
land from the coast to the Germane sea, that 
is to say, from the mouth of the river of Die, 
to the Irisch sea, evin to the Laik Lowmond, 
which lyeth betweine that countrie and that' 
same hill. The river of Tweid which spring- 
eth furth of ane litle hill, not far beyond Rox- 
burgh, is mingled with the Germane ocean,^ 
joy nand southward with that countrie, which is 
called the Marches, being the east boundis be- 
tuixt Scotland and Ingland. The said river of 
Tweid separatteth the merchesfrom Northum- 
berland, the farthest countrie of Ingland, hav- 
ing prospect to the Germane sea. The chiefe 
toun thairof is Berwick, now in possessioun 
of the Inglismen. The waster limite of Scot- 
land whillum was Cumberland, which the river 



tXVl IMTBOBOeTION. 

of Solue divydeth from AonerdaiU. Betuixt 
these tuo regtones Chii^eathilUs appear. Nixt 
to the merchesPichtland bordereth, now term- 
ed Lochdeo, bounding vpoun the east ane ver- 
rie hillie countries barrane almost of any tries. 
The most fe^mous tounes of the same be Dan- 
bar, Hadintoun, Leith, Narlhbenrick and Edin* 
bargh, the kingis seaU, quhair also is the 
castle of Maidenes, ane verrie strong and de- 
fensible place. By the same citie is the rirer 
of Forth, commonly called the Firth^ doeth 
waiter and pas by, which being carried to the 
Germane Ocean, maketh gritt armes or merely, 
commonly called the Scattis sea: quhairin, 
besyd vtheris, is the illaod of St Columbe, by 
name called i£monia. The same river de* 
vydedi againe from Lochden, a coimtrie 
quhair ar many tounes, as Dumfermling, Con- 
par, by the notable toun of Sanct Androis, 
speciallie famous for the universitie, and beu^ 
tified with the sea of the archbishop and 
primate of all Scotland. On the other syd 
towardis the Irisch syd, northward, is Nidis- 
dalia, bo called by the river that passeth thair- 
by,. quhair lie the strong tounes of Douglas 
and Dunfries. Upoun the south adjoyneth 
Galloway, more aboundant of fodder for cattle 
than of quheit, quhairin be the toun of Can- 
dida Cassa> now called Whittemej and the 



jattcieht toun of St Ninianes, adotried also 
with ane episcopal sea. In these pairtis be« 
sydis is the toun of Wigtoun, quhair thair is 
ane laik of wonderfull nature ; becaus the one 
sjrd dbeth freis in winter^ and the vther not. 
By that, standeth the countrie of Cariota, once 
renouned: the toun Carricta quhairof, per- 
chance it tuik the name abone Caricta. To- 
wardis the wast is £lgonia, by which name 
Ftolomie calleth that countrie, bordering vp- 
onn the ocean, quhair is the laik Lowmond, 
which is verie broad and large, containing 
manie illandis situat at the foote of the mon- 
taine Grantesbene, aught myllis from the 
castle of Dumbrytone, besydis the river Bo* 
dotria, now called Levinius, becaus it ap* 
peareth by Cornelius Tacitus, that Bodotria 
and Glota hare sundrie passages into the sea 
oitring into the river Glota or Qlude. Hear 
sum doe contend, that the name of Bodotria 
is not weiU applyed to Levinius for the rea* 
son fersaid, and ar said to be clearlie dirempt 
Off from the other, as Levinius and Glota ar 
net: 'qufaairfoir they judge the river, now 
cdled the Firth, to be that which of old had 
to neaae'^Bodotriay aad. to prove the same, 
they ad many resoones which hear I omitt. 
Bot a^gnid space .on^ this syd of Gran^iu^ 



ryseth ibe fiver of Tay, the greatest hi aH 
Scotland^ talking h)s name of ane laft frorii 
whence it springeth, whicih falleth by Atholia 
and Calledonia by manie phjotSj but cfat^flie 
by Perthenin now called Saiict lohnstoan„ 
and lastKe by Dundie, in tymes past called A- 
lectrim, and thair breaketh into the Germane 
siea[, and at the mouth forceth great* east^ 
wares or armes of the isea, qnhairof Tacilas 
maketh mentioun^ Againes Tay is AAgus,. 
which, bymeanis of that river> is^ fertile audi 
prosperous) and is divyded from Fyffe be tbe 
same. Upon the north adjoynetfa AtKolU aoil 
the barrenest cpontrte, als weill for waiter aa 
for'plentie of soylL On the Yther pairti Ard* ^ 
gyle showing itselff, which being full of laakis; 
y^ildeth: great plesitieA of fbdd^ x quhc^ia i^tf* 
termost boundis stretqbefth so far a^ Irkod^ is 
not distat)!' passing sixleiiie myllisb ehtmk 
which the promontorie orforlaod caUed Xam* 
dishead standeth^ That boast qubiUom.* the 
I^Uures did inhabite, /as Pello^oros galhe^ecth. 
1^ the wotdis of Plmie^iahis 4 buikv l&efai^Bu 
Irlaod being sitnat over agnnneslJBiittatlei 
i^ distant ftom the imtioan 0f the Sikiirea^by 
the scfaoctest cmt, twebAie 9iyH»i ISnm sum 
olhepis,iand.ali^:it' is manifest iB^^hdiaimi 
and Ktinid itt the samb chapter^ add .also hy. 
other wrytteris, that Bvlttane was not so weiU 
I 



ktewTm M f» north. Howbek^ be iiie«ii^d 
xvrt by this, that: the Silares sbouM ioJa^abit. 
ArdgykiirotrsifherSouth WaUUs^from wiheace 
the passage over was better knowne) aad, as 
he might have vaderatandiagt schortest also ; 
<]^faair alsweill Tacitiis as Antooinus $eimes 
to place thiat fieople hetuixi Ardgyle amd 
Lennox. 

Westward lyeth the countrie of Stirling, so 
cafiledby anetoanthair. Heaj? the forest of Ca-. 
leiAonia begane, on the left syd, which within 
streeheth fare and abroad. Thia forrest i^ddl*^ 
tyoie bred quhyte buiiis^ long manied like, 
lyones^ which war so wyld aa they could n(K 
be tamed. Bi^ because the flesch waa fiea^ 
sant and diliolie to the mouth, the haill race 
of them almlosl is extingoisbed. Thairlyk*^ 
wayes lis the castle of Galidone; situM by: 
Taus, caU^ Doncherden* From aae lilie bill 
of thfe Ibrrest, ryseth Giotta or Glude, which, 
by «Mbroad channel^ falUeth into the.Irisch 
dceam i forstayed in a maner by the bankis o^ 
tJie^ipabntane Grampdus^ it slydeth into th4 
seiL by great tydii^ so as witoesseth TaicituSc 
^uhfim the Rjomaiies thought to be ane othoff 
ialaod of thttt viver, that was dayUe called 
QlottwmlU which couhlri^ that river ^unatb 
bj^;ia»dl HI tbiesantie is. the oitie of Gkkgow, 
9iie^|^iiittie4^versitie. . 
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Againe, toward the east, is the conntrie of 
Angus and Mearnes, vpoun the sea coasts 
quhatrin Fordoan by situation is verte strong, 
and for the relictis of St Palladins, the Scot- 
tish apostle, famous. On the same syd of 
Scotland is the countrie of Marre, garnisched 
with ane citie called Aberdene, standing be*- 
tuixt the tua riveris Doun and Dea, with ane 
guidlie vniversitie, adorned alsoe with ane 
episcopall sea, and tuo fair bridges on the 
said tuo riveris Doun and Dea ; the on 
of sewin arches of four squair stone, yerie 
rare and marvellous, and the other ane arche 
of curious workmanschip. These tuo ri- 
veris aboundeth also with great plentie of 
salmond iisches, by the which the inhabi- 
tants of that cittie ar greatlie inriched. Then 
followeth Murray, which the tuo notable ri- 
veris doe compas about, Nessa and Spea : Att 
the mouth of the last river standeth the toun 
of Elgine, about the bankis thairof be hudge 
woodis, repleniscbed with all kyndis of wyld 
beastis. Thair is also ane laik called Spina^^ 
stored with plentie of s wanes. Bot in the 
midle pairt standeth the broad countrie of 
Rossa« now called Beenerozen, stretching to 
the vttermost angle, evin to both the seaes, 
and the farther it goeth eastward, it is the bet- 
ter inhabited. In the same is ane bosom qf 
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the sea, now and then so convenient for sail-^ 
leris, as it is commonlie called the port of 
health, or the heavin of saiftie. The breadth 
of the island is verie schort, for, falling into the 
form of ane wadge, it is scant thrittie mylles, 
over which defendeth with thrie promonto- 
ries lyk toures, repelleth the great vaves and 
surges of the sea, invironed with tuo gulfes, 
which these promontories doe inclose. The 
entries be quyet and calme, and the watter 
peaceable. The strait of that land is at this day 
called Caithnes, coasting vpoun the sea Deu- 
callidon. And this much of the particularis 
of Scotland^ Bot the same is everie place full 
of guid heaviues and navigable entressis, laikis 
with marsches, floodis, fontaines verie full of 
fisches, and montanes, vpoun the topis quhair« 
of be pleasant plaines, yielding great store of 
grase, and plentie of fodder for cattle, woodis 
also full of wyld beastis. That pairt of the 
land is verie weill sustained with commodities, 
and thairfoir the people hard to be vanquisch- 
ed at on tyme, be reasone of the woodis atid 
marisches that be at hand, for refuge of hunger^ 
eased with venisone and fisch. 

Without Scotland, in the Irisch seaes, ar 
many illandis now discovered, to the number 
of ane hundreth and fourtie : sume of thes€ 
ar in length threttie my His, bot in breadth not 
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zhavb twdtff my^lkss amongest ithaine i^ lonaiv 
beantifiFed with the tomb of the Scottish kipgis. 
The iilanderis generallie speak Irisch, whichi 
declaireth thame to tak thair origiaali of the- 
Irisch /natione. 

Beyond Scotland, towardis the north, lie the 
illee of Orchades, which Ptolorae sayeth to 
be tbriescoir in number ; sum lying in the 
Deucalidone sea^ and sum in the Germane 
Ocean. The princrpall of these islaadis is 
Pamonia, because it is a biscliopis sea, and is 
vnder the government of Scotland* The it- 
ktnderis vse the Gothis speach, which ar^ 
gneth thame to proceid from the >Germanes4 
They be tall of stature, but verie heal thie,. and 
histie of bodie and mynd, leiving uerie iong> 
although thair cheifest fpod be fisches.: quhair 
the land is almost continewallie besett with 
cold in msanie places, and is. not able to heir 
eorne^ and generallie almost without trie or 
busch. 

Beyond the Orchadis lie the illandis of 
Scotland, under the command of the king of 
3cottis^ and beyond these standeth Thule» id 
the frozen sea> now called Iseland, to which 
our merchantis repaire everie yeir for fis^hing, 
, in the soiner. And this mueh of the scite ot 
Scotland ; now of the nature and maneris of 
^he peoj^le: ... 



The Soottis w^ich inhabite in thfe^bHtherae 
pairt be weill nurtured^ and leive in guid civilU 
tie, and the most civill vse the Inglisch speach ; 
and for thair wode thair is geasone and scant ; 
tfaair cbimnoun fewell is of stones, which they 
^ig out of the earth. The other pairt north* 
erne, ar full of montaines, and verie rud and 
homlie kynd of people doeth inhabite, which 
is called the Reidschankis, or wyld Scottis. 
They be cloathed with ane mantle, with ane 
schirt fachioned * arter the Irisch maner, go* 
ing bair legged to the knie. Thair weapones ar 
bowis and dartes, with ane verie broad sword* 
and ane dagger scharp onlie at the on syd. 
All speik Irisch, feiding vpoun fisches, milk, 
cheise, and jflesches, and having great num- 
beris of cattell. The Scottis differ from the 
Inglisch in lawes and customes, becaus they 
vse the civill law as almost all other coun* 
tries do. The Inglisch have thair awin lawis 
- and edictis. In certane other conditiones 
they be not far vnlyk. Both thair lan- 
guages is one, thair habite and compleq- 
tione alyk : On courage in battle, and in the 
nobilitie on desir, and pregnancie in hunting. 
The countrie houssis be narrow^ covered with 

• Or Saffroiied^ 
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strae and reid, quhairinthe pclople aiid beieu^Usr 
doe lige togidder. 

Thair tounes, besydis St Johnstoun, ar vfi« 
walled, which is to be ascry ved to thair am^ 
imositie and hardines, fixing all thair succouris 
and help in the valiencie of thair bodies. The 
Scottis ar verie wyse, as thair learning declair- 
eth, for to quhatsoevir airt they doe apply 
thamseliiis, they doe easilie proffeit in the 
I same. Bot the idle and sloathfnll, and sueh 
as doe shun and avoyd labour^ seeme in gritt 
porertie, and yit will not stick to boast of thair 
I gentilitie and noble birth, as thoucht it war 
more semlie for the honest to laik, then ootolxe 
by exercise of sum honest airt to gett thair 
Kveing, Bot the Scottis be generallie devot 
observaris of religione. And this much of 
Scotland. 

Wailles, the third pairt of Brittane, l3reth 
vpoun the left hand, which, lyk ane promonto- 
rie, or forland, or ane ille, as it war, on everie 
syd is compassed with the maine sea, except 
it be on the sputh east pairt, with the river of 
Sabrine, commonlie callit Seuerane, which di- 
vydeth Waillis from Ingland : although some 
late wryttaris affirme Herefoord to be a land 
betuixt Wailles and Ingland, and say that 
Waillis begines at the Chepstow, quhair the 
liver Wey augmentetb, with ane other river 
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ealled Lnge, passing by to Herfoord^ doeth 
rune into the sea *, which river rysseth in the 
midle of WaiUes out of that hill, bot yncer- 
lane whidder out of that spring that Sahrine 
doeth ;- for evin to that place thair goeth ane 
great arme of the sea, which passeth thorow 
the land wastward» on the richt hand leiveth 
Cornwaill, and on the left Waillis» which to- 
pographic or discriptione, although it be new, 
yitt I thought guid to foUow* Thairfoir Wailtis 
is extendit from the toun of Chepstow, quhair it 
begineth almost be ane strait lyne a Utle abone 
Shrewisberrie^ evin to Wast Chester, north- 
ward VDto that pairt. Sua many of the Brit- 
tanes aa remained alive efter the slauchter and 
loose of thair countrie, att the lenth being dri« 
vin to thair schiftis, did repair, as ancient wryt- 
tans doe report, quhair, pairtlie throw refuge 
of the montaines, and pairtlie of woodis and 
marisohes, they remained in saftie, quhilk they 
injoye to this day. That land efterward the 
Inglishmen did caH Waillis, and the Brittanes, 
inhabitantis of the same, Welshmen. For 
among the Germanes it signifieth ane strange 
er, ane aliene, ane outborne or strange man ; 

* This arme of the sea, as I judge, is now called Aust, 
quhairin is ane passage betuixt the village of Aust and 
Chepstow. 
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tW is, such ahie Due tiiaf haljb jmc <o«tni£tf 
language from theris. For Wailiis, in thair 
toogue, is c^ilfid ane stranger, as ene {taliane, 
or Frenohmao, which differis in speach from 
the Germane signiiieth homo, which is airman 
in IngliscU ; thairfoir the Inglischmen, ane peo- 
ple in Germanie, efter they had wone Brittane> 
i^alled the BriUanes escaped efter the distruo 
tiocie of thair countrie efter the maner Welsch- 
men, becaus they had ane other tongue or 
speach besydis these, and the land which they 
inhabited Waillis, which name efterward, both 
to the people and the countrie^ did remain^. 
By this meane the Brittanes, with thair king- 
dome, lost the name. Bot they which af- 
^rnie that name to be deryved of thair king 
or queine, without doubt be deceaved. 

The countrie soyll toward the sea coast, and 
in other places in the valleyis and plaines, is 
most fertile, which yieldeth, both to man and 
beiast, great plentie of fruit and grase. Bot in 
the vther places for the most pairt it is bar- 
rene and lese fruitful!, because it lacketh til- 
lage ; for which caus husbandmen live hard* 
lie, eating oatin ccdces and drinking milk mixt 
with watter, Thairin be manie tonnes and 
strong castles, and four bischoprickis, if the 
bischoprick of Hereford be compted in Ing- 
land, as the late wryttaris declair. The first 



biscfaopHck k Menew, 60 caUti of Menev^ 
which at this day they call Sanot Davidis, an^ 
citie V'Orrie ancieiit, mtuai vpoun the siea doast, 
and boundeth wastward, towardis Irland ana 
other LandafF, the thrid Bangor, and the fourth 
Asaph, which be vnder the archbischope of 
Canterbttrie. The Wdschmen have ane lan- 
guage [different] from the Inglismen, which, 
as they say that fetch thair pedegrie from tl>e 
Trojanes, doeth pairtlie sound of the Trojanes 
antiquitie and pairtFie of the Greek. Bot 
howsoevir it be, the Wefschmen doe not pror 
nunce our speach so pleasantlie and gentlie as 
the Inglishmen doe, because they speak more 
in the throat, and contrariewyse the Inglisch* 
men, following richtlie the Latines, doe exer- 
cise thair voyce sumthing within the lipes, 
which to the heararis seameth pleasant and 
Bweit. And this much of Waiiles, the thrid 
pairt of Brittane. 

Now followeth the fourth and last pairt of 
Brittane, called Cornewall. This pairt hat* 
gineth on that syd which standeth towardis 
Spaine wastwardis : towardis the east it is of 
breadth fourscoir and ten myllis, extending a 
title beyond Sanct Germanes, which is ane 
fair famous village, situat ypoun the richt hand 
Ypoun the sea coast, quhatr the greatest pairt 
of the countrie is bot twentie mylles. For 
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this pslrcell of land on the right hand is cam« 
passed with the coast of the maine sea, and 
on the left with the aiitne of the sea, which a 
befoir is declaired. Pairt of the land runeth 
vp to Chepstow, quhair the countrie is in 
Ibnne of ane home ; for at the first it is nar- 
row and then groweth broader. A litle be- 
yond the said toun of Sanct Germane east- 
wardis it bordereth vpoun Ingland, wast, south, 
and north. The maine sea is round about it. 
It is a verie barren soyll, yielding fruit more 
throw travell of the tilleris and husbandmen, 
than throw the goodness of the ground. Bot 
thair is great plentie of leid and tin, in the 
myning and digging quhairof doeth speciallie 
consist the living and sustentatioiin of the in- 
habitantis. 

Thair tongue is far dissonant from the Ing- 
lisch: bot it is much lyk to the Welsch 
tongue, becaus they have mony wordis com- 
moun to both tongues. Yitt this difference is 
betuixt tbame : when a Welschman speaketh, 
the Cornischman rather vnderstandeth manie 
wordis spokin by the Welschman than the haill 
taill he telleth ; quhairby it is manifest that 
these thrie people doe vnderstand ane other 
in lyk maner as the southerne Scottis doe vn«* 
derstand and perceave the northerne. Bot it 
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is ane tbing verie rare and marvellous, that ia 
on ille thair sould be such warietie of speaches, 

Coroewaill is in the dyocie of Exeter, ^'hich 
was once worthie the fourt pairt of the illand 
for the contrarietie of the languages. Efter- 
ward the Normandis, quho constitute ane 
kingdome of all these thrie pairtes^ rekoned 
Comewall to be on of the thrie countres or 
schyres of that pairt. 

This much of the particular descriptione of 
Brittane that the haill bodie of the realme 
by th^ memberis may the better be knawin 
to sum peradventure that nevir hard the same 
of befoir. The forme of the iiland is triquetra, 
or thrie cornered, having thrie corneris or 
thrie sydis : tuo thairof, that is to say, the cor* 
ner towardis the east and the comer towardis 
the wast, both extending northwardis, ar the 
longest. The thryd syd, which is the south 
syd, is far shorter than the other, for the il- 
land is far longer of lenth than of breadth ; 
and in the other tua pairtes is contained the 
lenth, evin so in the last the bresklth : in 
which place the breadth begineth, and so con* 
tinoweth or conteaneth from the south pairt to 
the north. It is bot narrow, the first and rich! 
corner of which illand eastwardis in Kent and 
Pov^r and Sandwitch^ from thence to Calice 
or Bulloigne in France^ is the first distance of 
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threttie myllb. Fra this angle, which i» ar. 
gaimest France, fo the thrid angle, which ui 
the north in Scotland, the inaine quhaiiof 
borondeth vpoun the sea, hot no land seine : 
And thair the land is lyk vnto ane wadge^ 
erin at the verie angle of the land in Scotlaodi 
The lenth is sewin hundreth myitis. Againe# 
the lenth from the corner of Dover in Kent 16 
the vttermost pairt of Cornwall, beyond Saoct 
Micheailis Mont, which is the wast pairt or 
wast angle, is supposed to be thrie hun- 
dreth myllis. From this last angle, being, the 
last and vttermost pairt of Cornwall, which, 
hath ane prospect towardis Spaine ; in which 
pairt also standeth Irland, betuixt Brittaneand 
Spaine, to the north angle, in the furthest, 
pairt of Scotland, in the which pairt the illand 
doeth end, the lenth is aught hundreth myllis ; 
in which pairt thair be verrie guid^ heavines. 
and saiff harboroughis for schipis, and apt 
passages into Irland, being not past one dayes 
sailling. Bot the schorter passage is from 
Waillis to Waterfoord, ane toon in Irland. 
vponn the sea coast, much lyk to that passage 
betuixt Dover and.Caleifle,or miinquhat more. 
Bot the .Bchorter passage of all is 6ut of Scot- 
land from this last atigle to Hamptouo^ whi<^ 
i& ane loon vpoun the 8iea« coast, with ane bea* 
vin so c^led towardis the aouthi and fhtlirfbir 
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called SouthamptouQ. Betweine the angle of, 
Trent and Cornwall they doe measure be 
straight lyne the liaill lenth of the illand, 
and doe say that it containeth aucht hundreth 
mylles; and the breadth from Meneva or 
Sanct Davidis to Yarmouth, which is the vt- 
termost pairt of the illand towardis the east, 
doe Gontaine tua hundreth mylles ; for the 
breadth of the illand is in the south pairt, in 
which pairt is the front and beginning of the 
land, and ended narrow, as it war straight. So 
the circuit or compass of the land is auchtene 
hundreth mylles, which is twentie more nor 
Caesar doeth rekone or accompt. Thus endeth 
the discriptione of England, Scotland, Waillis, 
and Cornwaill. 



. HEAtlfi BEGINETH 

CRONICLES OF liCCyTLAND. 



Kri^o Jmmen the F^irst being treadonaliKe 
slaine, and the tratouris slayeris of hha con*'' 
dignti^ |)iillmc^*ed and put to death for' the 
Minie, ykt lievirthetes, fhe haiil reaFttve v<raa 
Ib^pokin and divydit in the setff; For why? 
i}«haiF «hhh' is no awe of a kmg ot priiice, 
they'lhai iiff taofti furthie in tb^injayring and 
Ibrth nettibg^ thamselfts i^vis etiriiHth-* 
out meMour or obedience afteV ihaii^ aiwia 
pleaao^fy Md so Ikng as fhe king id y<>utig, 
gveat men fignes at thtfir awiik Kbenie, c^r<»ii^ 
Mud atl'^^H, tb they, without doubt, will be 
fmniidfieti thairefter. » - .^ . 

This laiMs the Fmt left bdt oufie o<>t 
•otie bidbind him, called Jameai the Seeontf, 

A 
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not past six yeires of aige, quho then was 
brought to Scoone, and crouned be the nobi- 
litie. But, becaus the king was not sufficient 
to governe the realme, for inlaik of aige, the 
lordis maid arie convent loun to advyse whom 
they thought most able, both for manheid 
and witt, to tak the governement of the. com- 
ounwe^|i m band; att quhil)^ cain^Qotione^ 
nane was thought more able nor Alexander 
Livingstoun, knicht of the Callendar, and 
thairfor was maid governour over all the 
realme : and als Sir Williame Crichtoun was 
new approued chancier of Scotland, because 
he bad worthielie exercised li^e saiQietin.l^iiig 
Jameil First, his tyme^ ., i ;. ,.{m 

tin this me-^ne ty met Al^aAd^r^i } J^9f]^ < o£ 
D^QMglaa, being uerie potent 4n ^ne ,$fi^ 
frij^pdi^,. ^ontpmnedi^U lh?; kii>g»s bffiperi^, m 
r^^RWf 9f his^reaipuii^^ance,rSQ; Jibjatjijib^wp 
fi'jas jtl^^ejfiomplsjntpftriBBii pf Wn^tto rtJm 
gj[>yj^yni9ur ^i>0 m^trate^ji )|.ttd}i»»ii5>Qi:tett 
yjP»Hn:(tb!§ m^R; of.^Aon^fdaiAl :ube<5MWeibo 
iiqt,Qiiiie[ spoilyipd ;tbe.wholL: ^Qm^tx^^jsmti^, 

dwiRUaxis tiwrqf ,Wfitb»u V^ny p^tje^if^nrif \tbfiii 
he was comanded to repair .fQrj&i<t.b*itnJ!<ur)C3 
dQpebi^ ,h|mi he, bQth obstinatk#}/Asobfiyed, 
aq^^ sjt^piied otheiri^ tha.t WQlc|jbM9 tn^nd^ 
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ed thair ofiSences ; and caused proclaimis pub- 
iicklie, that no man within Annerdaill and 
otheris boundis quhatsoever, pertaining to his 
dominiones, not to obey, and if he was call- 
ed, not to obey any of th6 kingis officeris un- 
der the paine of dead, alleadging, that he had 
priveledge of the king to decyd all niatteris 
within the boundis forsaid. Quhairtbir, the 
nobilitie that war of guid zeall and conscience, 
sieing justice alluterlie smothered dn everie 
syd, war highlie commoved at the said Alex- 
ander, Earle of Douglas^ but durst not at- 
tempt, to punisch thairfoir, becaus they dred 
it sould prpvock greater troubles totham- 
eselffes, and to the realme, if they wold in- 
y^d sp gre^t aue man. 

Through this meane, th6 whoU youthis of 
Scotland begane to raige in mischiefe and 
lu^tj and so long as he was to.puniscbv meikle 
hirsqhip and stouth was in land and borrowls, 
great cruel tie of nobles amongest themselffis ; 
fo^ slauchter,' theft^ and murther, was than 
p^te^t, and so continewed day by day, sua 
that he was estemed the greatest man of re- 
noun, that was the greatest brigant, theife 
and murther. But they wer the cans of this 
mischeife, that war governouris and magis- 
trates of the realme. 



4 CRONICLBS OF SCOTLAND. 

Ii) this meane tyme^ raanie gvestt diseti- 
siooes raise aunongest ts, but it was vncertane 
quho war the moveris, or by quhat occasione 
tbe cbancellar exercised such office, fardder 
nor became bim* He keiped both the castle 
joX Edinburgh and als our young king thain- 
intilt, quho was committed to his keiping be 
the haill nobilitie, and ane ^eat pairt of the 
noblnien assisted to his opinion. Vpon the 
other syd, Kr Alexander Levingstoon, bear- 
and the authoritie coiftmiftted to brm be con- 
sent of the Dobiliticy as said is, eonteatied ane 
other i^ctiooe to wbois opinion Qbeine Mo- 
ther with monie of tb^ uobilitie reirie tmwlie 
assisted. 3o the prinelpallis of both the fee- 
tiones, caused proclame le^ttres at mercaf cro^ 
cess, and principali Tillages of tbe realme, that 
all men sou Id obey conforme to the forsaidis 
letters, sett fotth be tha«ie, ynder the paine 
of death. To the quhitk lio man knew to 
quhom he sould obey, or to whois lettfes he 
sould be obedient vd to^ And als^ great trouble 
appealred in this realme, becaus thair was no 
man to defend the burghes, pteistis, and poor- 
men, and labonraris, hanntand to thair I^sum 
bussines, aither privat or publick* These 
men, becaus of these ennormities, mfgbt not 
travell for theifis and brigantiSj, and sielyk 
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all vtber weak and decripit penstones who was 
vnable to defend themd^lfi&Si or yitt Co get. 
food or sustentatioua to thamselffis, war aio«t 
crueliie vext in sick troublous JLyme^. For 
when any past to seik redre$e at the chan- 
cellar of sick injuries and troubles sustained 
by thaine, the theifis and brigantis, feinzied 
themselffis to be of ane other factione, wold 
buriie thair houss and carrie thair haili guidia 
and geir away, or evir they returned thame 
agane. And evir sick mischeif befell these 
thatyeid to plenzie to the gorernour of the 
oppressione done to thame. Some other guid 
men moved vpoun consideratioune and pitie 
of thair present calamities, thoailed many sick 
injuries, and conteined thamselffis at home, 
and sought no redrese. In the midst of thjr 
tbingis and troubles, all thingis being out of 
ordour, Queine-mother begane to find out 
ane moyane, how shoe sould diminisoh the 
chancellouris power and augment the gover* 
nouris power, quhois authoritie shoe assisted. 
Sua shoe passed to Edinburgh, convoyed wit^ 
a small traine« The chauceilour ressaived 
hir with gladnes, and gave hir entres to visit 
hir zoung sone, and gave command, that 
quhensoevir the queine cam to the Castle^ 
it sould be patent to hir grace, fiat dlioe 
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verie craftilie disembled, that she cam to in- 
tercotnmoun with nobles, alleadgiDg that thaif 
If as nothing that shoe hated so much as cruell 
warres and dissensione ; knowing that thair 
was great mischeife ingendred amang the 
noblmen of the realme; and thairfoir, with 
ane guid will, schoe wold, that all discord 
war sett a syd, and peace and vnitie to be 
nourisched among the nobles ; and desired 
also, that the king war brought vp in the 
fear of God, and honorablie to all the sight of 
the world : for in him lay the onlie hope and 
restitutione of the comoun-wealth to the awin 
estate ; and punischment of transgressouris fw 
the offences committit at such troublous 
tymes. And to bring this purpose to the ef- 
fect, schoe promised to imploy her haill care 
and labouris to bring all the subjectis of the 
realme to peace and rest. 

Be thir and other such lyk wordis, the 
chancellour removed all kynd of suspitione 
and hatred out of his mynd, quhilk he sus- 
pected the queine bure to him of a befoir. 
Sua followed sick familiaritie betwixt the 
chancellour and the queine with her assist* 
aris, that shoe gatt credit to visit, and to 
haunt companie with hir sone, both day and 
night, without any impediment. 
6 
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Att the last, spying tyme and opportunitie to 
fulfill hir purpose, when shoe had aick libera 
tie t6^ enter and ische to the Castle, shoe gaye 
the cfa^ncellour to vnderstand, that she. had 
maid ane vow to pas to the quhyte kirk of 
Brechine, for the health and prosperous sucr 
ces of hir sone, etc ; desiring thairby, to have 
license to carrie away tua cofferis with hir 
cloathis and ornamentis forth of the castle^ 
quhilk being granted to hir, sboe.inclos^ 
the zoung king in one of the cofferis, and hir 
cloathis in ane other coffer. Schortlie after, the 
keiparis and watchmen of the castle [deceaved 
on this maner, she caused certain men] thi^t 
knew of hir purpose, to have horss rieadie t;o 
Carrie away the saidis cofferis to the scboaf 
of Leith, quhair the cofferis war imbarked 
togiddef with hir self. And so shoe passed 
forwardis into Stirling, and was ane greajt 
pairt of the watter vpward or eyir the keip- 
aris of the castle cold perceave themsfelffis de;- 
ceaved ; and when the governour vnde^i^tood 
the same, he cam suddenlie out of the castle 
of Stirling with all his forces> and receaved the 
king and his mother with great biytbnes and 
joy ; and estemed the queine highlie th^t shoe 
had attempted so high and waightie ane pur- 
pos, with great danger of hir lyffe, and .h«^j 
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brought the Bame to ane prosperous fytu^ both 
for the weihatr of th^ r^i^iney.aiid also of tb? 
king hir 90iie. Tbairfi^ir the governour calf- 
led all his iriendis aod aasisteris to ane cpun- 
sail, vpouJn the third day thakatt^r, and 9aid 
to thame in this manfer. 

** Quhat great intollerable and arrogant 
troubles, atid great »p;) essiones, be to our re«- 
buik and schame, and how we hav sustained 
thame^ hairtie treindi^, everie one of yow doe 
knaw pettytlie, since Sir Williame Crich* 
toun, captane of Edinburgh, was promoved, 
now alledg(i*d to the chancel larie ot the realme 
and Miping of the prioce ; lor not onlie hifes 
he maid the wholl land perteaniup to the king, 
tributeris to him, wha is an high officer, bot 
also wold have oppressed ws with insofiembl^ 
tyrranie, and swa should have vsurped all 
riches, honour, and authorities and w« brocht 
to poVertie, schame, and utter miserie, if he 
had boldin forward his vicked purpose and 
intent. Hes he not laboured evir sensyne, 
without any punishment of wicked livaris 
and perturbatouris of the commonwealth, to 
compell all men to obey his chairg^s ? He not 
onbe laboured also to drese and set forth all 
matteris, both privat and publick, quhilk as 
if he had bei&e suppreme magiatrat, approv* 
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ed by tbe wittis o£ this realme^ but doubt, if 
this noble vomau^ou r souerane mother, through 
her great wisdome and prudencie, and special! 
of tbe Almightie God, bad not helped ws all 
the sooner, we had thoalled sbarplie perse- 
cution, mair nor any of ws could have per- 
ceaved. Shoe passed to the chanceliour, a- 
gainest my will indeid, becaus I knew his 
subtilitie, he had so mervellous ane forsight 
of all kynd of suspitione, or of ony craft or 
fraud that may redound to his hurt or damp* 
nage^ Zitt, with ane marvellous conceat, shoe 
has takin away her sone, and brocht him now 
to wSt quhairby 1 vnderstand, that the wysest 
man is not at all tymes ^ickerest, nor yitt 
the hardiest man happiest. Now, tbe chan- 
cellar, notwithstanding of his great wisdome 
and forsight, with great shame, bath lost the 
king, vnder the culiour of quhois authoritie 
he overrane everie man, lyke ane greidie and 
vnsatiable tyrrant, without all regaird of trew 
bopour or humanitie. Quhat evir he pur- 
posed to doe, he sett it fvrth vnder precept 
of the king, quhairby tbe poore people should 
tak the greater fear and dreadour to disobey 
him. Bot now his chance is both schameiuU 
and miserable^ and everie man will laugh 
him to siTorae; we? be the contrair to yf9 
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great honour, and the rather, that We have 
In OUT handis the kihg,'quhilk we desir a- 
boue all creatoiir on the earth. Be of guid 
comfort, thairfoir, all the mischeife, banisch** 
ment, troubles, and wexatione, quhilk the 
chancellour thought to have donei to ws, latt 
ws doe the lyk to him ; latt ws also tak up 
sum band of men of warre, and everie maa 
efter his power, send secreit messages to tharr 
freindis, that they, and everie one that fe- 
vouris ws, may conveine togidder quytelie in 
Edinburgh earlie in the morning, sua that the 
chaticellour sould not knaw ws to cum for the 
seidging of the castle, whill we have the 
seidge evin beltit about the wallis, sua yea sail 
have subject to yow all that wold have arro- 
gantlie oppressed yow. I knaw that we have 
strenth eneugh for this effect, if our heartis 
serve us. But I say, the perrill and oppres- 
sione that yea have beine in on the ane pairt, 
the commoditie, friedome and opportunitie of 
tyme, on the other pairt, with the great ho- 
noures and glorie that will follow thairvpoun, 
sould 'persuad you more nor my wordis can 
doe : we iniak nothing but hardiment ; cou* 
rage, chance and forloun, quhilk we think to 
say, will supplie the rest." 

Quhen the governour had said, everie maji 
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witfa ane glaid hairt and will promised to as« 
$ist bim with all thair strenth: yea albeit Ar* 
chibald earle of Douglas wold concur with 
the chancellar in his contrair : and the Queine 
promised to furnische the men of warre with 
vittual out of hir awin garneris, the tyme of 
the seidge. Attour shoe said, that no man 
mistered to tiik fear of the earle of Douglas, 
that he wold cam and support the chancel- 
lour^ for he hated him so much, that he wisch- 
ed nothing more nor the ruine of the lord 
Creichtounes hous, and his posteritie rooted 
out allwterlie. Throw this everie man tuik 
better courage, and promised to doe all that 
lay in them for performing of the governouris 
command and chairge: and tbairafter the con- 
ventione dissolved, and everie man went home 
to mak him readie to the effect forsaid. 

Bot now latt ws returne againe to our pur- 
pose. The chancellour persaved himselff so 
done, craftilie deceaved be his foes, he thought 
thair was nothing to follow thairupon, (in res- 
pect of the want of the king,) but vtter ruine 
and destructione of his hous, kine, and 
freindis, and thairfor took purpose to send 
aoe message to the earle of Douglas, and de- 
sired to have support of him againes the go- 
Y^rnour and Queine, quham he supposed 
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he sought support to eschew thetgoveraouris 
present wraith, saying that he wiscbed no- 
thing more thp.n that everie ane of thame 
sould distroy otheris : quhairfoir, said he, 
*^ since this wickednes andevill is equall ma- 
nifest tows both, and in the meane tyme, 
if it sail chance ws any fardder to continew 
in this feid, .it sail redound to his advantage, 
and to our great skaith and schanie : quhair- 
by we tuo. salbe ane easie prey to the earle 
Douglas, our commpun enemie ; and thairfor 
I wold we» had r^gaird to the yeilfair of our 
selffis aiid freindis- If our dissenlione have 
any fardder progres it .wil.be manifest nu)r& 
npjrsum yatp us, nor ^ if we had warres with 
our vnfceindis: a^d^sjis 1:o myselff, I remove 
all rancour qf myjud, seiki^ig frielie from the 
bottome of myhairt your peace and.kynd- 
pes; and ani both content to render the 
Castle, and my sel0* in your handis, in what 
conditione yea pleas, willing to be ane fayth- 
full and obedient servant to the Prince and 
your selff, so long as yea bear the goveme- 
ment of the regime, efter the adwyse of the 
kingis counsellouris and youris/' 

The governour hard thir wordis verie plea- 
santlie, and had guid hope of better to follow 
thairvpoun, thinkand weill that this preseat 



t^s9pr4 RUt^.to resti and (he ;coinmounweill 
p^ttOiquyetnes, hQ souI(i inp?'e easilie repre§ 
a)l;i|[^,\iiips. wijthio tbp jealme ; ^ aiid. thairfoir 
w^th ape hairtie countenance, requ^Utqd the 
chanceUour.'tQbe wilUng to doe as he said ; 
and if he keipit his promise trewlie, he sould 
qwtt of all the, wicked n^emberis and perturba- 
touris of ,thp comniouEL:WeaIth| and rull the 
T^fAf^e. fr^m thence, with great tranquilitie 
and ,p^ce. Then, hot any stay alsoone as 
l^el^.put hipis^lfe, jn,the king and gover- 
iioi^;*is wUU -and delyvercd the key is of the 
Cajstje in aigne and takin pf the rendring thair^ 
qf,/jcie^ie,, he requeisted the benevolence of 
the hj^ilJ.i?0|bilit,ie present for the tyme, quho 
held^jiip^f from thence forth, not as an^ ene- 
mie^.t^ut as ane . pripcipall pillar of the cora- 
mj[>i;uiw^ill. Efter this^ the governour \vas res* 
s^iyed in the Castle with great triumph and 
jo^y ^d then Sir Williame Crichtoun res- 
saived.aga.ine Ipoth the gift of the castle and 
chancellarie, lykas he had befoir. Throw 
the qufailk daylie amitie and freindschip in« 
cceMed betweene the governour and chan« 
c^llour, and their freindis on everie syd, that 
all men supponed the same to indure for evir 
vnbrokin. 
c In this meane tyme, quhill the countrie 
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was walterrand to ahtJ fro irt this tnaner, 
thair was nothing but murth^r, thift, and 
slauchter in the south and wast of Scotland, 
for Sir Thomas Boyd slew Sir AUane Stewart 
of Gartullie, knycht, al Pawmatt Home, thrie 
myllies from the Falkirk, for old feid that 
was betuixt thame, the third yeir after the 
death of King James the First. Quhilk death 
was soone revenged thairefter ; for Alexander 
Stewart, to revenge his brotheris slauchtdr, 
manfuilie sett vpoun Sir Thomas Boyid iii 
plaine batle, quhair the said Sir Thomas' waff 
cruellie slaine with manie valienrt ihen 6tt 
everie syd. It was foughtin that day so man*' 
fullie, that both the pairties wold Ttter aflrf 
leive otheris sundrie tymes, and reccfutiter 
againe at the sound of the trumpett, (Juhilf 
at the last, the victorie inclyiied to Sir Afe«^ 
ander Stewart, as said is. And sua the haiff 
south wast of Scotland was divydit into tu^ 
pairtis, and nevir tuik rest quhill the decea* 
of the earle of Douglas, quho depairtit this 
present lyfe in the hot fevir at Lastalrige, in 
the yeir of God 1439 yeires, to quhom Wil- 
liame his sone succeided, ane young man of 
foufteine yeires of age, gottin vpoun Mauld 
Lindsay, dochter to the earle of Crawford, 
quhom the said Archibald marled at Dundie 



JAMES II* > 17 

samtyme, with sick pomp and triumph, that 
the lyk was nevirseneat no manes manages. 
This Williame was the sixt belted earle of 
the.hous of Douglas. He was ane young man 
of singular guid appeirance at the beginning, 
but allase, the tender youth, if it be not 
broucht vp in the fear of God, is so easielie 
corrupted, that it inciynes rather to vyce than 
vertew, and that throw the mischeivous com- 
panie of harlottis and flatteraris, quhilkis ar 
the most vnhappie and vicked pest that evir 
man, of quhatsoevir estate or conditione he 
be of, may be infested with. For if this 
young gentlman h^d cum in godlieand honest 
companie, without doubt he had beine ane 
man of singular good witt and manhoods But 
he haunted proud and vngodiie menes com- 
panie, and thairby he, to the great contemp- 
tione of the kingis auctoritie, at all tyuies ac- 
companied aboue his estate quhair evir he raid, 
convoyed with a thousand horsmen, att sum 
tymes tuo thousand and moe; amoagest whom, 
he mantained ane great number oi theifis 
and murtbereris, and wold bring thame to 
Edinburghe, or any other toun, of sett pur- 
pose in the kmgis sights to latt him vnder* 
stand his migiilie power that he might raise. 
Attour he thought himseiff sicker and frie 

B 
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from the injures of all enemies, if he reprev^ 
sented the same arrogance his father did.vse 
befoir. And sua be not onlie.imbraced the 
baill forme and maner of his fatheris condi^ 
tiQues, bot also surmonied his pryd and bight 
abone the expectatioun of onie msax. He 
eikit bis housold meikle mair nor it iva& 
hfifoiT in his fatheris tyme; and als be the 
persuasioun of flaterreris, he conduced many 
wicked tyrraatis out of. all countries to . de^ 
piend vpon him, .quhairfoir he naight be the 
more dred and awfuU to eyerie man, quhill at 
the last he'tuiksic waine conceat of himselff 
within his boundis^^hat be the vaine flat- 
terrie of his dependaris, he thought no man 
within the realme might be bis fallow or com* 
panionw For it is said, he thought it bot a 
small matter to overthraw) knightis ; and thair- 
fpir to advance his mightie power, he held 
parliamentis within his awn boundis, i^vith* 
out advyce.of the king. 

Sir. Janaes Stewart, brother to the Lord 
Lome, quha maried Kiqg James the First bis 
wayff, assisted be the earle of Douglas, and 
that through sum disensione that was be- 
tuixt him, the govemour, and chancelloun 
By quhat occasione they, discorded, can no 
man tell. It was thought, he sieing the 
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ecmntrie «a divydit as said is, to ha^e had 
9um rule in the realme alsweill as any other, 
he' reasosn he had inaried the kingis mo- 
thek*. The govemour, to repres Sir James. 
Stewartis insolencie, took him, with his brO'i 
tber, and kest them both m pHsone, dreadand 
if they had resorted long ill the earle Dou- 
glas companies that he sould hare had great* 
er difficUltie to repres thair iiisolencie and tir* 
ranie. 

The Queine, perceived ta be highlie com* 
moved at hir husband and brothevis i])dipri8on« 
ment, was #airdit also with the governonr 
within the Castle, of Stirling, qubilk wi^ in 
hie awin keiping at that tyme, and wis - de^ 
(ajned thair, and nevir was relaxed quhill thair 
was ane conventioun jonaid of the wfaoll no* 
bilttie; in quhois presence it behpved hir 
tomak hir purgatione that shoe was frie of 
all misnile committed be fair husband, nor 
gaive nocounsall thairto. And «^lso, if evir 
ehanced him ony maner of way to trouble the 
reaime or molest ony of the subjectis thairof, 
that shoe should not be participant thairof in 
tymcumilig. ^ 

' Efter this, the said Sir James and his bro* 
tb^r war relaxed, and lattin furth at the re* 
queist of th^ Chstncellour.^ and als Sir Alex«> 
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inder Seatoun ^fias Gordodn, this first earle of 
Huntlie, obleist faim, and became cabtioner 
that sick enormities, contrair the kiiig and 
governour, should not beccHnmitted vnder the 
paine of four thousand markis, nor yitt to 
usurp nothing at iiis awin handis, nather of* 
fice nor auctoritie concerbing the commofm* 
wealth. Albeit the governour punisched and 
corrected not thir meil according to thait de* 
merites, yitt he punisched with great rigbuir 
vtheris richt honorabill and ancient itaen, 
quha vpoun ane small suspitione that he 
tuik of ony of thame, he compelled thame to 
compone for thamselfis, quhilk was ane verie 
hard thing, in respect he was goviemour M 
the realme. Utheris that were manifest op-^ 
pressouris war not onlie thoalled to persevir, 
bot ony punischment of thair wickednes, hot 
also was remitted, although they had com^v 
mitted nevir so great crymes. This was dont^ 
without the chancellouris counsall, quhair^^ 
with he was highlie offendit. For he thought 
weHI, by this faschione of the governouris^ 
both he and his auctoritie sould be con temp* 
ned, and the comounweill, without regaird» 
wikedtie overthrowae. But he suppressed 
the anger of his heart, quhill he saw better 
occasione ; and thairby took purpose to pa» 
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llduie to Edinburghe, and thair to conteiae 
liiiiisdff qubill he war better adwysed. 

All ibis tyme the governour remained with 
the king and his mother, in Stirling, and re* 
tatned ane gritt gaird of men of warre, as vse 
is i» Scotland in all sick troublous tymes, 
about him ; and albeit he vnderstood the 
ehancellour to be ane man of high spirit and 
couragCvnot willing to suffer so many vrongis, 
as he bad gotten, vnrevenged if his power 
wold serve thairto ; yitt nottheles> in respect 
he was governour, and having the king in his 
keiping, and thairfoir all the realme wold and 
should obey him, he regairded no man, ruling 
all thingis at his pleasour, bot ony adwyse or 
cpQsultatipne of vtheris nobles in the realme. 

When thir thingis war in doeing, Williame 
earle of Douglas sent Malcome Flensing of 
Cumbernald» and Allane Lawder, ambassa* 
douris vnto Charles the Sewinth of that name, 
king of France, to give him the dukrie of Tu- 
fane, perteaning to him in heritage, qubilk ,his 
guidachir, quha was slaine at the batle of War- 
wetty [Yerneuil] for the defence and libertie of 
France, joysed and bruickit of befoir^ and pro- 
mised faithfullie, that qubatsoevir was con- 
teined in the chartour maid thairon, that he 
apBld fulfill the same exactlie, lykeas his for- 
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bearUdtd befoir him« Cl}arkf$i moved witk 
great love aod zeaU thM be buit to tbe&iagi# 
of Sdotlaad and thair kiged^ granted glciidlie 
to thair requei&t and messa^^ aiid gaVe to 
him and hia^pi^ocuratouris the haill landiaabd 
xentia in France qubilkia hia gbiddehir had a 
iiefoir. Upoun the other syd^ the aaid noble 
learle of Oouglaa amdbesaadouria, gave thdbr 
oatbis of fideUtie to the King of Frwce:aod 
bis auceessonns to doe all thingia ccmcerdiag 
hia pakt, aa said ia. 

' The message, sped with sick happie aii€« 
cess, caused this earle of Douglas^ being of 
lender aigey^to^be puffed up with new arnbi** 
tione and greater pryd nor be was befor, ae 
the nature of youth is; and als prydfuU ty-^ 
rantis and flatere?riathat war about bim, throw 
this occasione spurred him^ evii^ to greater tyr^ 
ranie and oppressione nor any man yont to 
doe. This mischeife range not onlie in the 
south and southwast, hot also the men of the 
lUes invaided aundFie pairtis of Scotland at 
that tyme, both be fir and sword^ and in spe-^ 
eiall the LennoK was whoUie oy«rthrpwne» 
The principall men of the Illes was ^achleii 
Macklend and Murdo Gibisone^ tuo great 
theifia and murdereria^ And, to tesist thir 
cruell tratouria and murdereria, Jobiie Cul- 
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wfaeineof Luihase gathered ane ocnnpanie of 
men^itfid fought at Locfalowmoiid^besyd Inch- 
fnynine, quhair he being overselt with ao« 
great multkud of men of warre, was.:slaine» 
with monie of his folkis, fightand manfuUie 
to the dead i and few of the men of the illes 
war slaine, and wan gritt victorie. Thairfotr 
traltouris became so proud and so insolent^ 
tkM they brunt and hirried kirkis quhairevir 
they cam, and sphifred nather old nor young, 
bairn nor way ff, hot cruellie wold burne thait 
faoua and thKme togidder^ if they maid any 
bbatacte; tor eke, if they maid no debait, with* 
out Gomideratiotm or pitie, woid, with thair 
wayffis and baimes, not wittandibf eick occa- 
i^ione, cruellie murder and stick thame in thair 
bedi», bot ony regaird of old or young- Thus 
they reigned through the reahne bot ony re^- 
spect of God or maii. 

In this yeir, quhilk was the yeir of God 
1439 yeires, thair mise ane great dearthe of 
victu^Uis within the realme, pairtly becaus 
the labouraris of the ground might not sow 
nor win the comes throw the tumultis and 
ctimberis in the conntrie, and pairtlie, quhilk 
ia toost apparentlid tq h^ trew, was the verie 
wmith and ireof God to cans wa to knaw 
^W selffis, aftd^ tbfOugh that acotirge, to pro- 
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vock WB to amendment of lyfe. Thair ran; 
also at this tyme ane terrible pest in the 
t;ountrie, for ail men that war infected thair* 
with died that same day he tuik it, hot ony 
remedie or help. 

Attour, albeit thir pli^ues and scourges 
rang araongest ws, yitt nevirtheles sum men 
maid thame nevir to amende thair lyfes, bat 
daylie became worse* Divers vtheris, that 
plenzied vpoun the enormities that they sus* 
tained, they gatt little or no redrese, quhair- 
by the people began to wearie and cours that 
evir it chanced thame to live in sick wicked 
and dangerous tymes. It was than whispered 
out throw the realme, that the governour 
was the haill mischeife and mover of all that 
range for the tyme within the realme, al« 
ledging, that since he gat the governemedt 
everie man supponed that he buir greater 
favour to bluidie mischeivous tyrrentis nor 
it became him* And for the hatred that he 
buire to the chuncellour, he drew also to his 
assistance and familiaritie the earle Douglati 
and maintained him onlie for the chanceU 
louri^ distructiooe and ruioe. But how soone 
he kaew the same perfytlie, and that everie 
man. meined that, it soukl returne and re«> 
dound to his great hurt^ that the gQv^mour 
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ind the earle war confederat, he began to con* 
sidder and pause thairvpoun verie earnestlie, 
and tuik purpose to doe sum hardie and wit- 
tie act, qubairthrow he sould hazard himselfe, 
kine and freindis to be out of his perrill, or 
else to be hirried and perrill all for evir. 
Quhill at the last, when he had sum knaw« 
ledge quhair the king was at his pastime^ 
and quhat folkis accompanied him be ex- 
pleratouris; he, accompauied with certane 
cbostn men, past his way to the park of Stir- 
ling vpoun ane mirk night, and gave com- 
mMd to his freindis to be in readines with 
thair whoil forces to assist him in the way» 
and toly near hand betuixt Linlithgow and 
Stirling, if he had beine persued scharplie be 
hisvnfriendis. And they that cam with him- 
selff, to the number of ane bunder men all 
armed, cam in sundrie pairtis and diverss 
passages, for eschewing of suspitione, that 
ony man might perceave concerning the pur- 
pose if they had mett him. Wpoun the morne, 
in the morneing, the chanceilour happened 
better nor any man supponed, for evin at the 
breaking of the day, the king cam out of the 
Castle to hunt and pas his tyme, convoyed 
with ane small number of horstnen, as his vse 
was ; or ev4r he could perceaue the chancel- 
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louris folkis lying for him, he was in^roned 
and circuit round about, quha altogidder sa- 
luted the king with great reverence and hu- 
militie, quhilk being done, the chancellour 
teqii'eisted his grace effeCtuouslie that ^he 
wold be so good to declair him selff out of 
that prisone quherin the gbvernour most 
wickedlie deteined him, to the great skaitk 
and dampnage of the commoun wealth; 6X« 
ortihg him thairfoir to pa» to Edinburgh or 
any other pairt of Scotland, quhair evir he 
pleased, and he sould convoy him f5arth of all 
menis danger againes the heartis of all these 
that wold the contrair. Attour it became ane 
king or prince to live frielie and inspyring 
abbue all otheris, and not subject to any 
wassalis correctioun or chastisment, for that 
was the weill of thame that wisched his weiU 
fair. 

' Thir wordis said, the king began to smyll, 
quairthrow they vnderstood the king to be 
content of thair cuming, and glaid to pas 
with thame, and thairfoir hint his hors 
be the brydle, and convoyed him away to 
Edinburgh. Att this tyme, some of the kingis 
•serwantis that came out with him, maid abs« 
tacle and debaitt; bot the govemouris eld^ 
sone, Alexander Levingstoun, forbad thame 
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|o mak any impediment, sayiog, it was but 
ane vaitie thing to stry ve with so manie armed 
tXkWf speciallie quhair thair was no danger : 
itis railber better at that tyme to sustaine 
an< schame albeit thair was none, and more 
necessar to give place to thair enemies, nor 
to attempt a thing aboue strength. It is the 
law and cours of fortoun, he is nearest perriU 
and decay that sittes higl^st on the wheill^ 
and be the contrairie, will ex toll and illustrate 
thame that be farthest castin doun. 
' Soone after that the king had takin thegaitt 
to Edinburgh, thair mett him thair more nor 
four thousand armed men to assist him, be 
the chancellourid convoy, if any man wold 
liave invaidil him; and receaved him with 
gritt joy and glaidnes. Or evir the govemour 
gatt word the king was placed in Edinburgh, 
for it chanced the govemour to be ane dayes 
jorneyout of Stirling at that tyme. But when 
lie gott word that the king was away, he sped 
him to Stirling againe with all diligence, 
greatlie greived in his mynd ; and adwysed 
him greatlie quhat was to be done for this 
wicked work done to him ; for it greived 
him more nor all the troubles he had befoir, 
and was more crabed with himselfe, being es- 
teimed wdfthall within the realme, ane man of 
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Angular guid witt and manheid, that he sould 
have heme so negligent and slonthfuU in keip* 
ing of the king, quhairby his vnfreindis had 
greater occasione to have him in dirision^. 
Attour the governour brunt vrith anger with-* 
in himselff, that he was so mischeived in his 
behalfe, he ieiving his freindis and familiaris 
with the king, quho knew nothing of this vn- 
bappie fortotin that had chanced him, whom 
all his enemies desired above all thingts day 
and night, and as he beleived nothing more 
nor falshood amongest thamselffis at him, in 
respect of his enemiies facil prey, hour and 
tymesojustlie ke^it, and the kingis glaid 
depairting but ony debaitt or impediment, 
Quhen he had paused in this manor vp and 
doun reasoning with himselff for his slouth^ 
fnlnes, he begane tq adwyse how he sould 
eschew all <knger present and to cum ; and 
considerred that it was vnsicker to committ 
his lyfe and honour in binding vp of bandis 
with the earle Douglas, who was but ane 
young man without experience or knawledge 
of sick high and weightie matteris, fellow^ 
ing the counsall of waine greidie flatterreris» 
overrunand everie man that he might over<» 
cum, but law or reasone : throw the quhilk 
everie man that favoured the comounweill. 
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Mtem^ faim as ane deadiie enemie, and not 
ane trew leidge of the realme ; and sua hd 
thought that if he wold fuUie leive the chan* 
critour and vtheris, his faythfuU freindis, and 
eblUge with the earle Douglas, in contempt 
of the chancellour, quho wold have vraiked 
thame both a befoir, it sold be ane readie 
way to caus himselfe, kin and freindis to be 
dispighted and lightlied be the whoU nobiKtie, 
and be depryved of bis governance, to bis 
great dishonour and schame at the last, his 
baimes, kine, and freindis, wraikit ailutter* 
lie, and himselff compelled to leave the realme 
for evir. Schortlie he doosulted with his 
freindis quhat they thought best to be done in 
this matter. The same reasoned to and fro 
ht men of good experience, they thought no« 
thing better nor disemble all offences that 
was bygane, with all quarrellis aud debatttes 
betuixt the ohanoelV>ur and him to be sett a 
ayd, and to be^ at vnitie and concoid as they 
war a befinr. 

Th« governoor thought this counsall uerie 
guid and sweit, and thairfoir by all menis ex* 
pectatione passed his way to Edinburgh, ac» 
companied with ane small number ci folkis : 
and that be the drauoht and counsall of tua 
wyse and prudent prelattis, being in £din* 
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burgh for the tynie^ to witt, WiUiam lick* 
touD, bishop of Aberdene, and John InnWt 
biscfaope of Murray, quha had bieine with 
the chancellour, ajsweill as with the gover- 
nour, in all tymes bygane ; quha maid gritt 
travel! to bring thame to concord and peace* 
Quhill at. last they * broucht thame within 
Sanct Geillis kirk^ voyd of aUcenipanie ex- 
cept ane small number of thair most special! 
ffeindis, without veapones : and the goirer-* 
nour begane in manor following. ^^ Quhen I 
was in companie sundrie and divers t3rmes 
with wyse and prudent men, weiU beseine in 
histories both new and old, oft tymes I have 
hard them say, that sober guidis and gear^ 
with peace and concord, growis ay more and 
more to great substance at the last, and be 
the contrair richt potent men through ane small 
dissensione, has [bene] brought to ane vtter 
vmik and hirschip. Not onlie have we this 
in ancient histories of other realmes, but als 
we have the experience daylie amongst our 
selffis. Quhat skaith and dampnage, by the 
displeasure o£ our heartis, quhillc is worst <^ 
all, have we both sustained ? Quhat lose of 
guidis and geir, familiaris and fVeindis, have 
we had since the beginning of our dissen- 
sione ? As I beleive thair ar men leivand can 
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tell of tieuthy we have ntither strenth nor riches 
we had a befoir, nor yitt are we in so honorable 
/estate, nather with nobles nor with commonest 
as we war vont to be when concord was amongst 
ws. Thir civill warres and dissensiones makis 
ws both as one odious to the people, andbecaus 
it diminisches our fame and honour, quhilk 
more apperteanis to ws nor our lyves. I wold 
we took example of the thingis bygane and of 
the thingis that ar to cum. I am forsootli 
thq more offendit that we tua, to whom the 
governance of the realme is most gaineand, 
and thairfor was givin tor ws be the wholl 
nobilitie, sould be holden a? mocking stokis 
to ev(erie man, and esteimed as prydfull and 
ambitious tyrrantis, and to be the onlie cans 
^ so great murther and thift, quhairby the 
whpU realme may be ane easie prey to our 
^nemies : for they desir nothing more nor our 
dissensione, beholding till.we tuo be rootted 
out aliutterlie, throw the quhilk all law and 
justice salbe contemned, and everie man that 
pleassis sail put hand in the kingis awin peN 
sone, or els abuse all governance and autho- 
rities Remember thairfoir, that the nobilitie 
has put ws in this place, quhill the kingis ma- 
jestic cum to perfy te aige, to hold this realme 
in tranquillitie on everie pairt : to repres. all 
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seditious tyrrantis. For be our disseDsione 
the realme is wraiked and betraysed, aK^d not 
rulled and governed as it sould be* I beseik. 
the thairfoir, if thow has any favour to the 
prince or tiie realnie', that yow will renunc;e all 
rancour of heart, whairthrow the common- 
wealth is wreaked ; and latt ws be recon- 
ceilled againe to our old freindscbip that was 
betuixt ws : for friendschip is the happiest band 
that can be maid tor the veilfair of the realme 
and countrie: without thequhilk no man pri* 
vat nor publick may be profitable to him* 
selff, nor to the commounwealth, and tbairfoir 
latt all injures be sett a syd, having the weil- 
far of this realme affixed befoir our eyis : And 
that thow sould grant the rather to my re- 
queist, I forgive all vrongis done to me, and 
als sail repair all vrongis and ofiencis done be 
me, to thy pleasour and w ill. Attour$ the king 
sail remaine in thy governance and keiping^ 
qubill he cum to perty te aige, becaus his ta> thir 
when he was a lyve, committed him to thy cure 
and chairge. And as to my awin pairt, I desir 
nothing more hot ilk ane of ws to love another 
beartilie as it becumes ws to doe : and it be« 
cumes ws to do sae that the nobilitie with the 
comounes of the realme, may sie and under- 
stand ws to be faythfuUgovernouris and ma* 
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gistratis of the same; punischeris of trans- 
gressouris and manteinaris of equitie and 
justice. The quhilk if we doe not, is hot de- 
ceit amongset ourseifBs, regairding our awin 
privat wining, more nor the weilfair of the 
realme ; then our geir and substance vanisch- 
ed away evir, ourseifBs, wayffis, and baimes 
put to wreak ; and that which is worst of all, 
the king salbe in danger, and tintbetuixt ws; 
his treasouris and riches cum to nought ; aiid 
finallie throw our prydefull vaine ambitione 
the realme salbe ane easie and facile prey to 
our enemies/' 

Whan the Governour had said, the Cban« 
cellour ansred in maner following. 

^' It is vnknawin to all the leidges of the 
realme, that I detested in all tymes bygane, all 
kind of seditione and civill warres, setting my 
whoU intent and labouris to eschew the samyne 
efler my power ; and as to this present discord 
newlie raised amongest ws, which is inteodtt 
throw prydfuU and vaitie ambitione, g^aidlie 
with my heart wold it war slokined furth and 
sett a syd, that thair sould not be so much as 
ane spark or ony kind 'of memorie* thairof in 
tymcuming: least.it sould throw small .oc- 
casioned raise and kindle greater hatred thian 
evir was amongest ws. I knaw perfytl«e/80 

c 
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long as discord and latent hatred rignes a>- 
mongest ws, thair sail nevir be riches nor 
grace in this realme^ aiid thairfoir, I cannot 
refuise both the honorable and thankfull con* 
ditiones to my selff, and also nesessar for the 
weilfare of the realme, and speciallie quhair 
they cutn of frie will vncoacted or compelled* 
For I desir all menis amitie and freindschip, 
and speddSiie of thame that ar governouris 
of the cominounwealth. Yitt it is not decent 
that aither of ws decerne ypoun this matter, 
nor ye prescryve ane forme and faschione at 
the aggriement of this present discord. -For 
it is contsrair to all law and reasone, that any 
minister the law to hin^elfT: by that quhat-* 
evir the ane discerne, the other sal be dkcon- 
tent thairwith and plen^ie^ that the stole was 
done, hy all the headis and talking that wad 
aroongest ws necesslr* Thairfoit*, I think' it 
is forme that sum prudent man eqiiallie for ws 
both, qnha favoures the commoutiwealtii, be 
chosin of both the pairties, at whose arhitrie^ 
ment and sentence we salt repair all 'the of- 
fences bygane; with smy othkr thing c^^a^ 
cerningthe governemeiAoif the countHe* For 
all men that hes any perfyte fttyoui? thairfor^ 
will ttot oiilie be cairfuli for this counsial!^ 
and sp^nd thair geir, hot also will wair thair 

5 
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lyves to the advaneem^t and weilfair of the 
same, and speciallie, they who ar placed 
aboue olheris^ as ane perfyte example of ad- 
minislratione; equitie, and justice." « 

Thus, on this wayes, all thair friendis on 
both sydes that stood about, begone to extoll 
and love thame both, with great thanksgive- 
ing^ that they both r^airded the commouur 
wealth so meikle, and preferred the same 
to all privat quarreilis and debaittes. Then 
both the parties war comprivat to thair oathis 
to stand at the sentence of the arbitrajtouris 
chosen be thame both, quha schortlie brought 
thame both to voitle and concord, and final- 
He so liiendlie confederal, that nevir any of 
them appeared tofaill to a nother againe. 

Schortlie thahreftec thair was ane parliament 
sett at Edinburgh, to mak statutes for the re- 
pairing of the commoun wealth to the auld 
estate. Att this parliament so many and in- 
ninnerablie complaintes was givin in, qubairof 
the lyk was nevir seine a befoif. Thair was 
so many widowes, bairnes, and infantja, deik- 
ing redrese for thair busbaadis, kine, and 
fioeindis, that war cruellie slaine be Tt'icked 
murthereris, and sicklyk many for hirschip, 
tkift, and murther, that it wold ' have piti^ 
any man to have hard the samyne. Schortlie 
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thift and murther was cum in sick dalyance 
amongest the people, and the kingis actis 
Cum in sick contemptione, that no man knew, 
quhair to seik refuge, vnlese he had sworne 
himselfe to sum commoun murther or bloodie 
tyrraiit, to maintaine him contrair the inva*- 
sioun of otheris; or else had givin largeUe 
of his gear to save his lyfe, and to give him 
peace and ifest. 

Quheh the lordis of parliament had con- 
sulted long tyme, and in quhat maner the of^ 
fences sould be a mendit and repaired ; and als 
perceaved the earle Douglas to be the prin* 
cipall cans of these enormities ; and, by rea-» 
soun of his riches, kine and freindis, they 
could not reprove bis tyrranie be strenth nor 
might, thairfoir sent pleasant writingis to him, 
purposing^ to cutt him off be slight, subtiltie, 
and craft, requeisting right effectuousUe the 
said earle and his brother to cum in for the 
assistance of the commoun wealth, quhilk wil^« 
out him, his kine and freindis, the commoun«- 
wealth could not be goodlie ruUed ; for, since 
they had absteined from the rulling thairof, it 
was all near wratked and cum to nought. Sick 
colloured and painted wordis they sent to this 
young gentlman to drave him in the snair, al- 
beit they meined nothing more nor his death,. 
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snare, and ruine. So this earle being groun 
on greedines to gather geir and conqueis glore 
and honour to himselfe, and namlie to his kine 
and freindis, notwithstanding no coUoured 
wordes nor offence that nane sould presume 
againea him, and thought that nothing could 
be done without him, his kine and freindis.' 
And als, vpoun the other pairt, vpoun the in- 
formatioun of sum avaritious greidie creaturis 
and flatterreris, depending vpoun him, hav- 
ing regaird to their awin privat wining more 
nor to the magistrates fame and honour, he 
took purpose to obey the letteris, and to cum 
forward to the king at Edinburgh, accompa- 
nied with his brother Dauid, whom he suffered 
nevir to pas from himsehOT, and other honest 
freindis, beleiving no falshood to chance him 
efterwardis, in respect of the heartie message 
that cam from the magistratis and lordis of 
parliament to him. When this earle was cum- 
ing fc»rward in this wyse, the chanclour, on 
sett purpose, rod furth to meitt him, and, to 
remove all suspitione out of this<earle's mynd, 
requeisted him verie earnestlie to xyd to 
CriGhtoun with him, and to pas . the tyme 
thair a day. or tno. To the qubilk the earle 
.Douglas- consented uerie glaidlie,.Bnii ifena^in- 
<drthair with his kine and freindis tuo d^yes. 
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verie weill intertaiued. The chaDceilour 
swore be his great oath and holy sacrament, 
that thair was not ane nor other in Scotland, 
except thje kingis majestie, that he faTO^red 
$o weill as the earle Douglas, and wold es-< 
teime him from thence furth equall with the 
governour of the realme. 

This young gentlman fosterred with sick fair 
flatterie, was allured to pas to Edinburgh. 
The Chancellour, as he that had no pfivat 
deceit latent in his mynd, said with ane hairtie 
countenance in this maner. ^' Since sua it is 
the king hes given and granted large and 
great riches within this reahne vnto your for- 
bearis and yow, far abooe the puissance of 
otherSs, your freindis and otheris, your nigh- 
bouris, I will exhort yi»w with my heart as 
him whose hous, kine, and friendis is more 
dear to me nor all the rest of Scoliand, my 
«wi« except, to stand bhedient to the kingis 
lawis and statutis, quhom it hath pleased the 
Almighty God to rigne abone ws at this tyme^ 
and remember the high fortoun iitat yea ar 
promoved to : the great dependance of wassa* 
liSf and laiMiis, and manrentis, with olher gritt 
strength and power, quhilMs neidis«iot to be 
rek<yr)ed ^ this tyme, ar not cum to yow that 
yea seuld be the more inMeftt Ijhairof, thii^- 
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aod thairby that yea sould opppese ipfer ^QfLfis, 
^x y ittmi^ken the piagistratis appoyntte4 bie the 
pleafiour of God, and consent of the npbilitie : 
bot rather if the king hes givin yow a}l thir 
forsaidis of his awin benevolence and plea- 
$our, m^ abone all thingis, to defend the.com- 
mpunwealth, not regairding lyfe, Ian4is9 nor 
guidi3, fpr ms^Btein^qg of thp ^an^e in peace and 
Xfi9%. Tha^rfoir, cf^ns all enormities aiM^cryme^ 
committed ifjn tyipes byga^e to be r§fpu|idit 
and reodeidit within your bpundi^, apd suffer 
not the poor e aixppl^ people to be overpifna and 
r$ft with strong and ipischeivous tyrrantis, nor 
jsftop BO man tp be brpught to tb^ kipgis m^ 
jestie, that is ane mlscbpivous trf spassoiir o|r 
l)niu;ierj and be the contrair, to minister jus- 
tice equsdlie within your boundis, ^s b^cun^es 
ypWf thairefter,Bot on)ie to tholl vtheris mpHf 
nischied} bot also to cum with your strenth 
find forces, to bring sdl wicked boucberis an4 
XEMiB^£^t oppressopri^ of the poore, to be jndgr 
ed and thoall condignlie, apcording to th<^ 
lawi% TlJierway^ it will redound to your gre%t 
4i3bQlBPiiirie, liiirt, and sqham^» to the wr/eak 
and birspb^) pf yonr guidis and gieir, and that, 
yibkh i^ worsjt of all, to th<e ytter e^t^rmina- 
^ipne pf ypur hpus. kine, and frpindis : of the 
i|ubJjyii:i3 sinc^ I favpMr yow sp weill, I wold 
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not that yea war the author, nor yitt that yea 
sould blott the honorable factis of martial 
deides, and the honour in civill govemement, 
quhilk yotir forbeararis conqueistlo your pos- 
teritie," 

This young gentlman, of guid inclinatione, 
if he had beine weill accompained, tuik the 
chancellouris admonitioun in guid pairt« pro- 
mising to repair all thingis that he had coun* 
sailed, and to obey and serve the kingis ma'^ 
jestie with dew honour and reverence; but 
knew nothing of the chancellouris fraud and 
guyle, quho thought the realme sould be at 
greater tranquilitie, if the earle Douglas and 
his brother war cutted ofFsuddenlie. 

Thairefter, they cam to Edinburgh, with- 
out any vnderstanding quhat was devysed 
for thair distructione. Sum men judged nae 
guid to cum of that voyage, and that through 
frequent messages both cuming and goeing 
betwixt the governour and chancellour, and 
thairfor, gave counsall that none of tham sould 
enter at that tyme within the castle of Edin- 
burgh J or at the least, if he entred, best it 
war to send his brother Daqid back againe 
hoine, and not to break thair fatheris counsall» 
wha inhibited thame, that they yeid nevir both 
togidder quhair thair was any appearance ctf 



JAMES II. 41 

danger, least it sould be the wreak of tbam- 
selffis and houss. The earle gave no credence 
to'sick conjecturis, saying, he had experience 
of the-chancellouris and govemouris lawteis in 
sick cases : and as to the chancellour, he had 
so treated and interteined him, that he could 
dread no falshood nor eyill at his hand. Sick 
quyet rumour passed throw the wholl com pa- 
nic, that caused Sir David Douglas persuad 
the earle, his brother, to returne home againej 
dreadand sum mischeife to fallow vpon that 
haistie freindschip. For the quhilk caus, the 
earle reproved his brother verie scharplie, say- 
ing it was not decent to him to give ear to 
such vaine vnhappie iflaltereris, quho evir wias 
the occasione and mischeife of all dissentione 
amongest noblmen, so long as they had place, 
arid thairfor, gave command with right scharp 
wordis, that no man in his companie sould 
iheaite such ane thing, latt be to speak the 
same. Hear a notable and worthie caice; 
the nearer that a man be to perrill or mischeif^^ 
he runes more headlong thairto^ and hes no 
grace to hear thame that gives thame any 
c^otmsall to eschew the perrill. The earle 
Douglas being ane young gentlman of guid 
inclinatioun, wyser perchance than any other 
of equal] Aige, wold nevir give ear to his good 
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willeris and favoureris, nor yitt wa3 he con- 
tent with tbame that gave him counsall to ret* 
turn homwardis againe, bot reproved thame 
highlie : quhairfoir sundrie noblemen with 
sad drearie and quyet countenance foUowei} 
him, and durst not speak no further. It may 
be evill said of this man, sdbeit it wold, it coul4 
not preserve this man from distructione and 
ruine, and sua ^ernis continewallie provoken 
this man to his deid. But farder delay, spur* 
red his hors and cam forwardis to Edinburgh, 
and entred within the castle, quhiur, with fain* 
zied and coUoured counteanance, he was re» 
ceaved with gritt joy and blythnes, and ban*, 
quetted rbyallie with all delicatis that could 
be gottin : and evir that he sould not have 
any suspitione of ony deceit to fallow thair- 
ypoune. Than at the last manie of the carle's 
freindis being skailled aff the toun, and oppor- 
tunitie servand, with adwyse and consent of 
the goveroour, quba came then of sett puT'* 
pos to Edinburgh. Than the chancellour^ 
efter the coursis wiir takin away from the din- 
ner, presented ane buUis head befoir the earle 
Douglas, quhilk was ane signe and tokin of 
icondemuatprie to the dead. But this ^esrle 
and his brother, beholding the naa^ifojl^ ti«a« 
{ione, with sf^d my94i$ apd drearie cowitt^Qan** 
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ees, start up from the boord, and maid them 
to loup at any place they might gett out. But 
then fra hand ane companie of armed [men] 
rusched round about thame, quha breaking all 
Icynd of kw and hospitalitie, led thame i^ut to 
Ihe Castle hillj with Sir Malcolme Fleming <Mf 
Cumbernald, and vtherift g>€ntknen» thair fa- 
wltaris^ and strak the headis from thmne. 
This t¥as done in the yeir of God 1448 yeires. 
It is wid thft king being hot ten yeires of age, 
gcat verie sore quhan he saw the men of weir 
bind the earle's liandis and his brotheris with 
oordis, and lamented verie faeavilie; and pray- 
ed tiie chancellour for Godis sak to latt them 
allone and ga^e thair lyres for miy pl^our he 
wold desir of him : and thairfor^ the chancel- 
lour boasted the king verie scharpliej sayings 
it was not for no privie hatred that he buir 
to the earle Douglas, or his favoureris or 
frieindis, that he sould thoall the deid that day 
according to his deservingis ; hot becaus he 
was aDe plaine enemie to the kingi^ awin per- 
sove^aflid ane manifest iratour to the cdm-' 
moimwealthy and so long as they war on lyiTe, . 
ithe realme wold nevir be at peace and rest, 
])nt that if he war cutted aff, the reabne sould 
lie iaA greater tranquilitie. Thatt fra hand^ 
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without any ruth or pitie^ thir gentlman war 
hurled furth as said is. 

. From thence forth the realme was quyeter 
for ane certatne tyme, nor it was befor, albeit 
not long^ Efter this, his vncle succeided 
James^ his father brother to Williatne eari of 
Annerdaill, Lord Balveny, quho was called 
grose James, becaus of his stature : for this 
.Williame had no bairnes of his bodie^ nor bro- 
ther to succeid to him. This James was the 
sewinthearle of Douglas, and was no les hated 
of the leidges nor his predecessouris war : be- 
caus schortlie after hirschip and slauchter 
rang als fast in his dayes, and speciallie within 
the boundis, as evir it did a befoir. Not that 
he manteined any theifis or murtheris, bot that 
he punisched thame not : for he thought to 
excuse himselff with his grounnes and inha* 
bilitie of bodie. Otheris thought, that al« 
though he had nevir rissin out of his bed, he 
sould have had such men about him at his 
command, as sould have suppressed all op* 
pressione within his boundis. Bot he Idved 
not long, for he deceased in Abercorne, the 
third yeir efter he was maid earle. This 
James had sewin sones, to whom the eldest 
succeidit he the tailzie of the laudis of the 
.earldome of Douglas. Bot that the landis 
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tkat war tailzied fell in heritage to ane sister 
of the said Williames, the laadis of Galloway ; 
and thairfor shoe was called the fair maidih of 
Galloway. Thairfell also to hir, Wigtone, 
AnnerdailU Balvenie, and Ormond. Atid it 
is to be vnderstood that this James, called grose 
James, foUowand the iadinatioun of many 
otheris to conqueis greater rentis to his .poete^p 
ritie- nor he had himselff: thinking it waii 
wickednes to denud the old heritage of arte 
hous ; and be the contrair it was wisdome to 
apply the dominiones left by the forbearis, 
and thairfor to compyll all thiril^ndis forsaidis 
in ane logidder : and to tliiis effect procured 
the Pope's dispensation to marie liis eld^t 
sohe apon his brotheris dochter, sister to the 
said vmqiihill Williame. Be this cans but 
doubt the wholl landis sould be vnited in one. 
Yitt notwithstanding the rest of the Douglas 
kinrid thinkand the mariage to be vnleisum, 
as they thought ; that over, gritt riches, and 
landis over lairge, was odious vnder ane king, 
quhilk within schort quhill squid be extermi* 
natione to the surname^ and rootting out p^r« 
petuallie of the hous. The principall of the 
Douglassis that dis waded this mariage andan- 
nexatione of the landis> was the earle of An- 
gus, andSirJohnDouglas of Dalkeith, knyght; 
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bo^ discendit out of Uie earle of Douglas 
hous« 

When ane hes over meikle, aither it pro- 
vockis the posseasDuris thair of» tOr attempt rao^ 
tongodlle purpose, or els for ane licht cryma 
or suspitione, that the kingis or princes takis 
of thame» sometymes that they are broucht 
to vtter distrnctioun and confusione. Bot this 
James, called grose James, was nothing mav<« 
ed at these wordis, and als vnderstanding. that 
the king htm selfe was: to put inhibitione to 
this marriage betuixt his sone and his bro* 
iheris dochter^ he haisted the same wltli great- 
er dKfligence, not spairing tyme forbtddin,. as 
was the vse than, atid caused solemnise the 
band of matrimonie. duhairfor thepeople^ 
moved with scrupilositie, judged and aaid that 
tiiat marriage could nevif be prosperous nor 
kappie, quhilk was of treuth, and the people 
not beguylled of this opinion. 

Many nighbouris feidis arf aise on everie 
pairt, and that the rather be the said Williame' 
sone to the said James, hv els be his assistouris, 
and namlie throw Jon Cormak ane Atholl maa» 
aneof the principall swome tyrrantis to the 
earle Douglas > quba with anecompaaie of 
blood ie tyrrantis, seit vpon Sir Williame Ruth^ 
ven of that ilk, scheriff principall of Peartbi 
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to have slaine himselff, and reft aae brigant 
theifie of AthoU, fra the kingis justice, whom 
the schirreff wold hare justified. Bot this Sir 
William Ruthren sieing the danger cumingsna 
snddenlie vpoun him, was meikle abased, and 
prayed his freindis and gentlmen that war with 
him for the tjrme, to tak guid part with him, 
and not to thoall thamselffis to be murthered 
with ane number of vniversall theifis. And it 
was so long foughtin with doubtsum chance, 
quhill at the last the schrefe was victour, and 
Jon Cormak with threttie pf his men manfuUie 
slaine Vpoun midsummw day 144 [3} yeires. 
Sehott quhill after lhis» thair followed ane 
other combdft at Dumbartone, to no les datm 
ger <^ the cottntriethaa the other. Robert 
Seifiple and Patrick Calbraith, deputes to the 
llingis se(ff, (quha then was fourteine yeires 
of aige, hlBtTing the govemment of the realme 
in his awin handis,) to keip the castle of Dui^ 
ba^aHeaspfineipall, begane to stryve among 
thamselffis, quhilk of thame sould be princih 
pall caiplaue ^«airof, and when they could not 
fljg^rie lA Wordisi they pulled out swordis and 
fought riieht erUeUie» quhill at the last Robert 
Sempill was slaine ; and that Patrick 'Cal'- 
biiaith beifi^ vttit familiar with the earle 
Douglas, took the Castle in keejHng wilhout 
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atnd dppttrtttBitte to revetige all itijui^es done 
td hti^ fffeitidlis a b^foir^ caused stitndnd Sir 
WiHlkttie Cridhtouriy sumtyme chanbirilotiri 
a^d AlekaBddj" Levitigl^toun^ ratntyme gbver-* 
nou^; ^Ith hil^ tu^'sohes, Alexander and Sir 
James, krtlghtfs,' ^11 be arte herald, to vAderiy 
the \m (6t rfek cfyiiK^s as the kingis majestie 
Had to Ijr t6 ihair chaii^g^e, with cfeftifidatioan 
atld they cbttip^ired nt>t, they sould be ^e* 
liUHcit as IfatouHs t^ hi& hienes hl^tne; Bc^ 
sydis thiSi' h*f thought it ihey cdtnpdred he 
sbbldgetthtd will df thaiine. Thir ttoblm^it 
being sbihbtidit as ^aid is, wfeat aga^e arte 
answet t6 the kyhg, devysed be all tbait cott'- 
serttiis, ^jiikg, '* that thair was nofhliig more 
dear to thatne nor the weilfare of the kingis 
persohe and stabilltie of the realme^ re^ie 
with sick obedietiee and service as becametb 
subjeclis to dde tb thair Jirlnce, bot^ becauis 
they ktie^V thair deadlie enemies Who railed 
the conrt, workatid ail to tliair cotifnsfotie^ lyk 
to obteine his intent patrtlie through the great 
favour that the king bure tothe earle Dougluy 
^hd patrtlie IhtDUgh his great puissance, that 
they sould be overthrowne if the came; thair' 
foir it was expedient for thame to giv^i>1ac6 
and flie the furle of thair e))emieB (|uhill all 
itijuries war s^tt a syd and A% rest> Ifctid iJktf^ 
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s9iMd do^ wk honpur and reye^pnpe ^ k^- 
c^m^ Xlmm d^wjii^ for tlje wpilfare pf M^ 
jredme. For it w»s y^rie ynlil^Iie to tham^ to 
OiKmiutt tb^mselfis to |he preansp^ ^g^v, 
qfihilk tfELey ^new p^ffytli^ *p cum j apfl ^t^ 
tQ|ur> :aUhough it W¥^; xlm kii^gi^ cpmrnande? 
ipA^j^it and QJmrg^f it w^ tbQ»ght yriwortt^ip 
tbirt maaV^inani^ pf th^ifis and brig^ntis soul4 
have beine surrogat in thair places, wha 
WW (c^wtiipX^ in tjiam^be the nobiUti^ of the 
r«alme wd |pie the yoc^^ of lordly of pa^1ia<r 
menip and mljied jt^be s^ie with the favour of 
9^^ gliid favwrjiri^ of the opflwapimweiJI, b9 
the pom)J3^ of potent, i^nd ambitious tyrr^i^fisi 
]aboujr;^4 day by day tp propioue i^ mi^T 
.ch?ivou^ tyrrsualis to clignitiQ $vq4 hPl^om*} tp 
thie h^^>6 dampndge of the coffipnpuiiweiUt 
and dreadfull tprrpvr of th/e kjngis le^d^^ (^ 

Thp ?arle Doqglas pierceaved thw high 
K^pntei^ptipne pf his aiactoritie ^ hp fiau^ed to 
proipi^une ane parhainent to be holdin ^t JStir* 
lii^ (]ub^ir th^ saidis p.er3ou<?s war fprf^il^ 
and d^iiAQ^d !tratQur;$ ^^ rebjsUis ^o fi^ 
bprfl^ «M>d^ave,ph»«rgpto[Sir4ob»] Forr^ter 
pif f^prstprphijie^ to fpliriftg aU thair jwoyg^^lep 
to ^.kiffgis v;}e> ^^Mlki5 ww jegphft't- M- 
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ter this all men war chairged to pas fordward 
with displayed baner, be opine proclamatioun, 
to invaid thir men as commoun enemies to the 
croun ; and so ane arrbie of men being gather-' 
ed, they seidged the Catstle 6f Brankstoun in 
Lothiane, quhilk was rendred fra hand^ so 
soone as they saw the kingis standart: and 
the men war lattin forth frie, with bag and 
baggage^ and the castle castin doun to the 
ground. 

To revenge thir injuries, Sir WiHiame Crich- 
toun gathered ane annie of his kine aiid 
freindis, and first he brunt the haill landis of 
Corstorphine, qind carried away the guidis and 
geir that might be gotten, and thairefter ih^ 
vaidit the earle Douglas landis with fire and 
sword, and brunt all the corne and come- 
yairdis, villages and tounes. But the earte 
Douglas perfeeaved the chancellour to be 
boustred vp with his freindis to -his heavie 
dampnage and skaith, amongest whom he sus« 
pected principall, James Kennedie, bisdhop 
of Sanct Androis, sister-sorie to King James 
the First, and thairefter send wryttingis to the 
earle Crawfoord and Alexander Qgiibie bf In- 
verquhairitie, tua speciall freindis, courteouris, 
to mak birschip vpdun the bischopis landis, 
^nd if they might apprehend himselif;t6 keip 
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him, quick iti prisone within yron^s qoliill far** 
tbcr .ad.vertjpem^i;it. This chairge they fulfil- 
led^ and hirried not onlie the bischopie3 kudits, 
bot ^Up the haill landi^ adjaqent thairto^ and 
bfOQcbt great preyjs of. guidis outof Fyffe in- 
taA0g4is.:. As to the bischop^ be contained 
bin>selff in safe gairdi thinking it becam him 
not to. ];^e ane fighter.: 3ot.that be^thp^ught it 
expi^diepj^ to vse hisi aw in auctoritiee vpoun 
sick a^. inyaidit him, ,as^ said is ? and thairfoir 
summondit the earle of (J]rawfpprd,;and laid 
^ponn bim ane.seiitenqe pf cuifsipg for his 
conte^optione . of the ;censur of holy kirk^ 
q»^ill^,lh(? earle^highlie vilipendit, ^5, -a thing 
pf po strentb, without dread either 9f God or 
m9fi. p,ot lang efteft when the ec^rle was la- 
bour^pd verie diligeptjie t,0:qpueiliat ,his.^o,ne 
and Alexander OgUbieforsaid^to tbeold fremd- 
schipkeipitbetueinethair freindia befoir, he 
wc^( daine^ as sal be sh^wne heirefter. His 
sone>j Alexpruder Linds,ay, suqceidit. This 
4iscor(], quhilk fell betweine thame for ane 
iqeajQie bailiai;ie of Arebroath, quhitk perteint 
to Alexander Lindsfty ; bot Alexander Ogil- 
.bfe^ quhidder it caine of his awin ambitione^ 
'jor^^fiii was J^he abbottis pleasour, it iis not cer- 
taqgj v^urped the.bailiarie to himselfe, and 
f u^ this Alexand^]^ fra the same. Quhatrfoir, 
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b*ing robbed of his ryght, he gAtherf*d titit 
<;ompahie^ of his frfeittdes, and speemHie the 
Hamihoni^i^, quho assisted him for the tyme, 
and tntk thfe ttray, thtnkand he sould ddbaitt 
be strenth quhilk hfe couM ttot do^' be few. 
Alexander Ogilbie, On the other ^yd, gather^ 
ane great companie of men, atnong^st whom 
it happined Alexander, earle of Huntli^, to b6 
for the tyme, and can^ forwardis with display- 
ed banner, and arrayed battell, rnto Ardbroth^ 
ib tak the same be force. Cluhilk being 
&choWin tb the earle of Crawfoord, being in 
Dundie for the tyme lying, to stop ail mi<M 
cheife that might befall his freindis, he cam 
|)ostand to tfaame iti all haist.' Scaiitlie wan 
he dum to thame, when both th6 armies waii 
joytted, ahd almoiSt chokied togldder. Yet fep* 
stopped his sotte, Alexatid^r, to mtik ati^ oth 
im, aiid, when he was teaming in p^opfef per- 
sotie to Al'exatider Ogilvie's folkis,- to tak ttti^ 
freitidly imercommonnd with all debaittei^^ b^- 
ttiiiJLt Viis ^otie and thame, attesotildiour, tibt 
khawing quhfet he was, nor quhairfoir hfe 
Came, stmtk him in at the month with afife 
spear, and out at the neck, and sua itntiontiw 
nent he dWd \Xi atie guid actiowe, laboutend^ 
to pnt Chrfetiane men to peace, conqueiisl 
great cotnendationn of afl m^, albeit he wai^ 

5 
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veritue insolent a(ll the vest of hi^ lyfeXyvfie. 
Quhilk, when his \soq$ and freindis beheld^ 
they war so enraged, that they sudd^nlie rush- 
ed Ypoun thair enemitis Mrith grittire. Bot 
they, vpoun the othi^r |syd, r^^i^ted Ibe prea«, 
and held sff thair adffepss^ries richl tnanfuUip 
for a long quhyU. for, M the iast, thelaipd 
of IiMT^rqiiharitie, pr incipaU, was deidli^ VOUQ* 
dit, and ana giieatp4irt of bi$ taliant man, iji 
the thrdatt of the batle, friv slaincl. They gat^ 
'back, and many of thetn^ in the ileiog, W^ 
slaina; amongaa whofai, John Forbes of Pit» 
sligOy Alexander Barclay of Gartl^y^ James 
Maxwell of TeHling/Duncane Campbell of 
CanpbeUfeathj&r, and Williame Gordoun of 
Bornowfeiid, all baroories, with diverss otheris 
gentlemen. And thair was fme huoder sUin^ 
vpoun the other syd. To witt,tbe eiMrleHant- 
iie, being destitute of his folkis in .tfiis maner^ 
horsed him selfe, and fled a way to llie hous of 
Invesquarriiie to saife his lyfe, aad was takifi 
and iHDOught living to Phenevio^ quhair h^ 
died within schoct whyll thaireAer. The 
gentlmea war than honorablie buried in jthe 
kirk yaird. This battell was atrickin in the 
yeir of God 1445 yeir^s. 

Efter this thair followed nothing but slaugh- 
ter in this realme. In eirerae pwrtift ane laid 
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W«H fw otheris, as^ they had been settand 
fiiMtf^dflSs for slauchter of wyld beaslis. Air 
nnMg\4% whom Robert Boyd of DacbalK capi- 
idhe of Dtrmbarlane) lay iii' waht for Sir James 
Sli^ttltrlW Auchmto, qaho was but sixteine 
itl^ti in traine, and schbrtlie, or evir JaoKs 
*9fW&M had tryetl that onie man rnbeseil hb 
^ii^i iM(^' companie of armed men rasched 
^ibtt^d- ^bdut him, and i^w him eruellte aili«- 
4fe fr90f Kipkpatrick ; and thairefter .f« hand 
fli^kr^llik 'Wayflf out o£ hir awiti hons^iand 
brbui^ht blr captiiFe to Dumbairtone rwhu'saif^ 
'fie }:hromi^ed that shoe sould giet na skaitb* 
'Bdi #ltoii shoe perceived hir sdff moekad trn 
thi« tiilliiv^^ through high dkspleasouir of Uir 
li^bdildfs slauchter, shoe pairted tymonsliie ^of 
^m deafdf bairne, and died bir selfe the thrid 
dlry^iliaii^fter. /. . ..., . 

Mtti^r t)li& Archibald Dumbar seidged the 
eai^tle of HailKs in Lothiane, and at the iirsrt; 
lld^Milt he wan the same, and slew thame that 
bfe fofntl4 tlwuHn. Sc hortlie efter he was seidg- 
ed-be Jaawes Douglas^ in whoise will he pat 
li^iteeieltfv ^iid the castle, bot fardder debaitt. 
imaameiiable slauchteris war this yeir in An- 
nerdaill, quhair the people war (and yitt ar) 
giirin lb tnurther aud slauchter. Schortlie ' 
tntischeifife^ rang so commoun in all pairtis, that 
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n^aie gentlmen of the realme, sieing thair was 
2iq regaird.of the king, XkOr the earle Douglag* 
forces, wha was principall guyder of the court, 
contained thamselffis ia strong hotdis and for- 
Iregsif, apd thair freindis» and left thair gaidis 
tjbiat might npt be k^ified within ane sti;en^h.lo 
thei;fi8 and riveris to tak ihainejas they pleased : 
thiiikaqd if they saifed thamseljfis, they bad 
sufficient tiU lane ;better foftoun. 

{n th^e :nixt yefr, the king; be the ^earle 
Douglas ppQn$aU9 seidged the Oa^tie of £dia« 
burgee nyiie monthifii togidder : but at ^Iji^ 
last Sir WiUiame Crichtoun renderit the 
093tl€'¥pQai^thir cooditioiieis. That; he ami 
all tbatawal^d him sould biave:aoe frie remis- 
mimn fbc.all o0ences bygaqe^ and he .hitnselflfe 
to be recOnjeeiled to the kiogis favouris, after 
the old manfter, as said i^ And it was refofpi- 
edtAgaimp Qf new better; nor it was befoir. 
{.Soone th^efter, ane Parliament was. sett, to 
be h0l4in> at Pearth,' tp consult vpoun all 
tbingjbs peiteaning to the comm^unweill ^ in 
the quhilkSir Williame Crichtoun was receiv- 
ed «^aine to the kingis favouris, and maid 
ichaaceliour againe of new, be consent of the 
whcdl Bobilitie and parliament. Yitt he meU 
led him not with no .public affaires^ hot baid 
ane better tyme^ qohill he -sould have beine 
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purged beaicte assyse, for all lewd of swpi- 
ttone conserning tJie kingis tns^estie. The 
same yeir Sir James Stewart, ktiyglrt;, that ma- 
ried the kingis mother, was banisched beeans 
he spak snmtymes fasehlte, that the reahne 
was eviH guided, <]uhi1k redoundft ' *te *e de- 
•fSamatione of the earle Douglas. This Sir 
James Ste«rart, witf)in %hort qiAim thairefter, 
was taken ypoun the sea h^ the 'Flemingis, 
with sum varies bo«h of Soofland ^nd Ing- 
iand, and led-captiv^ te 'Flanderffs, <}lriuiir he 
^Bed within schort whyH thaii^t^ ; )fttid aia his 
wayflT, being king James the Seeonidis mo^^r, 
hearand of hir husbandts death, i6ieA < and was 
-bmried in the Charterhous of St Jonstoun, he* 
' syd hir ifii^t husband, king J^ames ^e Vmit^ to 
'whom shoe 'buire aucht baiTOes,x)f idie quhitk- 
is tbair was tuo «one8, ¥12. king James the S^ 
cond, theolher<;alHed AkKander, q«i)ia died 
an infant ^. and 'six doeblepis, aJH honorablie 
maried. Albeit thair fdltowed not great; sue* 
eessione ef thame. T<he fimt oaMed Mar- 
garet, wha was maried ^poun Ihe Doi|phine 
of France, (CaMed Lues ihe Elerintfa: tbe se- 
cond Dame Heleine, maried ¥peun4ihe Dude 
ofBartainaie: the tbird vpounthe Lord Cam- 
phear, and thairefter upoun : tlie 

fourth vpounlheDuck of Auch0lriph,and tbak- 
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the eairle of H^ntlie, cMied Gtforge, to whom 
shoe bu^e ane doehter, and thairefter pairtud 
t^ith him) be ibe ting hirbrotheris '^oasent: 
atid thairefter tite said George, maried tba 
eai*Ie ErrolKs dochter, of whom «am eark 
Alefxanderr^arle Adam« ofSotheriand, and 
div^rb vtheris ; and the i^Tct: maried vpomi the 
eaile Mortoun. The qoeme bure to Sir James 
Stewart tbrie sonifes; Ji^iriquba was maid eaile 
of Atfaoliv JameS) earle of Bocliaiie, called 
earle Jame$; the tbi«d Andro, bisebcf^of Mui> 
ray. ;..:'..' 

Schoil'quhtll thairefierySir WilliameCnch*- 
toun, diaQbdlour^ be eonvdy of Carolas the 
Bewifit, king of France^ wa* seat to spoos 
Margaret, the dake of Gildaras doohter, to be 
brocht home lo wayff t6 king James the Sc^ 
tx)lid; The gentlwoman wa& grantit frieUe, 
teid'honorablie convoyed be the lord Cao^ 
pheir : tbe marqaflaofBeigievearle of Kamoo^ 
the bischof^is Camri add Levergie, Attour thair 
caMne ane prince of Bauetftoun, with otfaem 
diverss noble knyghti^ and squyiris. The ma-* 
rii^e being solemnizied, thair was aoe parlia- 
ment holdin at Edinburgh : iti the qubilfc, be 
the coansall of snm ambitibos flatterreris, Shr 
Alexander Livingstoon, smntyme goyemonr^ 
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Alexatniler livingstoun, his eldest sone, Ro«^ 
bert Livingstoua, sumtyme ibesaurer, and 
David Livingstonri, both discendtt out of the 
hous of Csdlendar, JadiesDundas, and Robert 
Btuce.of ClackmaDanie, knigbtit^,, war takin. 
Albeit they war takin, they war rdeonceitled 
toithe.lcingis m^estie, and had to^ divers plao^ 
and imprisoned, and all the lordi^of pfeirliameojb 
req«|]^isted<hioi:to • relax tbame. ; Yitt for the 
bigb hatred the •CQtjrrteottris bad: conceived a^^ 
gsunes ,Uiaiiie» cthey iVar* keiped, ijk prisoiie 
coiit^air t4>taU lisi>K:iuDd.r^aaone» quhill :tiie se«* 
wint day of December : Then they wat 
bratigtit to £dinbai;ghy and; tbaik! Alexaiider 
tLevingsloun ^sumtyme gavemour, James Dum 
^las, and Robert Bruce» payed gritt sb wines lif 
'iiioney» and thairefler,.war wairded in Danoh 
•bkrtoiie, and the real was beaded. •. It is saM^ 
«that this Alexander,^ when be was vpoun jtbe 
*scaflbld,iturned him U^ the> peopIe> and majid 
.ane gtitt-oratione, d^plorand the mutabilitie 
of forloua; exorting all . gendmen andoobks 
of the realme to tak example be him of the 
fragiU facilitie of the woHd. Att sumtymd^ 
he was suae man of singular guid witt and pra- 
dence^ His father was chosin governour.of 
the realme, and quhair he buire himselff 
Jreindis and chairges so prosperoudlie, with 
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60 great commendatione of all men, that his 
father loved him above all thingts. But yitt; 
through change of courts it was force to draw 
ihemselflis to strenthis for the defence of thair 
lyffes, and preservatione of tham^eifls to bet- 
ter fortoun, quhHl at the last thair innocencte 
was tryed : They war reconceBIed to the 
kitigis fkvour, quhiik indured not long : for 
schort tyme thairefter, be the fab suggestione 
of flatterand conrteouris, they war wairded a- 
gaine : Now, his father wairdit, himselfe not 
adjudged be nutrall men of [sinpereQ good 
conscience, hot be his deadlie enemies, td vap 
derly ane schamfuU dead, as he had>beine aiie 
tratour: and thairfor, desired all noUmen^not 
to desir great offices in court, albeit they did 
appear to be both honour .^nd commoditie,:for 
they that are promoved, to great offices when 
they slyd, they gett the sairest fail, and. when 
they ar put doun, if th^y be loved on the aae 
pairt be guid meti, for thair worthie bebavr* 
bur, tbe salbe reproached vpon the other sy^d 
be wicked men. Thir wordis being said^ he 
fell doun vpoun his knees, and streched out 
his craige to the sword ; ane lamentable sight 
to behold, to the displeasour of tlie people. 

The yeir efter, the quinine pairted.wtth 
)>airne, bot oane knew by quhat meapis; Tbe 
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bttimeivas borne quU^k^ mid dk^ schortjie 
thairefter. lu the siune yeir, the rajall w^r 
h§ being cuetin doqn, tkmv wM the bodie of 
une young chyld foimd in ane heap of leid^ 
"vooipled Tp in sandiUt al$ fre^cb and vncniur* 
nipted^ and akweiU incullaur as th^ first hour 
ft wagbdried« This vv««,J4idged of t^iame, that 
had curiositie of old aatiquities^ to be tb^ 
«ofie of Queine Margaret, quha deoei^t in bis 
mfiuicie« . i 

Altrar^ the peM^and troivis taine with Eng- 
land, expyred the same yeir^ aad thairfor, 
•Ifae Scottis maid aundrie incursiones s^d raider 
in logiaod, waiiatand all with fyre aofi sirpj^ 
qahair €f ir tbey can>^. iTbe aarie ofShxpy^s^ 
berri€ being wairdin aod leivtenn^nt for th^ 
tyme Tpoun the logU&ch bordouris, to ri^vange 
tMr injuries, invaidit Scotland againe vppup 
the WBSX bordo: on the ane pairt^ and brnnt 
DrumfrieB, with manie other tonnes, and r^ 
twned home agaiste with great preyi3 of 
gnidis. And als the earle of NorJlmmberland, 
for his pakt, cam vpouja the east borderis» an4 
bniat Dumbar, and hirried it. This s^^me yeir, 
Oeorgke Douglas, isiot willing to bf3.in ane Ing- 
lisch manes commoun for ane evill tarne> g»^ 
diered ane Gompanie of chosin men^ and 
tbrunt Anakik : out of the qubilk, h^ giither(^ 
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me greal prey both of men and guides or evir 
he retumcki agAiiia in Scotland. Bot priscme-^ 
oris of bMh the realines war changed aad 
rendret againe, mao for man, oti both sydi8« 
Sick himcbip wm maid at this tytoe oa both 
the sydiSy that both the realises war coq^ 
strained t4 tak peace for sewia yeire$. %fh 
cum. 

In the meauetyme, when sick things war in 
doing) the eaHe Douglas havingthe haill guy4-> 
ingof the court} laboured daylie to promove 
his friendis to honour and dignitie, obtained 
fra:the kiogithe marriage of [Agnes] Dumbar^ 
yoUngesft dochfer to James, earl of Murray, to 
Arehibald Dcyuglas, his brother, and sua maid 
him earle of Murray. This James deceased 
bot any aires maill of his bodiCi and sua thf 
iandis caiae to female be devocatioun of the 
king. This Williame> earle ofDouglas^ not 
content of this augmentaiioun to bis hous» 
promoved James, his brother^ to the lordschip 
tof Balvennie, • and George Douglas tQ the 
earldome of Qrmond, in parliament, quho 
was also declaired, and ohosin prinoipall cou^r 
^allouris of the realme. But sundrie suspected 
that this suddene promotioiie to 90 great dig- 
fiitie, soidd schortlie have ane decay 1 for they 
l^awthe i^airle Douglaa so oovetou^ givia to 
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mak vp hts friendis, and so inordinat to pro«: 
move thame to lordschipis and landis for the 
dtrenth of his awin hous : quhairlhrow sud« 
denlie thought to mak ane barre to the king 
bimseliTe, if t.hair chanced any altfer of court 
And thairfoir, everie man judged that sud- 
deneand prosperous success sould not long 
continue. 

• Bot now, since it hes chanced ws to speak 
of the translatioun of the hous of Murray. ira 
the Dumbaris to the Dougla^sis, it is. expe- 
dient to speak of the diversitie Jof surnames 
that vsed the same with great ladd and piiaiset 
since king Robert the Bruce, th^ iirsi of that 
name, evin vnto this present tyme, Mih6 bupe 
tfaamselffis both in peace and wan*e richtwysr 
ite and manfullie at all tymes. 

Robert Bruce gave the earledome of Mur-f 
ray to his awin sister sone. Sir Thomas Randell 
of Strathdoun, knyght, cheife of the Clan Al*** 
lane, whose workis can testifie of ! his lyk^ in 
the fourteinth 4)ook, rehearsit. befoir ofi the 
same historic; and failzieand him and aires of 
his bodie, that it sould returne agaiue to - the 
croun« This Thomas liad tuo sones ; hot 
cannot tell quho was thair mother : the jeldetf 
named Thomas, quho succeided to his (athieri^ 
place. The other called John, quho bot aojr 
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sQCcesdienn ofthair bodies, was both slaine at 
the battle of Duniblane, in Stratherne, fight- 
and manfoUie to the dead, for defefnce of this 
realmej inraidit be the Inglischmen, our old 
enemies. He had also dochteris : The oldest 
was called Blak Annas, be reasoun of hyi 
skine. This Annas wa^ ane voman of gritt 
spirit, more nor came ane woman to be ; quho 
was maried vpoun Patrick, earle of Merch, 
The second was called Jeall, and was maried 
tpoun' Johne, brother to the earle of Mercb, 
and bure to him George^ quho succeidit 
to his &theris brothei^ heritablie to the earl- 
dome of Merche. Ane other sone called 
John, ane man of singular bewtie and vertew. 
This John, for his vertew and manheid, was 
maried irpoun king Roberlis second dochter, 
and Was promoved to the earledome of Mur- 
ray; for it returned againe to the kingis 
hons, be' reasoun that it jfailled in the aires 
mail! of Sir Thomas Randell, and this was the 
fyft of the Dumbaris that bruikit the laudis of 
Murray i quho begat Thomas Dumbar, quho 
succeidit to his father, and ane other called 
Alexander Dumbar, quho maried Mauld Frai<» 
ser, heretrix of Frendraucht. This forsaid 
earle* Thomas had afne sone called Thomas, 
the fyft of that name and surname, quho died 

E 



66 CRONICLESiOF SCOTLAND. 

without aires of his bodie : and so James, mtie 
to Alexander, bis father brother, gottin ypoun 
Mauld Fraiser, succeidit in his place ; aoKi 
this was the rixt Dumbar, earie of Murray, 
quho was also laird of Frendraucht. Thb 
James begatt, vpoun Issobell Inues, dothter to 
the laird of Innes> Alexander Dumbar, ane 
man of singular vertew and courage, Th» 
Issobell was bot hand£astcd with htm and de« 
ceased befoir the marriage/ quhairthro% thik 
Alexander was worth ane better living nor 
might succeid to him be the lawis of the 
countrie. Efter this Issobellis deceas, fhit 
James, earle of Murray, maried .Kathereine^ 
dochter laufuU to Alexander Seaton, as is sup- 
poned, the first earle of Huntlie, called Gord- 
doun, quho bure to him aoje docbter, the 
quhilk was maried vpoun Sir William Crich* 
toun, air. to the lord Crichtpua foresaid : and 
gott with hir the lairdship of Frendraudbt into, 
tocher. The youngest wa3 married vpojuu 
Archibald Douglas, quho was promoved to 
the earledome of Murray, as said is. Bot 
this Archibald being .convict and forfiadt fw 
les majestie, the eacledopie returned, to the 
kingis handis againe... 

But latt us returne to our |xurpos and^istorie 
quhair we left. This Wilhame^ earle Dou- 
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gUs, being so insolent through the high pro- 

moUoua, begane to manteane so many as 

war plaine flatterreris, and awowed bis doingis, 

and war readie at his command to execnte 

sick mischiefe as was his pleasour. He pro- 

monred tham, yea, many of the^m from meane 

estat to gritt riches, aboue thair degries. Bot 

quhat soevir he wHs so bardie to reproach his 

doeingis, for it gainstood many menis con* 

sciences, howsoone it came to his eares, he 

cansed thame to vnderly the l^w, qnhair he 

heiog jadge and pairtie, spoilzied thame sak« 

lesUe of thair ly ves. Be the contrair, so many 

as depeadit vpoun him, albeit they had beine 

QeTir so guyltie, they war overseine, or elis 

he gave thame fair respettis and remissiounes 

of all thair offences ; quhairtbrow they being 

b^idft vp with sick Ucentions prerogatires 

aboue. othisris, they set no difference betnixt 

richt and vrong, oppressiuun, ravisching of 

vomeny theft, sacraledge, and all other kynd 

of mischiefe^ was bot ane daliance, so that it 

was Icjsttm to any defender vpoun ane Douglas 

t^ slay. or murthir, for thair name was so fear* 

e^ to eyerie innocent man, that when any 

mischeivous linuner was apprehendit for ane 

cxyme» no man durst produce them to the kingis 

justice, if they alleged that they slew ane Don- 
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glas tenant or wassat Through thb vti<' 
equal! punischiag of innocetitis, and great 
favour that he bure to tirrantts and malefac- 
touris, everie man begane to hat his tyrranie 
and crueltie, for he regairded no man, nor 
<^ the love and favour of the people, bot he 
glored to be dred of all men ; to tbeife and 
tray tour he was ane sicker targe, and be the 
contrair, ane plaine enemie to good men^ 
thinking it was ane great pleasour to. spoyle 
thanie ofi^bairlyves, and weill win to hirrie 
tbame of thair goodis and geir, and not onlie 
spoilled thame of thair places and slew tha>F 
freindis, quhom he favoured not, without all 
equitie of law, bot also spoilled kirkis and 
chappellis qphairevir he cam, and commit* 
ted the jewelli^ thairof to his proptume yse 
and proifeit. So all good men behoved td 
l^eip silisnce, and not to cry out vpoun his tyrr 
ranie* 

Alt this tyme James Kennedie, bischop of 
Sanct Androis was ane man of singular ver»- 
tew and verie guid lyi'e, held hknselff quyet^ 
ivaitting vpoim ane better fortoun, thinking 
that it was follie to stryve againest thestreune, 
having great hope, that no gritt craeltie, than 
was so exercised, sould bot have ane sucklen 
eiid. 

6 
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In this nieane tyme fell ane horrible cace to 
John Cameron btschop of Glasgow, princi- 
pal! rueller of the prince, and his ruellaris ; 
and to all mischeiife and innocent slauchter^ 
done in thir troublous tymes, ane marvellous 
example to all mortall man, to withdrave 
Ihameselffis from all vicked counsall, abuse, 
and vicked tyrannie. For he caused tbame 
to exerce oppressioun vpoun the realme, as he 
had done himselflf vpoun the poore tennentis 
of Glasgow, sua that quhen the power jdivyne 
of God had |>ermitted him to scourge and 
overune the people on this wayes, for ane cer- 
tain space, he thought to put ane end to his 
tyrannie. At last, vpoun Yuill evin, quhen 
he was lying sleiping in his bed, thair cam on 
thunderring voyce out of heavin, crying and 
Aunmonding him to the extreame judgment 
of God, quhair he sould give an account of all 
his cruell offences, hot ony fardder delay. 
Throw this he vakened out of his sleip, <and 
tuik great fear of this noviltie. Bott yitt he 
believed it to be nothing bot ane verie dreame^ 
3nd no trew vaimeing, for the amendaxient of 
his vicked lyfe; yitt he called for his chamber 
boy, and caused him to light candles, and to 
remaine ane wbyll besyd him, till he had re- 
covered the fear and dreadour that he had ta- 
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kin in his sleip. Be he had weilltakiti ane book 
and red ane little space thairupoun, the same 
vbyce and wordis war heard with no lese fear 
and dreadour than befoir, qnhilk maid thame 
affrayed that war about him for the present: 
BO that non of thame had ane word to speak 
to another; thinkand no lese than suddene 
mischeife to befall thaiyi all. And frae hand 
the same voyce and wordis war more vgsumlie 
hard cry nor befoir. The bischop renderit 
the spirit haistilie at the pleasour of Qod, and 
schew out his tongue most vyldlie as he had 
beine hanged vpoun ane gallons. Ane terri- 
ble sight to all murtheraris and oppressouris 
of the poore. Bot alase the wicked mynd of 
men, boldin with all conceived malice, dreadis 
nevir the terrible judgment of God, nor the 
good ard godlie men ceass nevir to imbracft 
bis good and godlie merceis. Bot to our hisf 
torie. 

Albeit the realme of Scotlatid was troub- 
led and afflic^ted in this maner, yitt the 
realme of Ingland stood in no better state nor 
their nightbouris did : for Hendrie the Sixt 
being bot ane bairne of six yeires of aige, 
crouned of France and Ingland, thair fell ane 
discord betuixt the Burgonesandthe Inglisch- 
men, oppressand France, with warre, fyre, and 
sword, ' arysiiig throw the slauchter of the 
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earle of Sarrisberrie, ivho was slaine be the 
ahott of ane gune, vncertaine by quhom. This 
slauchter and discord was verrie pleasant and 
profitable to the Frenchmen, who was govern* 
ed and railed in warres be ane voman of ex- 
cellent spirit, called the maiden of France: 
for at this tyme they began to be better of 
eoarage, and recover monie of the landis 
^hilkis the Inglischmen had reft from thame 
befor, and not onlte triumphed they againes 
thame, that is to say againes the Inglismen, 
bot also became victorious againes quhatsum- 
evir people or natioun they had debaitt or 
quarreU. Bot the Inglismen, thinking to aug* 
tnentthair strenth, be ane new allyance and 
affinttie, married this young king Hendrie the 
Sisti vponn the Duke of Lorance dochter, and 
lightlied the honorabell mariage of the duk of 
Orange dochter, quha was promised to him in 
marriage a befoir. Sua in contracting of hew 
freindschip^ the losed the old, quhairat the 
duik-of Orange tutk sick hatred and indigna^ 
tioun, that with nobles, freindis, and familiarise 
he l^ the Inglischmen, and gave over the 
band betuixt thame, and thairfoir, fra hand as 
the vnfortunat chance of worldlie affaires be* 
lEallis, that mischeife foUowis mifcheife, thair 
araise seditoun and marvellous discord in Ing- 
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land, amongest thamselffis ; for monie of tke 
nobles invyed the governance and impyre of 
the diiik of Glocester, quho was chosinprof^ 
tectour of Ingland, induring the kingis minor 
ritie,gathered ane conventioun, quhair they tuik 
him- and put him in prisone for that night, and 
hanged him vpon the morne thairefter, as if he 
had been ane commoun theife. The.principaU 
mover of this mischiefe was the duik of Bukp 
inghame, the earle of Bewmont, and the con* 
stable of Ingland. Bot how soone this vyte 
act was devulgat throw the realme, the duik 
of Gloucester's kine and freindis gathred ai)d 
invaidit aJI pairtes with fire and sword, qobyaii*? 
throw the earle of Bedford^ Somersaitt, and 
Shrewisberrie, quho being destitute of the de« 
fence of Normandie, to gainstand thair eofh 
xnies in France, and being destitute of thair 
freindis and kinsmen, quho war in France 
and Ingland, war compelled to withdraw, 
thamselvis homward. And so they lost the 
noble toun of Rowane, with manie other guid 
tonnes in Normandie. 

How soone thir npvellis war spread in Ing- 
land, the commouns in Ingland with no lese 
mischeife nor the rest, cheised thame ane Ir- 
land man to be thair chiftane, and then cagi 
fordward purposing to cum to London^ bpsMjl* 
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ittg right bighlie to be avenged vpoun the 
nobles rf the realme. The king being direct* 
ed sum gaitt in so gritt an variance, gathered 
an^ armie of all kynd of people, and send 
tbame forth to repres the proudnes of the com- 
moonets ^ vpoun qubom ' the commounes. 
msched so rudlie and furiouslie, that th^y 
vanquisched thame with small difficultie. Ef^ 
ter passed to London, quhair they desyred sum 
special! courtiouris to be rendrit [in] thair 
handis, and speciallie the Lord Gray thesau- 
rer, the bischope of Salisberrie, and the Lord 
Dudlie. Sua thir men war givin to thsune to 
disponeat thair pleasour, thinking that throw 
the jsacrificje of those menis ly ves, all the rest 
might eschew the present danger. Bot thir 
commounes war sufferred ivith the slauchter 
of the lord Gray. Thairefter they wairdijt the 
re3t in strong wairdes and fortalices. Bot als 
sopne as the lord Gray was execute, they be- 
ffane tp spoyll the toun, and slew all the citi« 
genes, bot ruth or pitie, that maid any defence 
for thair gear. This and such lyk crueltie 
maid the govemour of Ingland astonisched, 
thinkand that if they gott not remeid haisti* 
lie thairto, thir commounes sould overrun 
thame as they done the rest. Efter long con? 
jultattioim, they caused the chancellour wryt 
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to the commounes and thair captaine^ to istay 
and skaill their armie, qubill if they stanched 
thaif vproare, they promissed thattie frie re** 
dtiisstonn of all byganed and offences, and to 
proinove Hendrie thair captaine to great ho^ 
Hour and dignitie. The people war scone allur* 
ed, be the fair and pleasant irordis, who, when 
the high furie oppressed thame, they desired %b 
have beine at home^ willing to rid thamselfis 
of sick cumberis and enormities as they had 
entred in a befoif • Sua Hendrie thair cap- 
lane being left be thame, for whoise cans he 
attempted so high presumptioUn ; he was ta- 
kin and beheaded for his temerarious tnter« 
pryse : and his taker got ane thoftsand pund 
Sterling for his rewaird. Then the nobles 
dieingthatso long peace had ingendered so 
grit riches amonges the commounes, quhair^ 
throw they became so proud and insolmit^ 
that they perturbed the countrie in this wyie« 
Efter long consultatioun, they thought nothing 
better nor to wreak thame with e^treame 
warres, quhairthrow they beganeto gar Hum- 
ber. Cumber, and Northumberland to pro^ 
vock warres. 

It has beine the yse of this Ille of Brittane^ 
since it was inhabited aither be Scottis or Ing«- 
li^chmeuj that when evir they had warres with 
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thair enemies, they could never be sae easie 
dravin fra all civiU discord : and be the con* 
trair, being at dissentioun amongst thamseiffij^ 
tbey were compelled to desist thairfra be 
moveing of extreame warres. So the Inglismen 
as said is invadit the borderis both with fire 
and sword ; and hirried and tuik gritt preyi^ 
both of men and guidis; and so manie Scottish 
men as maid defence to thair invasioun, war 
criiellie slanie. 

The Scottis meii knawing weill the inten* 
tioun of the Inglismen, and quhat counsall 
was maid be thame was brokin, and also th€ 
eccasioane quhairthrow the warres begane; 
to revenge thir injuries done to thame, they 
gathered ane great armie of men, and in the 
same maner inyaided Ingland, burnand and 
slayand quhairevir they cam, and returned 
home againe with great preyis both of men and 
giiidis. So the countrie being invaidit on this 
maner on aither syd, and deadlie troubled with 
slauchter and hirschip, as said is; the landis oi 
Cumber was allutterlie waisted and destroyed} 
for the Scottismen invaidit that countrie with 
greatest crueltie, by resoun they war the firs^ 
provokeris of warres and battelL But how 
soon this was schowin to the nobles of Ing^ 
)an(l, they gathered ape arinie pf fourtie thou** 
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sand men, and send thame to invaid Scotland 
With greater expeditioun nor was beleived. 
Thair chiftane and lievtennent of the armie 
was the earle of Northumberland, and Mag-* 
nus Rid, knyght of the ordour of the garter, 
quho was brocht up in his youthhead in the 
warres of France : and thairfor, had so great 
knawledge and experience of warres and war** 
lick affaires, and als illiistrat with sick man* 
hood, that he was called the Inglismenes fa* 
ther in the warres, who was called be the 
Scottismen Magnus with the rid navie. It 
is said that this man had sick indignatioun at 
the Scottismen, that he desired in ane great 
wraith and anger of king Harie, als meikle of 
Scottis ground as he might conqueis in Scot- 
land, be the inhabitants thairof, and expelling 
of thame : quhiik was granted him. 

In this meane tyme, the Scottismen war 
richt diligent to prepair all sick thingis as 
war necessar for thair releife : to quhom 
George Douglas, earle of Ormond, was maid 
leivetennent, quho gott knawledge be explo- 
ratouris, that the Inglismen war cum in An<p 
nerdaill, smd had transported thair armie over 
the water of Sulvey, and had stented thair 
palKones on the watter of Sark; after they war 
camped on this wyse, yppun the morpie efter 
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Uiey had passed throw the countrie, and hir- 
Fied and slew quhom evir they fand. Bot 
knowand that the Scottis armie was approach* 
and so near thame, they tuik great fear^ and 
caused thame all that was bumand and slay- 
and, as said is, to retire' be sound of trumpet 
to the camp againe^ qiihair they put thamw 
selffis in arrayed battel! ; and in the vangaird 
was MagnuEi Reid, and in the reirgaird was 
all the Welsch men placed.; to quhom Jon 0« 
peneron was maid chiftane, ane man ofguid re* 
port, and of guid spirit in worldlie s^aires^ 
and the earle of Northumberland was in the 
mjdle waird with the rest of the multitud of 
the men< of warre. One the other syd, the 
Seottsmen placed thamselifis verie crafte* 
tte; for George, earle of Ormond, was in the 
staiH hitnself. The laird of Craigi Wallace, ane 
noble knyght of soverane manhood, was vpoua 
the' richti wing; the lord Maxwell, and the 
kiird Johnstoun on the left wing^ with ane chos« 
in companie of thair freindis; and mante other 
gendtnen of the realme. Soone be the armies 
war airrayed, the earle of Ormond said to his 
fellowis^onthis maner. ** I requeist yow, mosi 
yalient championes, to remember, it is for no 
wrongous quarrel), or in persute, but rather in 
our defence and saftie of our selffis, frdm thi; 
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Usuries of our enemiei» and thair tirranie. 
And yea all know, that in doeing so a befoir^ 
it is turned to our disadvantage and disple»» 
sour : for we have experience qahair we have 
beine most justlie invaidit be thame, yitt the 
infinit favour of &k1 hes beine evir readie to 
the just, and hes maid the victorie to inclyne 
lo ws by menis expectatioun : and yea may 
be assured, that the victorie standis.not ia the 
multitud of men, hot in guid courage, directed 
Irom a just quarrell. Thairfore, latt ws.d^M»d 
Tpoune Godis providence, and luik fw victo- 
rie, if that your willis be to delyver your 
selffis, your wayffis and bairnes from, the ty« 
rannie of your enemies." Be thir woordis way 
said, the trumpetis sounded to joy ne .the ar« 
mies: botatthe beginning, cam sickaneshouir 
ofdartisand arrowis vpoun the ScoltiS' van^ 
gaird, that throw suddene fear, they took pur^ 
pos to flie. Then Craiggiewaliace begane to 
reproach them, saying, ^^ It is not the dewtie 
of honest campiones to fear at the right of 
thair enemies, and to deject thair courage be^ 
foir they cum to siraikis. I exhort yow, thair- 
loir, to cusch forwardis vpoun your eaemied 
with ane manlie countenance, and if yea pur- 
sue aoe little whyll, think aot bot the victorie 
sail in^^lyne in your handis« sieing your nc- 
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tioQD is guid for tbe defenoe of your countrie. 
ToUow me» thairfok, and ye« sail sie how hap* 
pie a thing it is to put your ly ves in parrel^ 
for the resisting of your enemies* and dely ve- 
lie of your selffis from thair tyrannie and b,on- 
dage.*^ Qethir wordis virar said, his men war 
so inraged, and rushed so furiouslie vpoua 
Ihair en/emies, with aixe^, »pearis, and hal- 
bartis, and maid so great slaachter at tbe first 
to cuming, that tbey pat the Inglismen cleane 
aback from thair standart, and compelled thame 
at the last to tak the flyght. Magnus Reid, 
nothing effeired of this disadvantage, bot ra- 
ther bendit up, and kindled thairat in greater 
ire nor became ane wyse chiftane, rushed for* 
ward vpoun Craigiewallace, thinking to have 
slaine him. But his men bure him back so 
cruellie, that with small difficultie, they slew 
him cruellie with all his guard. The rest of 
the Inglismen had no better fortoun. duhea 
the clamour raise amongst the Scottismen that 
Magnus Reid was slaine, theln^lisch chiftaxie 
in quhom the Inglisch armie pat all thair con* 
/fidence and felicitie, thair cam sick fear and 
dreadour vpoun tfaame, that they might not 
long susteane the preas of the Scottismen, bot 
gave backis. Vpoun quhom the Scottiamen 
fi>llowed verie scharplie. Manie war slaine 
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in the thick of the battell, hot manie moe itf 
the flyght. The watter boldinit with the fil- 
ling of the sea, caused many to lose thair lyves^ 
and perisch in the watteris. Vtheris sieand 
this, doubted whidder they sould fight and die 
with honour, or live with schame : and pre* 
ferring the on to the other, war crueilie siaine 
vpoun the watter bankis. This battel was 
foughtin with great crueltie. Thair was siaine 
in it thrie thousand IngUsmen, and the gover- 
nour in the vanguard, and ellivin other noble- 
men, knyghtisof the ordour. And of the Scot- 
tismen, more nor six hunder. Thair was takin 
in this battell, John Openorene, and Robert 
Heringtoun twa noblmen Inglish knyghtis^ 
and als the earle of Northumberlandis sone, be 
whose convoy his father was horsed, and es- 
caped his enemies. Thaire was taine ane 
great number of vtheris, and led captive in 
Scotland. Thaire was such aboundance of 
riches, silver and gold gottin in the feild, that 
the lyke was nevir sene in no manes dayes a 
befoir. The spc^U was parted amongis the 
Scottismen, according to the rate of thair 
armes. Craiggiewallace was deadlie hurt in 
the feild, and died the third moneth thairefter. 
The earle of Ormond returned home againe 
with great triumph and imprisoned the princi- 
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pall ol thecaptives within the castle of Loch* 
mabane^ Efter this he was treated and ban- 
quetted be the kingis majestie, with great 
ipagnificehce. It is said, in the meane tyme 
of the banquett, the king maid ane barring to^ 
him, and Williame earle of Douglas, his bro- 
thir, saying, " Now my lordis, I beseik your 
lordschips, to remember, how happilie all 
tfaingis have succeidit« and quhat honour 
cumes tbrow sage and wyse counsall, by the 
felicitie and renoun that chanced to all sub-* 
jectis when they are ruUed glaidlie, and 
vnder the obediance of a king or prince: 
apd be the contrair. quhat mischeife befallis 
thame that runes overhead to any purpose 
without regaird or Ibrsight to God or man. 
It becumes all favorerisof the commoun weill, 
to conqueis all men tixBl arthair nighbouris to 
be thair freindis, and schow themsellfis with 
all thair strenth strong enemies quhen they 
are urged to battell be their foes. For in so 
doeing the prince has pleasour to rule and 
goverae the subjectis in peace and rest, frie 
from the injuries of thair enemies, andtirranie 
of oppressouris, and knowing that the con* 
4Jitoun and faschion of Douglasis from the 
beginning hes beine in this wyse, and yitt is, 
and as I suppone will be in tymes cuming. Bot 

F 
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doubt tbair is nothing so deare to me ts the 
Boblemeit of the name of Douglas, quhilk I 
favour aboue ali tbingis, intirlie witkmy hairti 
so that yea wold schow your selffis no worse 
myndit in the correctione of theifes and wuar* 
thereris, oor yea have done your iieIfB% fiist 
and last) for the defence and libertie of this 
r^alme. For if theives and nmrthertrid b* 
not puhisched, the poore anes nor the ocmii^ 
mdunes cannot leive in |>eaceor rest: nor hare 
no \yh^ qttho ajr the vpholders of the nobles^ 
and perchance your awin ktne and blood, al«- 
beit throw base estate they be degenerat; 
and being Christianes and participautis with 
yow of the favour of God^ and obedience of 
the same prince, to whom yea ar subject. 
And thairfoir I exhort yow to proceid in the 
renouned fame quhilk all your fbrbearis have 
conq^eist in tymes bypast'' 

Quhen the king had said, the earle thank^ 
his majestie.with great reverence, and promis*- 
ed to perseveir in all thingis as he had com-- 
mandit ; and nevir to thoall thtA nor slauch*- 
ter vnpunisched in tymes to cum: noryitt 
lat the same pas vnrevenged. Sua tbir nobler- 
men tttik thair leives, and passed home to thair 
wayflfes and bairnes; convoyed with thair 
kine and freindis^ with great triumph, joy^ and 
jfladnes. 



' ^ JAMSS II. SS 

Efter this, the lordet? and nobHitie of Scot* 
land stood in guid peace, rest, and quietne». 
Bot when the word of this sorrowful* battel} 
cam to London, it maid all the nobles and 
people of the countrie verie afrayed. Yitt 
that they sould not appear allutlerlie dejected 
of their vonted courage, they decerned in par* 
liament to revens^e this slauchter maid latlie 
in the battell of Sark. Bot when they gather- 
ed ane armie to send in Scotland, weill fun- 
nisehed with all kynd of viveris andmuinition, 
thair suddainlie came ane ciyill discord a** 
xnongest thamselffis quhairof the lyk was nevtr 
seine nor hard of before. The duik of York, 
the carles of Merch, Warwick, and Salisber* 
rie, with monie other nobles of the Malme, con- 
spired against this Hendrie the Sixt, quhair*^ 
feir thei dissemblit that ire with the Scotismen^ 
quhitl ane more convenient tyme, and luik 
how bussie they war to vex ws with battell^ 
being at quyetnes and riest, so they war ais 
solicite to procure our peace, being troubled 
with warres amongest thamselffis. They send 
ane ambassadour to treat for peace to the king 
of Scotland ; quho be the advyce of the no- 
bilitie, granted the same for three yeires: 
thinking it was not best to refois, sieing the 
Inglismen attemptis war sufficientlie puniseh- 
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ed ifi the last battell, by the hand of God. 
This peace was maid in the yeir of God 1450 
yeires, and this same yeir Sir Willame Golvill, 
knyght, sett vpoun James Auchinleck, ane 
neir freind to the earle Douglas, and slew 
him with sundrie of his freindis, becaus he had 
sustained sundrie injuries of his freindis, and 
had nevir gottin redres thairof, notwithstand- 
ing that the said Sir Williame requyred him 
sundrie tymes for the same effect. Bot the 
earle Douglas tuik sick high indignatioun at 
the slauchter of his freind, that he swore so- 
lemndlie nevir to rest quhill he was revenged 
thairof. And first gathered ane armie of men^ 
and hirried all the landis perteaning to the said 
sir Williame, and thairefter seidged the castle 
quhair he wa&, quhilk schortlie waswone, and the 
said sir Williame and all vtheristhat warthairin 
cruellie slaine, and the boiis spoilzied. Thair 
was mainie of the countrie that commendit the 
earle Douglas his interpryse, for revenging 
of his freindis quarrell ; if he had beine als 
diligent in punisching of murthereris and 
theifes that oppressed the poore comitiones : 
but maaie hoped that this tyrannie sould sum- 
tymie hav« ane end, that wexed thame at all 
tymes so cruellie. 
Atihx; last, the earle being so inriched throw 
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his awin great rentis, and buddis conqueist in 
court, and also be the great exhaustatioun of 
the poore people, and be the great importance, 
that fell vnto him be the oursieing of theives, 
he tuik purpose to visit other countries, to ad- 
vance his mightines ; iu so far as he thought 
no man equall to him in this realme. So John 
Douglas, lord of Balvenie, a man most lyk to 
his awin conditiones of ony man, being con- 
stitute procuratour and oversier of all affaires 
belonging to him in Scotland, in his absence ; 
and all necessary thingis being prepared for 
estate, took hisjourney towardis Flanderis, ac- 
dompanied with his brother, Mr James Doug- 
las,'a man of guid conditione, and weiirbe** 
seine in divine letteris, broucht vp ahe long 
tyihe at the scooles ih l^ffs, and luiked for the 
bischoprick of DunkeTl; thairerter to, the 
eatledome of Douglas, thinking becaus the 
earle had'beinie so Ibng maried, and not have- 
itig baimes, dispaired that hie sould procreat 
any in tymes cuming. Thair was in cumpanie 
with him'manie nobles and knightes, amongest 
whoiti was^he lordis and knightis of Hamil- 
toiitt, Grahame, Saltoun, Seatoun, and Oli- 
phant, men of great estimatioun. Thair 
was vtheris of lower estate, as Gather, Vr- 
quhart, Campbell, Forrester^ and Lauther, all 
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knightis and gentlmen, whoseconvoy maid the 
^arle so proud and insolent, that he represent- 
ed ane kingis magnificence, qubair evir he 
came. Out of Flanderis be pj^st in France, and 
out of France to Italic, and so forwardis to 
Rome. Bot thfe Romanes having knawledge 
of bis Guming, metl him with ane honorable 
coQipanie, and receaved him verie princUe 
within the toun. 

Bot Within two monethis efter his depart* 
ure, sume of the nobles of the realme invyed 
the earle Douglas promotione with so great 
rentisand dQwiniones^and oppreasii^of ytheris 
with his tyrranie, vsed of befoir, begane to de- 
laitt him> and schew his prydfuU apabitione 
and disdaine of the pepple» and high offences 
sustained be everie mao, the tyme of his great 
credit into cou^. Bot oionie sieing place 
giv^n to men tbaX pleased to plenyie, begime 
daylie more and more to pLenyie vppun Ixis. 
tyraa^ie* Bot the king, 9s became ane wjrse 
prince^ gave no suddpn credit in the ^rle's 
absence; and thairfoir, send ane herald ^ 
sammond John, lord filalvenie, procuratour to 
tbeearleDouglaSt to answer to sick complaqtis 
as war given in on himself, kine, and freindis. 
Bot sieing be was sumqubat stubborne to obey 
the command givin to hiin> the king caused 
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zae compame of naea of warre to bring him in 
against his will At tha qiihiik time, $smi 
perswaded him to vse him yerrie rigourouaii^ 
otherwayis eyerie rebell wold gainstand the 
iuugis auctoritie. They sieiog no hastie pu* 
nischoiient, and the king notliing looved with 
thair saying, who thoiigbt not best to puaisch 
such thiagis in this anger^ bot rather obey aU 
li^gis gentUe, least, diat if he ao«dd ha?e 
beiaiengoFons^ thair sould have cam great in^ 
convenientis and calamities vpoun the com* 
monnweiU ; and ^aia caused aoouse him« Md 
spear at him qiiiaat excnse he had to repell bts 
poyntts 6lf dittay aod ityiiiies, that was lliid to 
Ibe earle Douglas chaing^w an4 v%heris ttttt 
Ttm of his €ounaell anddependantis. QmhiUds 
|K)yiittS3 when he eoiM not gudlie odlmir 
ihamet be pat bimsblff W'tbe kingis wiH ; iwba 
comiyiandiR; him to resloDe to«veriemaa his 
4mfin0 elkr, as be might geH tyme and oppar^ 
lanitie. Yitt how isoone he escaped in ithis 
wayes, tand was fiie :at ^mb kingis kandis, lie 
keiped neT^ a word tint he ihadl spokin for 
repairing of his oftmoesas he was oomsDandit, 
fcOdowingtbe counsaUis of the earies ofiOar* 
mond and Murray; who albeit» Ibey durst not 
bpeoHe, yitt iiiey attborned him qnyethe ta 
disobedience* and all irlberas flatterreris to 
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qnhom dissentione was evlr pleasant, for by it, 
they thought they had ane voluptuous lyfe, 
60 that nothing was so odious to thame as 
peace. 

The king hearing of this proudness, caused 
the earle of Orkney, chancellour for the tyme, 
pas in Galloway and Cliddisdale, and gather 
vp all the rentis in these pairtis to the kingis 
yse ; and to mak colleotouris for that effect, 
attour, to give everie ane, ane command in 
these countries to refound the'skaithes and in- 
juries done befoir be thame, and to eschew 
from offending of thair nighbouris in tymes 
eumitig. Bot when the earle of Orkney pas* 
sed to Galloway and Douglasdaill, to the ef*- 
feet fors&id, accompanied with ane small ntim*- 
berof folkis, iiot onlie was he disobeyed ia 
his chairge, bot also mocked and injured be 
the earle of Douglas freindis. The king being 
provocked this wayes to anger, caused ane he- 
rald summpnd all such men quhatsumevir, of 
hie or low degrie, that favoured any Douglas 
to vnderly the law, and to declair the disobey* 
aris, the kingis rebellis, whose tyrranie, he 
thought to repres with fyre and sword. So the 
king, accompanied with ane armie, past in 
Galloway ; att whose cuming, the theives and 
murthereris took sick fear, that the tkSd to 



^ 
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Strong holdis and strenthis for saftds of thatr 
ly ves, bot the king sent ane great part of bis 
armie to pursue thame, who war repulsed 
verie contuineliouslie ; at the quhilk, the king 
took so great anger, that he seised all the forta- 
lices and castles in the countrey, amonges 
quhom, he wan the castles of Lochmabane 
and Douglas, and becaus the castle of Douglas 
was so difficile to wine, he caused cast doun 
the same to the ground. Bot Lochmaben was 
garnisched with men of warre, and not castin 
doun, becaus it was so hastilie rendrit in his 
will. Yitt he delt thair laadis, guidis, and 
geir, to thair oreditouris and complaineris, till 
they war satisfied of all thingis taixie from 
thaime, quhairof the misdoeris war convict 
The king, notwithstanding of this rebellione 
and disobedience, was not the more cruell in 
punisching thairof, nor he was: at the.b6g^n<i> 
ning. 

At last the earle Douglas being at Rome, 
it maid him to be affray ed: Thairfor todc 
purpose with all diligence, to cum home in 
Scotland ; but far from the magnificence that 
he passed a way with. For how soone word 
cam to thair eares, theypairted sundrie wayes: 
sum cam throw Flanderis, and. sum throw 
France. The earle got saife conduct 40 ciim 
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tbraiv. InglaoM). Bot qnl^en he was isilifclHfig 
Bear the Scottk bordery he sent his l^rofcher* 
Mr James, befoir him to the kingis majesties^ 
to knoir the ikiQgis mynd towards himi The 
jkiqg sieiog this youag man so ^^beduent, 
iKatiBg his bratheris p^ce, be receaved 
bim rerie homblvei saying, he desired 
CO mate of the earle of Douglas in tyme 
cwmng9 bot that he wold puoisch mw^ 
therens and theivis in ttMMe paiitis quhair he 
biire Bttctoritiae and rate, and namlie, ia Aa* 
nercbilL The earle Douglaa, efter ihis, earn 
home himselff, and was iPeceaved right heani«> 
lie be the kiog, asMl nemitted 'of all bygane^ 
quhairfer, he promised thsmkfaiUe to rule all 
tfaingM waChin his boundes at ithe kingis com* 
Muid : and lihen he neceaved ail hi^ streiHAiis 
and fortelices oat of the faandis of tj^ kingia 
soen <Jf warre i and tberefter hoidin in so great 
estimatioun, and favoured with the king, that 
JBd was maid liev^etennent-geoerall orer all the 
Makne« Botke stood not long in this credit: for 
.fragaiie fortoun changes the conceitis of mto 
in sick maaeri that they stand schort whyll at 
ane purpose. So schort whyll efter, he past 
to speak with the king of loglaad^ without 
knawledge of the king of Scotland, his awin 
{krincoj, to be repai|«d, as Jie alleged, of .san- 
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drie dangeris sustained be frequent incutsiones 
of the Inglischmen a befoir- Bot the king of 
Scotland was highlie commoved with his pas* 
sage in Ingland, not onlie injayred be him- 
selff, lightlied be the earle Douglas, bot also 
he thought sum quyet draucht to be drawia 
betuixt him and the king of Inglarrf, to has 
dishonour and offence- The quliilk, when the 
carle vnderstood that the king knew of his 
quyet doeingis, he tuik puiposeand cam right 
humblie to the king, seikaad pardon for his 
faultis, promiseand solemnedlie, nevir to commit 
sick ane offence in tymcuming : for quhom the 
Queine and nobles maid great requeist to for- 
give him. 1 he king being mored throw thair 
requeist, took him againe in fe^vouris, but de- 
pry ved him of all offices, and dischairged ik\m 
of ony administratioun thairof: and thairfor, 
placed the earle of Orkney and Sir William 
Crichtoun in these offices, quho war at that 
tyme true, faithful, and obedient subjectis* 
The earle of Douglas was so offendit at this, 
that he bated the kingis counsallduris as his 
deadlie enemies, and specialHe Sir William 
Crichtoun, for old fead that was betwixt 
thame. Attour sum flatterand courtiour said 
to the earle Douglas, that Sir William Crich- 
tpim said among his freindis opinlie, that the 
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king did not his dewtie iyk ane true and 
faithful! prince ; not onlie that he thoalled the 
earle Douglas to escap with his lyfe vnpu- 
nisched, hot also reconceilled sick ane man so 
oft to his favour againe, quho had deserved 
ane thousand deadi's for his wicked tyrannie. 
And said morover, that it had beine guid for 
the commounweill that the earle Douglas, his 
kine, and freindis, had beine rooted out ; and 
thair memorie cleane stamped away : vther- 
wayis, if this be not done, so long as he or any 
of thame lives, he was assured that the king 
sbuld never rigne long in peace and rest a- 
boue his realme, nor yitt the subjectis obey to 
his articles as becumis. 

The earle Doujglas hearing this, gave soone 
credit to sick vicked fals report of ane idle 
lowne, that delyted to put dissentioun betwixt 
noblmen : hot yitt he suppresed his irfull mynd, 
and took counsall with his freindis, how he 
sould distroy SirWilliame Crichtoun : for if he 
was cut off and slaine, he thought it but ane 
verrie small difficultie to wine the kingis fa- 
vour with all offices he had a befoir ; sua be 
vaine wordis of wicked vnhappie flatterie, 
thair kindled ane fire quhilk was not able to 
be slokened i^ thair dayes. At the last, the 
earle of Douglas being adverteised be sum 
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spyes that Sir Williame Crichtoun had sett 
ane day to pas to Edinburgh, thought to put 
that vnhappie purpose to executioua : and 
to that effect, he ordained sum bloodie tyrantis^ 
to ly in waitt in sum quyet place near hand 
to his gaitt, for his slauchter^ Vpoun the 
morne. Sir William Crichtoun, knawing no- 
thing of this waching for his distruction, 
phanced near by to that same place, quhairthe 
boucheris lay^ quho brak about him^ with sick 
ane reird and clamour, that he was vtterlie 
afrayed and abased. But being adverteised 
be his sone, ane young valiant man, and sum 
otheris his freindis, to remember vpon his old 
vonted courage, and not to fear, sieing it was 
force either to fight or flie, and the proverb is, 
fortoun helpis the bardie, but no remeid can 
be found for feiblnes; he defendit so man* 
fullie, till ane of the brigantis was slaine, and 
ane vther deadlie woundit : and at the last, sie- 
ing he might not mak his pairt guid, he took 
the flight with his folkis towardis the castle of 
Creichtoun for saftie of thair lyves, and sua 
escaped the perrill. Bot it was not long vn- 
recompenced, for he gathered ane great com* 
panie of his kine and assisteris, and cam for- 
wardis to Edinburgh, to be revenged vpoun 
the earle Douglas^ quho was remaining thair 
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with ane small number, bot ony suspitionn of 
Sir Williame Crichtoun his gattering : and 
'diairfor^ it was farce to him to flie, and 
leire the toun to saifF himselff, or elis bot 
doubt he bad beine in perrill of his lyff, and 
all they that war with him in companie. 

The mutuall injuries and desphightfull con- 
ceitis moved on both sydis, exasperat both the 
pairties^ that the ane of thame appearred to 
bring the other to vtter distructionn and ruin. 
Throw this dissentioun the realme was dirydit* 
into tuo pairtes and factiones. Bot the earle 
Douglas being verie heavilie comomi that 
he sould so schamfullie be put out of the toun 
of Edinburgh, be the deceitfuU gathering of 
his enemies, fearing that the king was not for- 
getfull of so manie offences done be him a be* 
foir, and thairfoir wold be more favorable to 
Sir Williame Crichtoun than to him, he 
thought to bind a league with sick nobles as 
wold be pairtie ; yea, far aboue, if it cam to 
the worst, both to his vnfriendis and the king 
himselfe, if he wold declare himselff in the 
contrair, and thairfoir sent quyet messages ta 
his freindis, and speciallie to the earles of 
Crawfoord, Ross, and Murray, to insist and de- 
bait againes his incursiones and dangeris, . 
that appeared to fall vponn presenHie. The 
6 
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men, 3S ane, bated Sir Williame Crichtoun^ 
with the rest of the courtiouris that war in ere* 
dit with the king. Bot buy hope of reconci« 
liatioun thair was maid ane confederacie be*- 
taixt thir earles and thair freindis, be supper* 
scriptioiies and soleme oathis, that quhatsum«- 
evir vrong was done to thame> or ony of thame^ 
or thair kine and freindis, sould be ane lyk 
qiuurreU to thame all, contrair quhatsumeyir 
man within or without the realme, and to 
spend thair lyves, landis, and geir, for the ob* 
serving of this covenant. The earle Douglas 
being so proud and insolent, that they boasted 
in all pairtes quhairevir they cam to haue the 
mlling and guyding of the realme, againes all 
menis willis, and to have thair enemies vtterlie 
extenninat. Bot this ambitioun and vaine 
vaunting was the cans that the king of new 
againe began to hat the hous of Douglas; and 
also sum linimeris in Douglasdaill that had 
hirreied all the lands perteaning to Johne 
Herreise, a faithfuU subject to the kingis ma- 
jestie at all tymes. Quhairof, quhen this 
Johne Herreise hard of, complained, and 
sought redrese at the earle of Douglas handis» 
and nevir could gett remeid, he tuik purposi^ 
to revenge the rrong, becaus he gott no jus- 
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tice. Bot this attempt succeidit verie vnhap- 
pilie, for, in the hight of Annerdaill he was 
takin, with his complices, and brought to the 
earle Douglas, quhair he was castin in the 
.yrones, and thairefter sqhamfullie hanged, as 
he had beine ane theife, notwithstanding the 
kingis commandement in the contrair, and vther 
jnessingeris sent for that effect. The king 
took verie heavilie with this contempt, bot 
superceidit it for the tyme ; attour, the people 
was soburdenit with importable chairges, that 
thair was no lyffe for thame, and yitt, notwith* 
standing, they durst not complaine, nor tell 
thair awin miserie in thir troublous tymes, 
for mischeife begane daylie more and more to 
increase. Vther noblmen that war full of 
substance had no will of discord, bot abhorred 
thir civil! warres ryssing amongis thamselfiis, 
and lamented quyetlie the dangerous calami- 
ties quhilk lay not in thair power to quhench 
nor stay *. 

♦ Here the sense Js evidently complete, and the narrative 
connected ; but, in the most modern of the manuscripts con- 
sulted, there is inserted the following passage, which is also 
adopted in printed copies of the work. 

Att this meane tyme the earle of Douglas cast himselfe 
to be stark against the king, and therfor sought and per- 
jswadefl all men under his opinion and servitude, and in spe- 



Thill mA^idheife increased so dmyi'vey tbivt al( 
me¥» 1<)Wk sQspitione that the earlei»of Douglafiy 
Ci^^fbrd^ and Ross, with tbair assis^noe^' 

dttV; tl^ ^nttefnen of OttAifmff, with Coile, Cunrick, mk 
Ctmifi^Me/aiid sll. ethtr pairtieg tbftfr weve neir adjaceBl 
mto hiiii ; dftsytemg tlmn 4ayhif to vicie and goe Wkh. IiUk 
fta iiis own hovKsbold' men and sev^anti^ and to asfiet) biraim 
dl tkingis vf^tftsoraevtr be iMad to 4o%, wlM^bor k :iir«s: xifglit 
olf'iA^ron^, with the king 0^ againest bim. Bol some odicf 
wjrse med, sefng the danger appearand of the •arleuf'' Doii* 
glife pi^^illg^, eontrak to the king and M« autficlride; 
titefforwotiKi not assist htm; n^ take part vivlb' faim,^iwi 
ride, nor g^nsr'wi^ hkn, mv be' hi« niaiiii Amohg/^t^Mft 
tf Ait wtt»^^OHe called Mactelan, wb<^ was tfatxm of - Barn 
bie 'fi)r the ti^e, and »)ster sone to Sit* Pfttriok' Gmj^ 
Who was maister of Gray, and- principal ise*vil«irf to thd 
ftfng^-'ttni) captane ofbis gu^vd. This MkctelMi, ^ kyra 
he bdl^'^d'the Itmg^'s gr^tce, and to -the ministration^ «f JU0^ 
Ike, wMeT M Ho wa> es' rtde 'with tfae'earie off DbCl^jbUMdMi^ 
trafr the kfitgand his auti)oTiti^,.noV^tiPi^Mb4i'hh 'bodnili^ 
doing no man nrrong. The earFe df Douglas selit^'thifs thM 
ttris man would not serve .hinr'fcs he' Idlesi^ed: carwe' haSMfti^ 
xmtb Ms bousewith ane grttit tiiihiber ' 6f tnefl,*awd Mdgei 
h, and took him out of the sarrline, and badt^'biftf-'tO 'tte 
Castle of Douglas, aiid ckst hrni l^re in ^ra4t^>prijoni 
His firiertdis sieing this, passed to the court- td'*btr^-PatHA 
Gray; to shew him the maner hereof, how it^^tood #hH' h\i 
W8tei*8 sone. "The which, t^hvn Sir Patrick GraJrh^J^the 
novelHs, was beaviHe di^pleaset!^ at the 'matter, and^- jg^assdl 
baist^lie to the king, and sh^w him the maneV tidw^ iiPsWbd 
witib bis shter^s sonne, (lesyring the king'» grace-itfl'^tftiicJllslle; 

6 ' 
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quhilkiwas the greatest pairt of the realme, 
should hastilie depose the king of his authori* 
tie, quhiik suspitioun being schowin to the 

Aat he mig^t have his supplication to the earie of Douj^ 
for to delyver him his sisters sonae, which the earle of Dou- 
glas had in, captivitie and prisone for the time. The king 
granted verte thankfuliie the samine, and caused write aiie 
•weit letter of supplkatioii to the earte of Douglas, for to 
deliver the tutdur of Bdmhie to Sir Patrick Gray, hiseame. 
Hiis writing being subscrived and signaled wiUi the kiii§fs 
signet, thttt after dely vered to Sir Patrick Gray to use the 
same as bethought cause, who passed haiskiUe with the said 
wricing apd supplication of the king's to the earle of Douglas, 
who was then iii the Castle of Douglas for the time, sitting 
at his dinner.; and hearing told that Sir Patrick Gray, the 
kmgis. familiar servant was lighted at the gpite, dn^ earle 
nerveUed much att the matter, wjiat that should mean^ 
and caused inconiinent draw the boards^ and rose and met 
the said Sir Patrick with great.revereuce and humiUtie, be* 
CAuse he was king'^s principall captaue and secret servantp 
and familiar to his grace: Whairffor the earle receaved 
[him] ^ith more thanks, fii^t all w&s und<^r cpllour and 
ideceat, for the ^{irk had no favour to the king, i^or to none 
of his familiars. Yit he inquired att the said P|^^iclF if he 
had dined^ who answered he had npt. Then,^e earle ^s^dd, 
tber wafr^^no.talk to be had betwixt ane full ai)d anefaatipg, 
tberfore yee shall dine, and we shall talke togitb^r atkngth/' 
> Iq thi^ meai^ tyme Sir Patrick Gray set doun ,to his din* 
per^and, the learle treatted him, and made him g9pd cl^eare, 
wheiiof Sir Patrick. Gray u^as w^ll contented, , believing all 
tUngs {Q succeid well therafter. But the eaile of Douglas, 



JAMK8 II. 99^ 

king, he took gfeat fear thatrof ; for lie kaevr 
Weill thair factioun was als potent, if they war 
not mair potent nor his awin, for he maid him 

OQ the other pairt, tooke ane awspitione and coijecture what 
Sftir Patrick Grayes commission was, and, dreading the de- 
syne thereof should be for his friend, the .tutor of Bomj^ie, 
therfore, in the meane time, when they were at the dinner, 
talking of roirrie matters, the earle caused quiedie take forth 
the tutor of Bombie out of prison and have him to the 
greene, ai^i there strooke of his head, and tooke Ae samine 
away from him, and sype covered a fair cloth on his bodie, 
that nothing might be sein of that treasonable act that was 
done. , ; 

In this meane time, when dinner was done, Sir Patrick 
Giay presented the kings writing unto the earle, who reve« 
ir^tlie receaved it, and considered the effect thereof. He 
gave great thanks to Sir Patrick Gray, saying, he was be- 
holden to hiip that brought so familiar ane writting fra his 
prince to himi^ considering how it stood betwixt thvne at 
tl^attyme; and, as to the desire and supplicatione, it 
flhojuld l^ thankfuUie granted to the king, and the rather for 
Sir Patrick's saike, and took him by the band and. led him 
furth to the greine, where the gentleman was lying dead, 
and show him the maner, and said, *' Sir Patrick you are 
come a litle to late ; hot yonder is your sister's sone lying, 
but h^ wants the head ; take his body and doe with it what 
yee will l" Sir Patrick answered againe, with ane sore 
he^rt, and raid, '* My lord, if ye have taken from him his 
head, dispone vpon the bodie as ye please ;" and with that 
failed for his horse and leapt theron. And when he was 
on horsback, he said to the earle on this manner, ** My 
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to mifeknow ajyi thairpi;QQ«i4iQiS^s> 9a4 §^i^:ff>r 
the earle Dgw^b^i a)o4 f^^tlM for hhp ;V)9)r^i^ 
humblid td $um |0 SftirUiig, ^nd jsipe^)^. w.U[^ 
with, and thairefter called him to the supper 
and banquette him verie royalfie, thiinkwui 
if ^t was possible with good deadis to withdraw 
If^if;^ ivqux ^is attempt that he purposed to doe. 

lord, and I live ve shall be rewarded for your labotirs thid; 
ye have ysed at/(his tyme, tccordbg to your deme^te/ 
At thjs spying th^ earle was Tkighlie offended, and cryecl^ for 
horse. Sir Patrick seing the earles fdrie sparred his hatib ; 
but he was chased neir to Edinburgh or they left liffn; and 
l^ad nptt b^jn his leid horse was soe tryed and good he had 
bein tak^h. . r . 

But, when this news cam to the king, he was heavilie dis- 
contented therwith, both at the slaughter, and syne of the 
chfissein^ of his servant. To that effect the king called his 
^creit councalt to advyse hereupon what was best to be 
done for to daunton this wicked man, that could noe Wayes 
be sUiunche4 ifrom reaffe oppression and slaughter, both of 
gre^t ix^ep and sm^ill. The councell advysed, and conchtd- 
id that it Vas best to flatter him, and to bring him in to the 
Councell be fair heights i^nd promises ; and, in the nieaiie 
tyme to punish him according to his demerit. So the king 
made biip to forget all faults and enormities done 1>e the 
earle of Douglas in tymes by past, desyring nothing of him 
but that he would be a good man in tymes coming, and for 
^hi^t cause desired hin^ effectuouslie to come to the councell, 
making him sure with all promises, that he should be saiflie 
pardoned. Some sayes, he got the great scale thereuntoT, 
or he would grant to come to the king. 
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At \Mti efter super, the kinge called the eatle 
Douglas to ane secreit chamber, and put all his 
men a syd e±cept sick as war vpoun the se^ 
creit counsati, and his awin guard : and then 
said to hitn verrie meiklie and gentlie^as it had 
beilie hot ane sober offence, incaice of his 
prydfuU mynd that he sould gainstand the 
kingis exhoftatioun and reqiieist. *' It is givin 
me to Thdet^nd my lord/' said he, <' that thair 
is sam confederatioun betteixt yovr Mid sam 
of the nobles of the realme. I pray ydw thair* 
foir break sick leagues and secrecie, that is 
not vonted to be vnder ane prince by his au» 
thoritie and command, and that yea wold be 
so guid to remove all occasioun as may caut 
^e subjectis of the realme tak suspition^ of 
youi' evill myndis towardis me. As fwr my 
selff I know tio evill, nor beleivesnaheof yovr. 
Yitt it war vnseimanfd to doe any such thingis 
as is noH consotiaat lo the lawes of this realme 
and pleasour of the kingis leiges. For ^onbt- 
ks it cannot be without scandatl of the peo* 
ple^ not yitt without the prihces hatred to 
eommitt sick thingis, as sail cans the' people 
keip evill ordour^ throw evil! example, by the 
qahiH(. the realme souM be abused be eveiie 
munf, enn as they war a peiople wi^Aietit law 
Of justice/^ . • .» 
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This being ,said^ end ipfuaie vther pleaaaat. 

wordis, quhilkis war impossiMe to repeat^ the 

earle Douglas, nothing moved with the kingii^ 

humanitie, answeired vierrie proudlie sayiogt 

that he could i>ot break that baml that waa 

once maid» nor yitt would he discharge the 

sainyn for no manes sayinges ; and that for the 

great offences the king had done to him, re- 

proachand the king verrie arrogantlie^.that he 

had reproved him of all his otfences. YitI 

notwithstanding of his proud answeir, the king^ 

exhorted him to doe nothing that was dege- 

nerat from the nobilitie of his forbearis, for that 

was verrie vicked that he had begune ; and 

was sufficient caus to tak his lyff*, landis, and 

guidis ; deserving forfaltrie^and his name to be 

abolisched and extinguisched for evir. Au the 

la»t» the king sieing that he could not spead 

with fairnes, and also dred that throw so proud 

answeires^ warres sould have followed thair* 

vpoun, as was rumored befor^ vnles hastie 

remeid war fund, and so he tuik ane great an* 

ger, and thought to doe the thing that was lese 

skaith to the commounweill, nor to trouble 

the baiU realnie thairwith, and so he. pulled 

out ane sword, and said^ 1 sie weUl my piiayer 

can doe nothing to caus; yow desi^ frctfn yaw 

wicked counsellouris, and immediadie ibairv 



JAMB8 11. 109 

efter he strak him throw thfe bodie thairwith; 
and thairefter the guard, hearing the tmnuU 
within the chamber, ruscbed in and slew the 
earle out of hand. This slauchter was maid 
in the yeir of God 1452 yeires, vpoun the 
twentie da,y of Febroar. 

Thair was in the toun of Stirling, at this 
t3rme,manieof the earle Douglas freindis^ with 
his brotWr James, Earl of Ormond, eai^le of 
Murray, and the lord Balvenie, knyght Cad- 
dach, and the lord Hamiltoun, aoe man of 
grit estimatioun amonges the nobles, with 
many other great gentlmen, verrie potent both 
IB riches and fretndis; Thir men how soone 
word cam to them that the earle ws^ slainie i 
and word cam to them within the toun, they 
remained all that night, and vpoun the morne 
they put James Douglas in his brotheris place^ 
as was ordained be the earle a befoir, quhl^ 
raatd ane Jang barring and exhortartioun to 
his freindis to seidge the castle and revenge 
the vnwcHthie slauchter of his brother with 
the kingi^ lyffe. Bot they kest sundrie 
thingis in thair myndis, quhilkis war not pos» 
sible for thame to doe, sieing they had iio in<* 
Taaiouh for. this effi^t, to seidge the castle^ be* 
ing so stronge. Yitt they gave the king ver^* 
rie uQCouth wordis, saying, th^y sould n^rir 
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db^y him^ nor acknawlcdge hiM agatae As aat 
|)fiiice, bot 9cmld be revenged on hii tilMi 
tyrantiie or evir they ceased, ^^ler this^.th^y 
htrried and brnnt the toun of Stirling, tad 
i(k^)yk all other latidii belonjfing ea%faer M> th« 
king or thame that wold not profese thair iw^ 
tioile) they tiraisted with fyre and sword: bnd 
tttn<>ngest the rdst^ the haiil landis of Dalkeilh 
Wer bmnt axid destroyed; atidihe CBsAt tttair*- 
of belted about with astitmgseidge, and ms6A 
thair solMAne oathis nevir to d^»aip| thaarfrt^ 
Viitill the tytne it war maid eqaall with the 
ground, fcr James hatted and invyed John 
JjSvA Dalkeith, his freind and kinsman^ above 
All other tratour, and that notwithstanding 
IM being his freind and kinsman, leftias^' 
ed to assist him in his attempts tod inierprys« 
m. The seidge lasted longer nor the seidgers 
%ieleived,for the men within defendit so valiant^ 
fie^quhill thair enemies, irked be so long y^mk*' 
ing, hungar and vther thingis, and ako throw 
great slauchter of mainie of their folht s; and 
mainie of thame so evill youndit, thai tbey 
war constrained to leive thair purpose^ and sua 
dissolved the seidge. . : 

The king beifigbighlie o^fendii at thir aom^ 
gant attempis, gathered ane armie Co pnniscdi 
thir conspiratonris^ fot thair temerarioua it^ 
terpryse. But when he saw he might not ^ 



h«y€'th« iffper Ji^iid vpoun thamei but doubt 
li« could npt ^fnak bk pairt guid ngckines so 
gjpeat ane araiie, he 1^ bia in«eattQun till aat 
btliter. tyitte^ lo the a^aaa iym^ wlien b# 
wae^. looking for the cflaaing, of Alexander 
Mrltt df Huntii^i t«4)om he bad cbairge^ b? 
ai»e; beraU% and ale requeiated hita ymTie, €|f- 
fiodtuoOslie lo cOifl for bis defeflGC) i ar^d ^ 
9fii4 Alexander verrie obedient vntohUpr4Dce!i 
dammtond^ was cUmi])^ feifdward with . s^4 
gr^aliiNrMievfof tbekingis ^ijqpfporf^: his^g^H 
iva9:vnbefleit be Alesmid«> iiarla.of Crawfor4i 
wblo was alreadie declared the kingis eneaaie 
2od rtbelj for les HiBjestie^ bt^aos b<8 bad coa-r 
ttenoed ih^ kiagia autbof itie^ being ^Mimmoadit 
be ane herald to Vnderly the law* The earle 
of Crfiwford ass^mbtil hie hiiiUfolkis of Ao^^ivh 
watbi ane great compame of bis kii^ and freind* 
is» and thaireftej* when tb^ earle of HuQtJie w^ 
miMrcbiog towardis AngiiSs the aaiilQ of Crfiw* 
ford camped bis folkis besydit the toun elf 
Brecbine; When both thd atmii^a w^r iCun^* 
and in otheris sighl, tbey riUscbed : fprwiirdis 
in lurayed battell vpoiin. otbdris^ Jt was 
kmg feughtin and ctnaleUie^ ^dd with tno^eN 
tame i/'.iotorie, 4a^ill anei owiptoieipf fri^sch 
tB0a bam to reiNsiw Whi batliiil, taking il^aH'.ad* 
vantage ivf the:hoai^jB)vd^>lfbae banK soJm^Ht^ 
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they war compelled to settle a little a back : ' 
The quhilk when the Angus men perceaved 
they war put a back » and having so great ad- 
vantage, they cam the more ferclie vpoun 
thame nor they did befoir, and namlie vpoun 
the place that was farthest chairgit ; quhiii att 
the last John Coilict of Bannamoone being sum* 
quhat offenditat the earle of Crawford the day 
befoir, beeaus he would not enter his sone in 
his land/ the said earle being superior thairof, 
quhairatthe said laird took sick disphight that 
he left the earle of Crarwford, and past out at 
ane syd ; whom ane great pairt of the ablest 
of the armie followed. This laird of Bahia- 
moone was captane of the aixmen, in whois 
handis the hailt hope of victorie stood that 
day. But the earle of Crawford sieing him 
destitute of Ihame, in quhom he lipned most, 
was compelled to ilie for saftie of his lyffe, 
and albeit the victorie inclyned to the earle 
Huntlie, yitt he gat not the same without great 
slauchter of his folkis^ Tuo of his brether war 
slaine, with sundrie vtherisgentlmen and com*- 
mones. Thair war slaine vpoun the earle of 
Crawfordis syd, Sir Joiin Lindsay his brother, 
with manie vtber gentlmen, quhairof had bdine 
great pittie, if thair had beine ane better 
q[uarrel. So the earle !of Crawford being van^ 
c|iiii<:hedii| tkis maiMierj; it is nidlithtttaiM^ 



gentla^n followed htm soferclie, thftt he drew^ 
him in the midis of the preas of the folkis that 
war gathered about thair maister to be his saif 
gaird in tlie midie of the Htght ; and so was 
compelled to pas with thame as he had beine 
ane man of thair awin, to the place of Phene* 
vin, quhair he heard the earle say, that- he 
wi»ched himselff tobe sewin yeires in hell, for 
the honorabill victorie that had befallen to the 
earle of Huntlie that day; considdering the 
great favour that he had conqueist of im 
prince for his releiflfe and repressing of his 
rebellis. Vpoun the morne^ after all the dead 
bodies war buried, according to their estates^ 
and albeit the earle of Crawford wasovercain» 
as said is, yitt he remained in Angus, as-'he 
did befoir, and persued all thame that war not 
of his factione, with great crueltie, waistand 
thair landis with fyre and sword, and nam« 
lie thame that fled from him in the bat* 
tell, in casting doun thair hoossis to thegnwd. 
This battell was strukin vpoun the ascentioun 
day».in the yeir of God 1453 yeiris. 

In the mean tyme, quhilt the earle of Hunt^ 
lie was occupeyed in. this maner for the li«- 
bertie of the countrie, the earle of Murray en* 
tred and brunt the landis of Strathbogie, with 
the haiU comes tbairof, and all vther landis 
pprteanuig to the eark. of Huntlie, qubilk mm 
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not loDg vntequyeted : for how soone he was 
tictorious over the commoun eriemiess of the 
i^me, he invaidit the landis of Murray with 
greatter dauchter and crueltie nor was done 
in his boundig : Att whose earnings the earle 
of Murraji with his freindis abd dyentis^ taik 
siok fear» be reasoun of the ret-entvictorie, that 
il behoved him to flie aff the dduntrie for the 
saftie of his lyfie« It is said, that ihe earle of 
Huntlie cam to the totan c^ Forres^^ and brunt 
the on syd of the toUa that apperteaned to the 
earle of Murray's kine and freiadii^ bdt spair* 
bd the other syd, be reasoun the greatest pairt 
thfltirof perteaned to his awin favoureris and 
weillwilieris. 

Schort quhill efter, the king caused s^tt ane 
prarliamoit be the counsall of bischope James 
Kennedie of St Andros, qubair the decreet of 
forfaltriej quhilk was led againes the earle of 
Crawford a befoir^ was ratified and approved 
a^aine: his guidis and gear confiscatt, his 
landis delt, himselfFdelait tratour for his rebel- 
lioun, add his name abolisohed and blbtted out 
cf the bulk of armes for evir. And als Janles, 
earle 6f Douglas^ the earles of Murray and Ros, 
Janves^ioMHatiiiltonn, and Johne^ l6rd Betlve- 
tAe^ and vtheris divers Ic^dit gentllnien^ were 
stiflimondft to the parlianieni to a certaiiie day, 
to vildcflrly thie latt for certain tA*ylne^ that the 
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king kail t6/ky to thaie i^birges. Bat tbl* 
was in waine, for myne of thaime thQughl fa^ 
msk obedience or x)ompei|ranoe. An4 fj« 
vpoun the nigiht dfte^ they war $umm04iMbt^ 
nam eKpIoratoorrs war sent to the touH pf S^ 
dinbpjrgb to ^py the fasehiobe of all thair pi?q- 
ceidingis^ (|1abo, at thair niaisferid commaD^I^ 
tit&xX paperis v^pojun tbe. kirk id^iores^ ^edU^d 
with the^drle's awSn-' hai^ %nd' signiet, l>0arrt 
ing thir -woddii- iri fofiect; the earle Thmg^ 
wold ^ot obey comoiandj noi: chairge in iymi 
cumitog beiTeasbun the kicig, w^as butiiins 
bloodie murtherar of -his ^aWio bloody : mMi 
breaker of. the /law 0f hoepitaliAie : anQ fals 
▼ngodlie thrister ^ inabcent .blood, without 
j^Qst quarrell or bccasioun : wjlh maay vtbw 
pontumelioiis sayingisy vnworthie tof rehei^rMi 
At the quhilkv \l\e king talk ad l^igh disdpiidii^ 
that he gathered ane coni}ii&me qf brmed men 
to invaid this tynrant : And siting it was ai>oill 
the dead time of the' yeir^ he coukl doe not 
thing for repairing of the same, except be 
brnnt the ix)mes and /hirtied the comitri^j 
and slew sundrie spydst he returned home 
againe, and deferred bis purpose quhill the 
spring tyme of tiie yeiin Bot the earle, vrikh 
bis asst8teriB,tuik little head of thair birschipis, 
dattchter,«or warre, bat w^s^ ^1^ insolent a& if 
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ibey had nevir beine afflicted with sick mis« 
fortoun : and, moreoyer, that the landis mod 
rentis perteaning to his vmquhitl broUier^ 
fiouM not cum vnder the handling of frained 
men, he sent to the Pope for a dispensatioun 
to marrie his brotheris wayff, to whom a great 
|)airt of the landis fell throw the deceas of bir 
husbandy besydisthe landis quhilkis perteaned 
to hir in heritage, kjahilk he could be no ma* 
ner of way obtaine. And, tbairfor, without 
law, or ony respect of God, or guid con- 
science, he tnik and maried his brotheris 
wayfF to the effect forsaid. 

In the spring of this yeir, thairefter, thir 
intestine warres within the boundis of the 
commounweill, begane to increase more and 
more, and sua continewed twayeires togidder, 
during the quhilk tyme, the Douglass brunt 
all the landis, and hirried thame perteaning to 
the king and his assisteris, and als to thaine 
that war not plaine of his factione. Vpoun 
the vtber syd, the king and his assisteris, ver- 
rie loath to vse sick crueltie for thair recom-' * 
pence, hot rather to break thair proud ene- 
mies arrogancie, waisted and hirried Anner- 
daill, Ettrick forrest, and all vther landis per- 
teaning to the other factioun. Att. the last, 
the earle of Douglas speciall freindis, sua 
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many as war left alytre' during thQ saidis cruelt 
warres, being wext and irked so long be £re« 
quent hirschipis, and surfeit roadis, draving to 
extreame powertie, gave counsall to thaiir 
cheife to leive and dosist from his seditious 
disobedience, and humUie to desir. pardon of 
the kingis.majestie, and render himselff bat 
fraud or guyle in hb wil| aiid(,gea(rice : qnho 
of his kinglie honour appe^raudlie^ could not 
deny tbe ^ame vntoihim: for^ if a king mviH 
denud hiniselff of all clemencie and pittie^ 
then it is ane signe and tokin of his fearfuU 
dred and terrour to everie man. Attour^they 
gave tbe earle to vnderstand^ that th^ king 
being so wext as h^ appeared to thame» throw 
longsum and tedious tr^v^U .tane pf.the ap* 
peasing of the commouQweiJiU.wdld be als ^lad 
to ressai^e him in his.favQuris, as he yrold be 
to oflfej himselff thairto: And sua not oiilie 
sould he be reconqeilled to his prince, hot als 
might cpnqu^is the freindschip of many othe- 
ris as principall aider pf «all mischeife rignieh 
and withi|i the realme. . Quhen hfs freindis 
had said this, he maid answer, that . he wold 
nevir put his lyff in that manes will and d^m* 
ger that bad first pat doun tuo in the ca$tle of 
Edinburgh, that war brother .bairn^s with hiiOi 
and als WUliame., earle of Douglasi hi« awin 



txrotfaerj'off qahomthe lylcmag^ ftever w\^m 
this reahne : ^^ and was not all ttiir men," sayes 
he^ ^< called y^rie lYoble, both bp bimselflTand 
kis present coansalloiiriS' tb ng4%teou8 acti'^ 
enmMs; to the effect thairbjf> the law c4 na^ 
ture and htM^halttie^ tHiej soiiid be evin as k 
war dead, destrojred and slalne y nder the cuU 
lour; of intertainnieilt ^ how mdkle • more fl^ar*; 
full is it to m^ to put myselff in 4Us' danger. 
So he thought thalr unas but on^ of In^ lobe 
chostpe^ either etttteaibe ohanbe elf balftfelK 
quhairfoy ane migtit have the y pperhanfdv dr els 
if they left the feildis and gaye ov^ Ihe iti^i^ 
pry^e, they sonld be miiithered, slaine, or b*- 
nifohed, aithep with iat0lk»*able fehairges that 
iqight fall to his hie''dert8ioan, skaith, and 
Bohameto his kine aAfd freindi^. > Schoi^fi^^ 
hk thought thatr was no other ^midway that 
inight delyyer him of that preseiit dange^.*' 
For the quhilk sayings, many begane fo lei^ 
bis mightie courage i«i ^ick advelrsltie : ythe- 
riB oot onlie disallowed his' obstinat mynd in 
siok vickednes, Iwt also reproached 'the allow- 
erii&andfortifieris of hiiti in sick pi^rversed per- 
S€fyeirance, thinkand, and weill it' Was true in- 
dead, that all they that had fed liitii' with sick 
jftatterie and disobedience, both toW^rliis God 
and the ki^g* wold not eontinew Vnto the hap- 
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pie end of this ms^ter, as they had promised^ 
to the destructione of the commonweill, and 
destroying of the prince; for they knew that 
his prydfulnes could not laik ane mischeivous 
end, as might be sufiicientlie vnderstood be 
the example of sick lyk men in all tymes by- 
gane, both in Scottis and vther forrane histo- 
ries. 

Then how soonetbe carle of Crawford vnder- 
stood the earle Douglas obstinat and wilful! 
disobedience, for quhois quarrell he had fallen 
in sick mischeife, he dispyted his compaine, 
andtuik purpose to humble himself, and cum 
:ih ane base apperrel to the king to ask par- 
done. He thought if he wold perseveir in his 
wicked society and band, that not onlie should 
he, bis kine and friendis, with thair posteritie, 
be delaited, and put from all memorie; hot 
also' the noble actis and deadts of his forbearis, 
quhilk thair guid service had conqueist, baith 
the landis that he possest presenllie, and als 
the kingis favouris, with great laud and co- 
mendatioun of all men, should be obscured 
andiforgott for evir. Sua when the king was 
cuming to the Northland, cuming throw An- 
gus, the earle of Crawford cam bairheaded 
atkd bairfutted to the king, cled as he had 
beine ane miserable cative^ guyltie of ane 

H 



114 CRONICLES OF SCOTLANOr 

cryme^ cotninitted in judgment, doUorous, and 
in poore arrajmient, to mak the judges haye 
commiseratioun and pitie. And so accompa- 
nied with ane shiall number of folkis^ sad with 
drearie countenance, kest thame in the kingis 
gaitt. But fra hand he cam befoir the kingis 
grace with teares burstand furth aboundantlie, 
and fell on his knees ; quhilk being schowin 
to the king quhat man it was, and quhat they 
war that was in his companie, and that the 
eark confidit much in the kingis clemencie, 
q[uhairin he had placed his whole hope of res- 
titutibun : then, moved bot any fear or dread- 
our, pat himselff in the kingis will and mercie: 
the king bad raise him vp to sie quhairfoir he 
came, all fear and dreadour sett asyd*. Than 
it was said that the earless courage being sum- 
quhat recoyered againe, dryed the teares from 
his eyis, and said to the king in maner follow- 
ing. *' If transgressouris of the lawis and sta- 
tutis of this realme hoped for na other thing 
at kingis handis, and princeis haveing the 
ruell and governement of otheris, bot that 
which the law decerned ; most mightie pf ince, 
I sie no place left to me this day for remis- 
sioun of my cryme : yitt, notwithstanding the 
samyne, reasone itselff perswadis me with guid 
hope to cum into thy clemencie, to impetrat 
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pardone for my offences, 213 it war to sum 
picker anchor; in whois handis lyes both the 
povirer of lyffe and death. For I believe 
clemencie to be the principal! of all royal' 
dewties, apd yee to have conqueist the same, 
as it becumes ane kipg above all vertewea* 
For if my seveir sleuth wold labour to put a<> 
way argument, of the same reasone it wold 
appear to mak away all occasione pjf amen* 
dement from thame that fallis sumtyme from 
reasoae^ and sua should all kingis vertewis be 
obscured and closed up, and ane broad entres 
opin^ tQ all kynd of defectione and iniquitie. 
I grant, iadead, tba^ man sould of his d^w^ 
tie ^ot declyne from ryght or reasoune. Bot 
ane thing I requyre, quhat is he that is ia 
greatest estimatioun of the commoun people 
m all civill and publick affaires, that may 
avow that he hes nevir fallin againes the lawis^ 
aitber for the cans of hatred,, favour, dread^ 
our, or invj ? I believe, forsooth, that no man 
can aay, it is bot caiceable to ane man to fall' 
in ane offence, bot to amend and recognise, 
and Qondemne his fault himselff, it is ane great 
gift and benifiet of God : For, it becumes a^ 
thaif Jies fallin in error, to the quhilk every 
moftall man is subject, to becuqni penitent, 
and amend his lyffe> with jfirme purpose to es^ 
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6hew the lyk intymes cuming. Quhairfoiff 
most clement prince, I am ane wearie man 
cum vnto your majestie this day, granting 
that I have faulted, and my conscience bear- 
ing witnes condemnis my awin doeing, in so 
far that I confes I am not worthie to live, 
vnles I be willing on the ane pairt myself^ to 
doTrect the former faschione of my lyfe, and 
on the other pairt, the great pitie of the noble 
hous of Lindsayes to fall into distructione r 
bot if yea help it in tyme, qahilk should move 
yow to restore me for my forbearis caus, even 
as it war from death to lyfF againe, for thy 
clemencte quhilk no man hes beine repulsat 
fra, at any tyme, that was moved with 
guid, without fraud or guyle, to bumble 
thamselffis thairto, hes givin me ane har- 
diement to ask pardone for my offences. I 
pray the thairfoir, that I may obteine this 
my requeist, and that for my forbearis, thair 
treuth and constanoie, cair and travell, tain be 
thame for the defence of the realme, and be- 
caus the beginning of our hous, progres and 
geneologie of the same, will appear to further 
me in this caise, I sail declar the same brief- 
lie to the first man of the surname, quhilk 
was called Lindsay, ane propper name thafi 
to him, quhilk now is the surname of our 
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elane. Kenneth, the second son to Alpine^ 
rewairded with large boundis, and landis in this 
conntray, for his guid counsall and souerane 
manhood in the overthrowing of the Pyghtt^ 
aiie long tyme thairefter this, Alexander suci* 
ceidit lineallie to him, quho was slaine at the 
bridge of Stirling, fighting richt manfullie 
againes the Inglischmen, our old enemies, for 
king Robert the First his quarrell, vpoun 
qul»)siB factione and partie he schew him selff 
that tyme, and all other tymes right manfullie. 
This Alexander begot Alexander quho was 
slaine at the battell of Dumblane, for the de^- 
fence and preservation of the young king, 
David the Second, from the tyrranie of his 
enemies. Schort quhill efter this battell, Dauid 
Lindsay succeidit baith to his fatheris landis 
and etc. ; for he was slaine at Hallidonhiil, 
when the Scpttis men war fighting againes 
the Inglischmen, for the libertie of our native 
countries whose nevoy, sone to John, his 
brother, called James, faucht vpoun the bridge 
of London ane singular combat with the Lord 
Waillis, ane strong oampione, and of great 
estimatioun with, the king of England at that 
tyme, and vanquisched him, notwithstanding 
of his strenth and might, to no lese schame 
Mid marvell of his adversaries then gritt 
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laud ^nd prais of this our native countri^. 
Then King Robert the Second regarded him 
with the landis and castle of Crawford, quhom 
throw our earledome, is so moved for his sin* 
gular behaviour towardis the commounweiU, 
be his counsall and convoy in all thingis per^ 
leaning to the weilfare of the realities the tyme 
of Robert the Second, and was rulled with 
greater craft and wisdome nor in any aiges ^ 
l>efoir: for this James ^ begatt David, qaho 
was my father, quho deserved great laud and 
praise, for the diligent inquisitione maid be 
him for the searching of the tratouris that pat 
doun thy father, of worthie memorie, and tuik 
so great travell in the punishing thairc^, that 
he desistit nevir till everie ane of tharae war 
condignlie punisched for thatr schamfuU trea- 
soun. Sua no man doubtis bot thy e3(cellen«' 
cie knowis p^rfytlie, be our Scottis histories, 
the wisdome^ constancie, strenth, and singular 
manhood, with the singular knowledge of 
wordlie affaires of my predicessoures, how 
eyerie ane hes lost thair lyves for the libertie 
and weilfare of this realme. But fy on me, 
most miserable and vnworthie tratour, that is 
so forgetfuU of all thir men ; quhat mischeife 
was in my mynd when I adjoyned me in ar* 
mow ivith the tratouris that conspyred an 
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gainest thy majestie, and^ by my cruell doe- 
iiigis^ compelled all Angus, with many otheris, 
to invaid thame that war earning for thy de- 
fence, for the support of the fals conjured tra- 
toaris ! O wilfull and fooll hardie interpryse, 
subtili and temerarious purpose ! O high fu* 
rie and woodnes ; O miserable chance to be 
lamented! not onlie have I broucht myaelfe 
in this miserie, bot also hes brought the haill 
noblemen and ffentlenaen of Angus to extreme 
danger, both of thair lyves and tinsell of 
houssis. Quhat sail I say or doe? quhair sail 
I goe or be ? quhat moyane sail red me of 
this mischeife ? All law positive denyes that I 
should live. Bot to ry ve the lyflf out of my 
bodi^ the actis and statutis of this realme re- 
quyres that I should thoall ane schamfuU 
dead. It is of trueth thair is no remead for 
me nor non of my adfaeerentis, who casuallie 
has fallin as men : I will not say fallin from 
tiiair dew obedienocfor feiar of me, vnles thy 
royall majestic, who hes the power of ly iff and 
death, mot have pitie aad commisseratioun on 
wi^ and grant ws grace and pardon, quhilk 
the lawis and actis of parliament denyes vnto 
wa aUuterlie. Yitt your grace naay doe bel> 
teif, sieng that kingis and princes may dis- 
pente with lawis and statutis. Auoui:, it is 
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ane lamentable caice to sie the noble aild bxx^ 
oient hous of Lindsayes, conqueist with grepi 
wisdome and manhood and travellis, to perisch 
onlie for the offence of onlie on man, I pray 
the thaiffoir, most mercifull prince, that I be 
not debarred from thy favouris, or exyled 
thairfra, or y itt denyed of thy humanitie, quhilk 
hes beine schowin larglie to divers vtheris a be- 
foir. For, if it be ane great excellence to van-^ 
quisch thy enemie, yitt no leseprais with guid 
adwysement to have pitie on him ; becaus it 
is vnderstood be ane snir puissance^ when lie 
moderatis his awin strenth and power, and 
knowis how to overcum his awin effectis of 
ony victorie. I regaird not my awin personn 
any maner of way, thairfoir it is content to ws 
to vnderly ony punischment yow pleas, aither 
to be hanged, to be rivin with wyld beastis, 
to be drouned, castin over ane craige. It is 
nather the fearfuU induring of my deanest 
spous, nor the greitting of my bairnes, nor the 
lamentable sobbing of my freindis, nor hir- 
schip of my landis, that moves me so meikle 
as the decay and falling of our hous, and la- 
mentable change of fortoun of the noblmei; €i 
Angus, with the rest of my adheerentis, whose 
lyves« landis, and guidis, standis in danger for 
qiy caus and surname of Lindsayes. HaiF^ 
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dompassioun on the noblemen that concordit 
to ixiy factioan, that they, at the least, be not 
spoilzied of thair ly ves and heritages for my 
offence/' 

Quhen the earle had endit, the noble and 
gentlemen of Angus, that cam with the earle 
to seik remissioun, held vp thair handis to the 
king most dollourouslie, crying mercie, quhill 
thair sobbing and sighing cutted the wordis, 
that almost thair prayeris could not be vnder- 
stood ; throw the quhilk thair raise sick ane 
ruth and pittie amongest the companie, that 
nane almost could conteine thamself&s from 
teares. And so everie man begane to implore 
the kingis majestie for respit to the earle and 
his assisteris; bot principallie James Kenne- 
die, bischop of Sanct Andro8,and Sir Williame 
Crichtoun, be whose persuasioun the earle 
cam at the tyme to seik mercie, whom he 
compelled, contrair thair heartis, to man- 
taine bis treasounand conspiracie, praying 
the king, of his benignitie, to spair him, for 
the experience of his mischeife that had fallin 
thame throw his rebellione, it sould mak them 
mare humble and obedient to thair prince nor 
if thi^t had i^vir fallen a befoin Attour, so 
great ane manes repentance and obedience to 
his prince was not to be lightlied : have qonn« 
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deratione to the circamstancc of tyme and 
present danger that was in the realme ; for, if 
sick ane thing be as fayth and tnieth, no man 
gudlie can beleive or suspect any fraad or 
gnyle. 

Be thir menis wordis, lamentable gestnr, 
countenance, and earnest prayeris of the earle 
Crawford and his assistouris, and be the re- 
queistis and prayeris of sick as war about him, 
[the king] commanded thame to be of gnid 
confort, and to be of better my nd towardis the 
affaires of the commonnweiU nor they war a 
befoir, saying, that he nather desired the 
noblemens landis, lyves, guidis, nor geir; but 
rather to conqueis thair heartis and freind* 
sdiipis : and that it was of truth, that he wax- 
ed irfnll againes all conspiratouris, hot yitt 
wold setle his mynd so soone as they became 
penitent of thair offences. And also he vnder«- 
stood that it became an prince to be r(^venged 
Tponn rebellis and mnrthereris, of his majestie 
yit, notwithstanding, he would vse great mo- 
deranoe hearin, and deall with them als gent- 
lie as he conld, without dangeris of vtheris, and 
evill example. Attonr, he desired no greater 
revenge of them, nor to sie ane man of great 
spirit and courage, attemptand, schort qubyli 
aince, so tcm^raiioiislie above his degrie, now 



JAMIS II. 138 

rendfing himselff frie without any compnl* 
iione» sathat he granted he had no other help 
or refuge of restitution, hot to render himselff 
in the kingis clemencie. And that he being 
denud of all honour, fear and dreadour sett a 
syd, asked mercie and forgivnes of him oU 
his knies, quhom he pursued most crueliie^ 
adjoyned and sociat with the most cruell ene<- 
mies of the realme. 

How soone the king had said this and sicki- 
lyk wordis^ schewing bis mynd inclyned to 
mercie, he ressaived the earle and his assis* 
touris to his grace and favouris, absolved thame 
from les majestie, restored tham to thair for- 
mer dignities and estates, quhilk was great joy 
and gladnes to all that beheld the same. But 
the earle gloried in his happie eventure^ and 
conveyed the kingis majestie ia the north, and 
with him ane chosin companie of young abl^ 
gentlmen of Angus, and, in the month thair* 
efter, banquetted him in the Castle of Phene- 
vin^ and promised faithfuUie to be readie with 
all bis forces to fight againest the conjured 
enemies of the realm e^ when and quhair it 
pleased the kingis majestie. The earle being 
in this wyse reconciliat and ress&ived in the 
kingis favourifi, gave over all kind of tyrranie> 
and became ane faithful! subject and sicker 
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targe to the king and his subjectis. , Att the 
last^ in this maner being reconciliat and sett at 
quyetnes and rest, his freindis, and all otheris, 
as appeared, being also in great tranquilities 
fortoun, that suiTeris nothing to remain stable, 
but all thingis subject to ruine and decajr^ 
Jeining vpoun ane bruckle staffe, thoalled not 
the happie estat of this man long to continew, 
for, in the saxt moneth efter his restitution, he 
took the hot fevir, and died in the yeir of God 
14A4 yeires, and was buried with great trumph, 
in the Greyfrieres of Dundie, in his forbearis 
sepulchre. 

.In the same yelr the coUedge of Glasgow 
was fundit. In the yeir preceiding, Maho* 
mett, prince of the Turkis, seieged and wan 
the famous citie of Constantinople, and did 
great slauchter and cruehie vpoun the Chris* 
tianes quhairevir he came, Nicolas the Fyft 
being pope of Rome, and maid the same, 
from thence furth, his principal! dwelling 
place, and yitt possessis the same. 

In the nixt yeir thairefter, quhilk was the 
fyftie-fy ve yeir of God, thair was ane parlia* 
snent sett att Edinburgh, qiihair James earle 
of Douglas, Beatrix his brotheris wayff, pre-- 
tendit spous to himselff, George earle of Orw> 
mond, and the lord JQalvenie, war altogiddear 
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forfalt and condemned to the dead. Thair was 
ane conventione thairefter, quhair the king 
called to remembrance how that the earledome 
of Murray was reft from James Crichtoun by 
the subtill craft of vmquhill William earle of 
Douglas, and given to Archibald his brother^ 
and he restored the same againe to him. Bot 
when James Crichtoun perceaved that he 
could not jose the 1andis» bot with the hatred 
of tnonie gentlmen, he laboured fra hand to de« 
nud himself thairof, and pat it in the kingis 
handis, and his sone thairefter, called George 
Crichtoun, in recompence thairof, was maid 
earle of Cathnes. Attour, William Hay, then 
constable of Scotland, was the first belted 
earle of Erroll, and also in the same vther 
conventioun incorporatto the number of lordis 
and barronnes in Parliament, and sundrie 
vther knyghtis, as Darnelie, Haillis, Lyil, and 
Lome. 

Efter this counsall was dissolved, the king 
caused raise ane new armie to pas vpoun the 
commoun enemies of the realme; and first he 
invaidit Gallaway, quhilk was rendrit but ony 
difficultie, with all the strenthisthairof. Thair- 
efter he past in Douglasdaill, quhair greater 
cruel tie was vsed then in Galloway, and the 
haill men and guidis tain vp as ane just prey^ 
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be the kingis men of warre, becaus the inhabi- 
tantes war stubborne, and maid thame to gain- 
stand the kingis auctoritie*. Bot whea the 

* In the most modem of the MSS. already cited, these 
incidents are detailed at greater length. 

** The XXV. chapter. Bot when the earle of Doug- 
las lands and men were overthrowne with such calamities, 
Sir James Hamiltoun, the earle of Douglas familiar servant; 
was sent to England for support against the king of Scotland, 
in defence of the earle of Douglas. But he obtained no 
men but money. The which being obtained, he persuaded 
the earle of Douglas to offer the king extreame battell. To 
that effect he caused take up bands and men of warre to the 
number of thrie hundreth horsmen, and thrie hundreth fool- 
men, to be under the captanrie and government of James 
Hamiltoun, and also he caused seike all dients and familiars, 
and his tender kindred and friendis, with all them that fa- 
voured him in the realme of Scotland at that time, charging 
them to be readie at the appointed day, to come to him and 
debate him and his lands against the king when he came to 
persew him, and speciallie if he seiged Abercorne. 

" Wheii the king heard of this perswasione of the earle of 
Douglas, he was greatlie affeared, thinkand that he had wast- 
ed himselfe and his money, and had tyred all his subjects in 
the persute, hership, and dantoning of the earle of Douglas, 
the whilk he thought by that extreamitie, that lie had used 
toward the earle of Douglas, was occasion if the said earle 
might be partie to him be any way, that he might give him 
battell, either be tinseil or wining to put the whole realmer 
in jeopardie ; the which the king was verie loath to doe : 
and so the king was verie pensive in his mynd, what was best 
to be done in defence contrair the earle of Douglas, whom he 

5 
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earle Douglas landis war overthrowne with 
sick calamities, James Lord Hamiltoun, the 
earle Douglas familiar freiud^ was sent in Ing- 

toew to have so matiy fayoureis at that tyme, that it was 
impossible to bepartie to the said earle, if he pleased to rise 
against him and giye him battail. Yet the king devysed 
ane subtill and craftie meane against the said earle, that is 
to say, he caused the word gang to the earle of Douglas 
eares, that he was to passe out of the countrie, and that for 
fear of the earle of Douglas. 

** Thir thingis coming to the earle of Douglas, he was verie 
rejoiced heereat ; and was the slaker in the rising of his men 
and armie against him, thinking that he should obtaine his 
puq)0se, but any battell or gan^standing of the king. But 
in ^is meane tyme, the king caused the earle of Orkney, the 
eatie of Angus, with others sundrie barrons and gcntlemien, 
to the number of six thousand men, with provision, to be 
readie at ane certane day ; as he advertised them to passe 
to the castle of Abercome, and to seige it. 

** In this meane time the earle Douglas, hearing that the 
king'^s armie was come to the castle of Abercorne, and was 
saging it^ he believed surelie that the king had been there 
himselfe'. Therfor he seiit afid warned all his kinred, and 
friends, and alyants, and all that would doe for him in Scot- 
land, chargeing them to meet him at Douglas, the tenth day 
hdrafter, with twentie dayes victualls, to passe with him to 
the castell of Abbercerne, ther to rescue the samine, or els 
to give the king battell, and cause him either to fight or flie 
imt of Scotland. 

'^ The king hearing this, was stupied in his mind, thinking 
fais armie was over little at that time, to debate against the 
earle of Douglas, for it was sbowen to him he would be 
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land, to desir support againes the kingis ma^ 
jestie, quhilk, quhen it was refuissed, and se* 
ing no out gaitt, he perswaded the earle 

fourtie thowsand men in armour against the king at thatt 
time. The king, seing no refuge, passed in ane sktipe hasti- 
lie to St AndreweSy ther to meet with bishop James Keiine- 
die, and to have his counsell thairunto, showing to him that 
the earle of Douglas was gathering ane great armie either to 
fight with him, or to chase him out of the countrie : and at 
soehe knew noe support to be hadhastilie at that time; 
therfor he desired his counsel], what he thought best to be 
done hereintiU. This bishop was ane wyse and godlie man, 
and answered the king in this maner, as after follows, saying, 
** Sir, I beseech your Grace, that ye take a little meat to 
refresh you, and I will passe to my orature and pray to God 
for you, and the comonwealth of this realme and cuntrie. 
This being spoken, the king passed to his disjoine, and the 
bishop to his orature to mak his prayer to Almightie God, 
to open his mouth to give him knowledge and utterance to 
giv9 that noble prince, who was destitute and comfortles of 
all good counsell, that he might give him instructione and 
learning how he should escape that great perreil and danger 
apparentlie to fall at that time. Then this bishop to<A the 
king's grace be the hand, and led him to his orature, b^seik* 
ing him to mak his earnest prayers to the Almighty, that he 
would strengthen him with his holy« spirit, that he might 
with ane bold courage resist his enemies, who were risen a« 
gainst him contrair the cbmmandement of God, and com^ 
monwealth of the cuntrie, beseiking God of his mighty pow- 
er and grace, that he would grant him victorie of thes con- 
spirators and rebellers, who wer risen against him, but any 
cause made be him, and specialli^ that he would grant hin 
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Douglas to gather his haill forces, aod to in- 
terpryse his recoveries in sett battell agaioes 
the king, and takr the extreme chance of for* 

tbe upper hand of the earle of Douglas^ and hit complishea, 
likeas he had done before against him and his oppressors, 
when ^ey oppressed the commonwealth of the cuntrie. 
This being done, the king passed in this manner to hb devo- 
tion, as this holy bishop had commanded him. And after, 
when the king had ended his prayer to Almighty God, then 
tids bishop, seing the king desolat of good counsell, and dia- 
paired of good hope or success of any yictorie to fall to him, 
contrair his enemies, caused him to passe into his stndie, or 
secreit house, where his bowes and arrowes lay, with other 
iundrie Jewells of the said bishop's.** 

The remainder of the general narrative proceeds as after* 
terwards given in the text, when describing the character of 
Bishop Kennedy, but somewhat more diffuse, and also with 
alight differences in the arrangement. Complete coinci* 
dence, indeed, is seldom seen in two manuscripts of unequal 
antiquity, and, as already observed, all that have occurred tp 
the editor of this volume differ from each other. 

It cannot but appear remarkable that a subject should thus 
be able, on a sudden emergency, to collect a military force, not 
only sufficient to overawe the sovereign, but exceeding all the 
troops which he could raise in his defence. Nothing can 
better prove the inefficient government of Scothind, and the 
rebellious sentiments of the powerful nobles; and, unless 
for the interposition of fortuitous circumstances on this oc* 
oasion, possibly a struggle might have ensued, whether the 
family of Stewart or Douglas should wear the ^rown. The 

•l 
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toun, rather than \y in perpetual danger and 
continewall afflictioun as they did; for if they 
gott the vpper hand, they sould have the realme 

tomultaous overthrow of royalty is commonly followed by a 
competition under whom it shall be revived, and in tiioie 
days the existence of any democratic faction, that is, popo- , 
lar influence, had not been ccmceived possible in Scotland. 

If we are to credit most of our ancient historians, powfir- 
ful amiies could be brought into the field with little warn- 
ing. But, with them, we cannot deny that thir^ and forty 
thousand seem numbers always ready at command, and we 
can scarce avoid conceiving that their descriptions are 
frequently exaggerated* It is difficult to believe, that, in 
a country said to be so thinly ))eopled, where agricultare 
was in infancy, and traffic almost unknown, so great an ar- 
my as sevenly thousand fighting men could be collected on 
the emei^ency in question. If that regular pfogression 
which we are taught to admit has taken place in the popu- 
lation, we should be prone to conclude that there were hard- 
ly so many men in all Scotland fit to bear arms three hon* 
dred and fifty years ago, or, if such were actually the case, 
that it is far from probable four-sevenths of these could be 
levied by any subject, however potent by alliance or ter- 
ritory. 

Yet it must also be considered, that the levies of old were 
carried to>an infinitely greater extent than those of the pre- 
sent, day^ which cannot fail to influence our opinions ; nei- 
ther had a commander to combat the same difficulties as ait 
now experienced in subsisting an army. 
5 
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at thair pleasour» with ane houris travel!, and 
if they war overcuin, himselff, kine, and freind- 
is» could be no wors nor they war alreadie y 

AU men beliween sixteen and sixty were summoned to 
tttend ihe sotereign, and ^ach vassal was subject to the 
command of his immediate overlord, though the whole were 
boimd in service to the king. But the individuals compos- 
ing this levy were not merely obliged to give personal at* 
l^aoce ; it was necessary that they shpuld come prepajre^ 
with arms and annouri and a supply of provisions for a cer* 
tain specified jtime. Numerous examples occur in the roy« 
al proclamations, by which this is diversified, according to the 
expected duration of the duty, and here we see the adherents 
of the earl of Douglas attend him with the like means of 
subsistence. So indispensable a precaution was the provision 
of th^ soldier, that an example will soon appear of the total 
fiftil^re of an expedition, where delay occasioned premature 
consuD»ption pf his supply. When exhausted it does not 
appear that any measures except plunder from the enemy 
were adopted for its renewal. 

Froim these circumstances, it is evident, that a principal 
cluMtce of success on the one part, rested in the promptitude 
of military movements, while, on the other, an enemy was, to 
he enfeebled by protracting the contest. Accqrdingly, we 
ol^erve, that so Ipng as the immediate accomplishment of 
the iiUiended purpose was kept in view, the energy of the 
troops wa3 greater, and that it declined in proportion. as that 
became more remote. 

On ccmsidering the munner in which the Scotish levies were 
made, little doubt can remain that an army was composed 
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and his enemies should put ane haistie end to 
all thair caires and labouris, quhilkis had 
%-oubled thame so long. For not onlie wa» 

of a tumttkuous assemblage of men, for the most part Uh* 
i4il1ed in warfare ; nor were their leaders adapted for much 
'more than predatory incursions on an enemy* Personal 
prowess was nevertheless effectually substituted for a refined 
knowledge of military tactics; whence an inferior force 
was wont to defeat the plans of a more powerful adver- 
sary. In contests with the English troops in the field> 
the superior knowledge of the latter, rendered them in ge* 
neral successful, and in the prosecution of sieges, both 
parties relied on the skill of foreigners. The besieged 
seldom submitted without the most determined resistance ; 
nor is this surprising, if we reflect that, by the barbarous 
usage of antiquity, the punishment of a garrison by a vie*' 
torious enemy was cruel, in proportion to the vigour of 
defence. Frequently a brave commander and his comrades 
were massacred in cold blood J 

Uke all nations emerging from baibarisra, our ancestors 
were impatient of controul : if matters did not suit their ex- 
pectation, they considered the bond of allegiance dissolved. 
As the clans were under their respective leaders, it is hot 
difficult to appreciate the diinger to the common cause with 
which the dissatisfaction of the latter was pregnant. On 
such occasions, they either evaded approaching in sufficient 
time, or afterwards sought means to withdraw, when their 
assistance might be most useful. Severe penalties were 
therefore attached to either offence. Protracted operations 
of warfare were utterly advene to the disposition and incU^ 
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the lord Hamiltoun and his adheerentis di^ 
paired of aae better fortoun to cum, hot also 
the might perceare extreme danger at hand^ 
throw daylie augmentatioun of the kingis 
power, and continewall diminisching of thair 
awin power* James, earle of Douglas, inflamed 
with thir and vther sicklyk wordis, gathered 
his clyandis, kine and freindis, and passed for- 
ward with displayed banner, to seik the kingis 
armie, lying at the seidge of Abercorne, qubilk 
notwithstanding war monie les than the earie 
Douglas armie, yitt the exceidit thame far in 
^trenth and courage, sua that when the battel* 
lis war arrayed, standing in otheris sightisi 

nation of the inhabitants of Scotland : rapid incursions and 
speedy retreats were best adapted to their genius* 

Nothing was so injurious to the state as the unremitting 
wars of the people, either from internal dissension, or from 
contests with ^e sister kingdom : for the peasantry being 
removed from their proper vocation, not only afforded an 
opportunity for the destruction of their slender means of 
support, but agriculture, on which the subsistence of a na* 
tion so essentially depends, was retarded, and rendered abor- 
tive. Bands of lawless freebooters besides, arose, who, shel* 
tered by the name of their clan, plundered indiscriminately 
.from friend and foe: and many were at length glad, by vo* 
luntary sacrifices, to purchase immunity from their licenti* 
«U5 depredations, « 
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James earle of Douglas perceaved his folkis 
sumquhat dejected, and dreadful! in counte- 
•liance ; he retired thame back to thair campi, 
thinkand that they sould be better incouraged 
to fight vpoun the morne. But this displeased 
his freindis and prtncipall counselioaris, who 
war highlie commoved, and declared that his 
purpose wold be his vtter disadvantage, and 
should perchance nevir gett so oianie in his 
opinion, sembUt in armour againesthe king 
to perform thair purpos; for that, withdrawing 
of the armie to thair camp againe, should en- 
'cowrage the kingis men so and mak thamself- 
fis the more feible. And aboue all men it dis- 
pleased James Lord Hamilton, quhairfoir in 
the night following he begane to pause and 
muse with himselff, how throw blind afTectioun 
he had followed and debaited the quarrel so 
long of James earle Douglas^ without richt 
or reasoun, and being angrie with himselfT, 
he called his dependeris and freindis quyetlie, 
with whom he passed to the king, and having 
receaved pardon of his ommissiones, he was 
restored to the kingis favowris againe, (juhilk 
when the earle Douglas' armie perseaved, 
they faded away peice and peace, so that 
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rpottn the mbrne thairefter, thair appeared 
nothing in the kingis sight hot plaine fieldis ; 
and albeit the Lord Hamiltoun was forgiven 
of his offences, yitt the kingis majestie gave 
him small credit in the beginning, but thair- 
efter sent him to the castle of Rosling to be 
wairdit with the earle of Orkney, quhill he 
had won the Castle of Abercome, quhair he 
losed manie of his folkis, and sundrie richt 
evill voundit. But when he did remember 
that the haill victorie of the Douglassis had 
fallen to him bot ony Mood or strak or sword, 
throw the disertioun of the lord Hamiltoune^ 
and leiving of thame, he receaved him as ane 
of his familiar servantis, sua at the last gave 
his eldest dochter to him in mariage. 

But when the earle Douglas vnderstood 
himself to be destitute, and left of many of his 
principall freindis, by whose assistance he had 
interprysed so high knatteris contrarr the 
kingis auctoritie, he fled in Ingland with his 
brother to conqueis himself support, to reco* 
ver the thing he had lost : and within schort 
quhyll thairefter, he returned with ane com- 
panie in Annerdaill, quhilk was garnisched 
with the kingis men of warre for the tyme, 
quho mett the said earle Douglas, with his 
brother and thair assistouris, and fought man* 
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fuHie contrail: th^ioie, tuad put tlwm to fli|^; 
%a ibis b^tell was daioe, ArdhibaJd, eaorle irf 
Murray* witli divers vtherts gentluusn and 
commoujA^ hy waiged mfin : and George^ 
eairle of OnBond, ^er tisbat he was verrie erill 
voundit^ \vas taia aad keiptt in prisone Tjerf» 
vi9 sitTaitlie, <}uhiU he was haiU^d of his toioh 
dis i im^ tl>airteftof , hrought him tx> tfie idng 
^ ^ioburgh, qithair he was headed for his 
rabeUioun. The earie himself^ and John, lonl 
B^VQJ^ie^ eiscaped iverrie narFOwlie thrbaghaae. 
wood) q^uhaififi ^hay 6red for da&iie of tfaair 
lyires* It isi said, tihat the advertiser. of ()hi0 
prosp<^r<Hi3 sooees^ 'brought with him Arohi»* 
liald Douglas' liead to.tthe kiog ; iquhowas re-' 
ceaved be the l^ing with verrie great thankis* 
'E&w this: batt^il, albeit, Jamas, eank^-of Dou- 
f^s^yfias de&titote of.bts kiae and fneaitis^ 
wd had lost mainie oif tliame : nather had he 
hope of Qny support lof logland. YiM,' nei¥)eivi 
theles, evir defidii^ tpauu giiid fortoitu^ he 
passed to Donald, lord of tibe Jiies, lamd earie 
of Ros, (q^hoai h^ knew to be aue of ^prcHid 
mynd, 9Sid inclined .to wickednes afod/xnish 
cheife; solisted him to him to bis opmiooi, :aiid 
was participand of bis rebelhoun. For this 
Donald gathered.ane cina^ipame of winksd-vmis-. 
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dteitous Imnneris, and in^mcKt the king on 
werke part (|uhairevir he cam, with great cruel* 
tie, not spairing old nor young, without re- 
gaird ef^ySeSjor y(nxng infantis in the cradle, 
quhAk would bare moved ane hairt to com- 
misseratioaiic and brunt villages, lounes, and 
COTnes, and took eick plentie of riches and 
guidis, (that <^ej could not gett the same 
scardie carried away. He 1n vaidit Argyft in 
tfie samemaner witAvtheiiledfArrane, quh^Sr* 
of, qafaenhe had gottin the castle with fraud 
and giiyte, he maid k equall with the ground, 
and^ne he chpaced George, bischope of Ihe 
Hies wd Ardgyle, ansd slew sundrie of his 
freiodis aiid servantb^ and kifnse-UST escaped 
navrowlie be fiieing to atie strength. Att tiie 
last, be past to Lochmabane, and out of that 
to Murray, quhair he invaidit with no lese 
ernd^ nor he did befor: and <speciaiKe 
quhairtbair was any faivourer of the kingis 
majeitie* Attour, he distroyed and brant the 
tdun 'and castle of Innemes, and this he did 
not so meikie to pleas and gratifie >the earle of 
Douglas, as he 4id rejoyce to foster mischeife 
and wickednes, to the quhilk he was given aj- 
lanerlie. <luhiikis, when sick cruell war and 
dissentionn rang in Seotland, the king of f ng« 
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land perceaving comodious opportimitie to 
tak the advantages as himselff and his predi* 
cessouris vont evir to doe befor since the ilk of 
Brittane was inhabited, commandit that his 
borderis should be brokin, and incursiones to 
be maid : qubilk was done at his coinmwid, 
but knawledge of the Scotisoien, quho having 
BO suspitipne of forraine nationes, war spoil* 
3ie4 of thair bMtiall ; cornes and houses de*. 
siroyed and brant ; and sundrie gentlmen and 
CGonmoones hurt and slaine for the defence of; 
tbair guides and geir : sua we perceaved, that 
Ingland had not forgott <M quarrelis vpoun 
ane small regaird, when the saw any appeir« 
and vantage to have beine maisteris. And 
be the contrair, they war faine to thig and 
crave peace and guid will of the ScQUismen, 
when thair was peace and vnitie amongest the 
nobles, leivmg vnder the subjectioun and obe- 
dience of ane furthie and manlie prince. But 
albeit that the king of Scotland perceav- 
ed that the realme was overgaiae with civiU 
warres on the ane pairt, and that it sould be 
both skaith and schame to him on the vther 
part, to thoall sick high injuries without re- 
meld, zitt he dissembled till ane tyme more 
gainand, to be revengit vpoun his enemies. 
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^ Att this tyme, Beatrix Douglas, nt^idiii 
of Grallowa^, sieing nothing to cum vpoun 
hir pretendit husband James earle of Dougr 
las, hot yreak, shoe fled to the king crjrand 
mercie for hir offences, laying the wytte 
vpoun the said James, hir husband, and hir 
wicked counsallouris and flatterreris, who had 
not onlie fylled hir in making of that wiked 
mariage, but also against hir will constrain^ 
hir to doe the same; sua being destitdt of ail 
guid coumallouris and asststouris, could not 
gainstand such ane pairtie ; quhilk now bav* 
ing opportunities said she, of- the earles ab- 
sence, to flie the societie of ane wicked -and 
vngodlie lyfe, earn to seik the kingis protec* 
tioun and remissioun for hir bygane offences, 
quhilk was ane cryme committed vpoun i)e- 
cessitie, rather than of sett pui^ose. The 
king, efter he had forgiven this gentlwoman 
and receaved hir in his fevoures, he married hir 
vpoun his brofther, Johne earle of Atholl, the 
blak knfy ght of Lome's sone, and tochered hir 
with the lordschip of Balvenie: quhilk when 
the earle of Rbs' way ff vnderstood the king to 
be sum pairt favourable to all that sought hi« 
gracci shoe fled also vnder his protectione, to 
eschew the eruell tyrannic of hir husband^ 



/ 
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quhilk shoe dredh sumtjrmes hefoin The king 
Galled to remembrance th^t this yoman, was 
married not be hir awin cemnsall, to Donald 
of the lUes; he gave hir also sufficient laqdis 
and leiving, quhairon shoe might leive aecordp 
Sng to hir estate. 

Not long efter this, Patrick Crichtodn, ane 
of the kingis own court, who was ane favourer 
of the Douglas factione, cruellie without anjr 
ruth, slew Johne Saodelands of Gather and 
ane Allane Stewart besyd Dumbartane, be- 
caus thej war the kingis adhearentis : qubilk 
was not long vnpunisched ; for his mi^e^tie 
Vsed sick diligence, quhiU he apprehendit the 
tyrrantand his complices, aodputthame to j 
dead as they deserved. I 

Schortlie efter this, sundrie of the oobles and [ 
greiat men deceist, ^ck as Williame Wh of I 
Erroi, constable of Scotland ; George Crich-r | 
toun earle of Caithnes, who being vext wHh 
great infirmities, becaus he had po sonee tp | 
succeid in his place, he resigned the laadis 
quhilk he gott to him and his aires maill oi^* 
lie, in the kingis awin handis, sieing thair was 
no lyffe for him. The landis should b^ave 
fallin to the croun efter his decease. Sir WiU 
liam Crichtoun, sumtyme chancellour, deceast 
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this same yeir, ane man of great forsicht, and 
singcilar manhood^ ane faithful! subject, and 
ane sicker targe to the commounweillj to his 
lyves end : And als Alexander earle of Craw- 
ford, of whom mentioun was maid of befoir ; 
in whose rowme David his sone succeidit, and 
of the noblest in those dayes. And manjr 
otheris nobles and gentlmen whose tiames 
war tedious to rehearse. 

Not long efter this, Hendrie Pearsie, earle 
of Northumberland, and James earle Douglas, 
Who was latlie forfalt, entred in the borderis 
with ane great armie, both of Scottis and In* 
glismen, and waisted all with fire and sword 
quhaircvir they cam : quhill at the last, the 
earle of Angus mett thame with ane companie 
of chosin men, and pat thame to flight ; for 
when the armies war fightand most cru^llie, 
with vncertane victoria, ane great pairt of the 
Inglislnen, not small in estimatioun, greidie 
for geir and prey, more nor for honour or fear 
of their lyves, begane to spoyll and dry ve a- 
way thair enemies horsis and guidis, and left 
thair nighbouris in battell, voyd of support, 
quhilk maid ane facill and path way that dayi 
to obteine the victorie. In this battell war 
slaine of the Inglismen to the number of four<- 
$c(Ati and threscoir and ten gentlmen takin 
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t^aptive^, with otherfs that war taine in slitr* 

misching befoirthe chok of the battell. When 

this victorie was told to the king, and how th& 

Inglismen had vaisted so meikle vponn thcf 

borderis, hot ony occasione or br«ak of him to 

Ingland, he was verie sorie that the real me 

hadbeine ouerthrown in itself with discord 

and civill warres, and himselflftroublet day be 

day, that he might not gnidlie be revengit- of 

thair saikles injuries and incursiones. Attour^ 

it offendit him most of all, that his enemies 

raged more and more in their insolencie, and 

that he was compassed with r^bellione on 

everie syd ; so that he could not interpryse to 

requyt thair invasiones without great ioss of 

men and guidis, and putting the realme to ex** 

tream danger. In the mean tyme, when the 

king was musing vpoun this purpose, Donald' 

earle of Ros, and lord of the Hies, sent mes**^ 

sengeris to his majestie, to be remitted of aH 

offences and rebellion that he had done, think* - 

ing Weill that he was so merciful to the earle' 

of Crawford, that he would be no lese merci- 

fall to him ; hot he wold not put himselffe in 

perrill as Crawfoord did, and thai rfoir sent 

one of his most speciall freindis, who obtained 

his remissioun, pairtlie throw the kingis ha* 

ni^tie, and pairtlie throw the requeistti^ of: 
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sum of the nobles of the realme. Bot the 
kiagi$ majestie led the matter verie craftilie, 
and £atnd the moyane how he wold not open* 
lie and plainlie forgive at that present, the 
wicked and treasonable deadis of this wicked 
tyrant; nor yitt wold he mak the messengeris 
despair of thair cheife remissionn: bot an^ 
swered thame yerrie craftilie and gentlie, hold* 
ingthame in hope; saying, that the earle of 
Ros nevir deserved to be remitted at his hand, 
for his prueltie and rebellion, latlie committed^ 
yit nevertheless since all men on earth, and 
speciallie kingis and princes, that representis 
the divyne majestie of God, who of his vn- 
speakable goodnes, receaves man in the bo- 
some of his mercie, so soone as he repentis him 
of his sine, not for any guid dead that man 
C9n doe to recompence him, who should thrist 
no manis blood, bot to be gracious and mer* 
cifuU to all that ar becum pentitent of thair 
trespassis, yitt becaus it perteanes allanerlie 
to Gody to know the invard though tis and 
heartis of men, nor that manes nature cannot* 
perceave fardder nor he sies be outward tokines 
smd sigoes, and thairfoir he would the earle of 
Ros doe sumf notable act quhairby all meu 
should perceave and undei^and that he re» 
pented iatirdie with his heart, befoir be should 
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receave full remissioun of all offeneea. Atlour, 
that the earle of Ros should rafound all the 
skaith of touues^ fortalices, and.villagesy that 
he had either brunt or casten douti» and to re^ 
store the gaidis and geir to eyerie manj that 
be had takin away. This bemg done» the 
earle of Ros should be remitted, and his com* 
pliciesy of all olSences bygane. 

Sua the north isles being sett at rest* the 
king sett his haill cure to invaid Ingland, add 
aither to be revengit, or els re^trytted of all 
oppressiones. And, to bring his purpose more 
easie to effect, he ordained quhat \Vay this 
should be done most commodious) ie» Bot he* 
hold, during the tyme of this conventioun, 
thair cam ane ambassadour from Richarc^ 
Duck of York, Edward Mortimer earle of 
Warwick, with thair confederatis, to seek siipr 
port of men of warre, central r Hendrie, king 
of Ingland, quhom they purposed to depose of 
his royall dignitie, albeit this Hendrie, throw 
his awin sleuth and negligence, and wicked 
counsall, bad lost France and Normandte^ 
quhilk his forbearis had conqueist to hi^ haod* 
Yitt he tuik matteris so high and de${;i^ati 
that almost misterredthe cooauHa^iounofigre^t 
and jAoblmen, whom it behoved to sp^nditfeair 
lyyes and landis for the mts^Vmngth^dtQii 1m 
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adoiilted no such men to his counsall, bot ex- 
tolled slaves and men of small estate, be rea« 
soun they could flatter him, and that was de- 
lectable to his conceit : and preferred thame 
to the administratioun and government of the 
commounweill befoir all nobles and gentlmea '. 
of the realme, quhois manheid and deadis 
spred throw all the world: and war comoved 
to conspyre and conveine thamselffis amines: 
him to depryve him of the croun ; specisdlic) 
the noblmen of the kingis hous, to whom the. 
just title of the croun of Ingland appertained;^ 
quhilk befell thrid sone to Edward, 

lawfall air to Richard the Second, that 
of his bodie war distroyed and put doun be 
Henrie the Feird. So now, at this present, 
the duik of York, thinkandthat he had better 
occasionn to recover the croun nor Hendrie 
the Feird had to releive the same fra Richard 
the Second, and Leonellis posteritie adjoyned 
thamsellffis in conspiracie with thir noblmen, 
be whose moyane and assistance he purposed 
to recover his richt and heritage, that had 
beine'haldin and reft so long from him and 
his forbearis. Becaus they war not equally 
nather in riches nor power, within thamselffis, 
ihey sent to the king of Scotland, promeisand 
perpetoaU freiudschip, with great rewardis, if 
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they brought tfaair purpose to effect. $a^ 
when the atnbassadour gatt presence of the 
kingis majestie, in sicht of the lordis and 
carles conveined for the tyme, the principail 
of thame made his barring in maher follow^ 
ing. 

** How wicked and vngodh'e a thing it i^, 
niost mightie and invincable prince, to place 
ane ignorant in hie estat and reginent of bob 
countrie. How can it be that a man who 
cannot guid himselff, sail wysiie guid vtberisl 
Be the confrair, how necessar thing it is, ane 
wyse and potent prince have the rolling over 
ane realme, (|uhairof we have the exper^ce 
both in bur dayes, by divers manner of way^BS. 
For all kingis and princes, most redoiibted 
prince, marvellis of thy craft and wisdome, 
who, being but ane young man, or rather ane 
chyld, hes sett and put to rest the realme ol 
Scotland, without great siauchter and effusioun 
c^ blood, be ane excellent witt and divine 
knawledge and providence, quhilk, inthy,mi<* 
Aoritie, was wre^kit and divydit be the ;Sedi** 
ditioun and factiones of potent men within the 
samyne. Sua we most, of verrie force, grant 
the felicitie and happie progres of ull thy 
doeingis befoir we enter to intreat into .vther 
matteris. Thairfoir we pray that the prospe* 



t-otts beginuiogmay indare for evip., Bpt <)^Jr, 
king Hendrie, hpw vnlyklie ][s h^ to thy man^. 
npris and c^nditiones^ and bow far different 
frpp thy v^age and governance of ane realQie|- 
an4Jbow he dpes. behave himselfe,; as it is vn^ 
known to thy majeatie.. For the ignoraape of 
that man, infectied and corrupted with eyerie 
evill coynsall and fiatterie, not.onlie i^ th^, 
croun and i)ouri3chiQg fame of lugland sup- 
pressed and turned to scornei, bpt also an^ 
great pairt of the impyre. aad dooiiaion of 
France, yea nothipg ijpfe^^ior to thfi realme of 
Inglandi quihilk was poncj^ueist be Qiir forbearis^ 
tint a^d Ipst . Since p it is ,th^t we are op- 
pjTpaijed with ^laves^ quhilk the king be? pre- 
ferred,,n9)?Je3 of this realrpe lightlied and sett 
asyjd^ffpnrt basse.esfatP^tohi|gh digaitie^ who, 
beings P^9^d; in his, aw^rit je, hes siokfp povftv 
Qver l^e ftobilitie, that; t^ejy: dare /scarjq.e QOf^* 
pleane, or seik ^frtricie^ for. j^pypflfenc^, pr t<) 
givet ^Qunsall quhat. ^ar b?st Xj^ be done for the 
presejrvaUoun of . tjiie , comnaounweiUi quhijk 
the noble$ of Uxp frealme ca^nnot ^^uffer Ipnger^ 
49ing it ^6 contrair the commquu^eill : and 
als being suffered) sail bring vs tp v^e^k, and 
our inhabitantes to Ytter exter^inatioup. Sua 
it ^bajl ptleas yoiv to understand, most victori- 
ous priuee^ that t^is no vndoubkit npi* new 



14S GRONICLBS OP SCOTLAND. 

purpose in hand, in depryving ane and put- 
ting another in his place. For our noble pro- 
genitouris and forbearis debarred Hendrie the 
Thrid's sone, called Edward Crookbak, from 
the croun, becaus he was not so lustie, nor of 
so guid ane dispositioun of his bodie as .was 
thought expedient for ane prince to attempt 
sick high matteris ^s was than adoe, albeit he 
was ane man of guid witt and ingyne, to whom 
laufullie the croun apperteaned. Nevirtheles, 
the realme having scharp wares in France, 
thought expedient, for the government of the 
impyre, to chuse ane man, not onlic wyse in 
mynd, bot also ane man of guid persoYiage 
and mahlie spirit, etc. for this purpose. Then 
EdWard, younger brother to this 'man, of sin- 
gular courage, and of no lese craft and wis- 
dome nor his brothier, Edward, and in bewtie 
inore excellent, and aboue all men of the 
realme in strongnes and abilitie, the Ibrdis maid 
him king, and debarred this Edward. So may 
appear how meikle wisdome and manheid be 
requyred in ane persone who beires the chairge 
ov6r the commounweill, and speciallie to our 
realme of England, quhilk, be the negligence 
of ane Inglisch prince, is lyk to lose th^t 
quhilk our forbearis conqueist in France. At- 
tour^ how damnable a thing it is, to have ane 



ignorant captane of warre^ destitute of all guid 
couDsall, the uohappie mischance will bear 
witnes of the lose and tinsall of the forsaidis 
landis of France, quhik was Inglandis befoir. 
And sicklyk, in peace to have ane foolisch 
prince, corrupted and led away with flattereris 
and wicked counsall. Not onlie knaw we that 
he is dangerous, hot also h^s wexed Scotland 
with civill warres, as yow may have experi- 
ence, quhilk hes beine oft so wexed and 
spoylled, when Hendrie of Ingtand knew that 
thy majestie might not waitt vpoun France 
warres. Quhairfor, we exhort your majestie, 
to enarme your selff for this effect, not onlie 
for our caus, bot for your awin cause, and 
to revenge the injuries that Scotland hes sus- 
tained, evir to. be revengit vpoun the princi- 
pall authouris off oppressiouh. How honest, 
and necessar, thairfoir, is the ground and quar- 
rell of our intentioun, be thir reasounes for- 
said, may easielie be vnderstood. Now, latt 
ws sie how easilie this may be brought to pas 
without great slauchter, if yf a pleas to sup- 
port ws, and quhat revp.rd salbe thairfor, 
quhilk being declared, we sail schortliq mak 
ane end ; and I desir to know of quhat strength 
and power the king of Scotland is, and than 
quhat is the thing that we may doe, and than 
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I beliere the nimtter salb^ ttiftuifeel to ws al|. 
Whtjn the realtne of Idgland did flourish ii^ 
thivalri^, and all that h^itl bouiidiB and doini* 
nioties, quhilkis our predicessourts^ with Ibair 
tonqueisty did aagment thairto, was not dimt- 
nisched, and now, since we have losed the 
landis within France, qiihilkis without \i%e 
he!p of Scotland we dispair to recover againe, 
in so far, that if any of the factiounes of Tng- 
land may gett the support of any forranc 
prince, the vther easilie shoald be overlhroun. 
Attour, thair was nevir seditioun nor discord 
till now of latt in the realine of Ingland, bot 
it touched ws all as ane: bot since all was 
stleuthed, thair was no mischiefs could befall 
our king, bot was delyvered vnto ws ; and the 
haill nobilitie so long wexed and irked with 
the tyrranie of king H^ndrie, to lous tham- 
selffis of the yok of thraldotne, hes taine pur- 
pose to surrogatt Richard, duk of York, in 
his royall place. For our factioun fer sur 
montes the kihgis assisteris, both in nobilitie 
and wisdome: and albeit we doubt of the po- 
pularie, quhilk, appearandlie to the eyis of 
man, favoures thie kihgis pairtie, and yitt they 
are so variable, that they del^is- no •moi'e nor 
ane gritt man that wold begin the waiter : asx 
may be'weill knowin cfi Hendrie of iriand, 
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q^hea he gav^e Uie cooitaoaaes to vnderstand, 
that fra thair lihertie was reft fra thaaie be the 
avaritioufi greidines of courtiouris, if they 
v^old assist his interpryse, quhilk was taine \n 
hand be this Hendrie's perswasiQun* as is ma« 
iiifest to thb whole ille: and had taine ef- 
fect hot doubt, if the subtle craft of the 
(ohajBcelar with fraud and guyie, had not 
3chortliie stanched the sasnyne : Yea, in so far, 
that now presentlie, we scbould have this 
foatter nattier to begine nor end. Finallie, 
that wje mak an end of the thing we have be^ 
gune^ now we cuna, qiost xeuerend prince, to 
get support, promising with revenewis thair- 
for, which the duik of York and the earle of 
Warwick, with the adwyce of the rest of the 
dobilitie, and thair opinion, hes commandil 
ws to promeise to thy majestie, if thow wilt 
assist thame : and quhat bounidis and landis 
yourOrace predicessouris possest sumtyme in 
Northumberland, with Barvick, and yther 
landis adjacent thairto^ for i^eward and recom- 
pence. And last of all, ane perpetuall band 
of amitie to be bund vp betwixt the two 
reaimes, and to remaine as ane, and so to in- 
dure for evir," 

'Qttbeaihe ambaBsadour had eoditthis har- 
ring in this maner, the king caused him to re- 
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Biove» qnhtll he had consulted vpoiin ane an-' 
swein And when the king had adwysed with 
the nobles, the ambassadour catii againe, and 
the king said in this maner. " It is not vn- 
knowin to ws the just title that the duik <rf 
York hef^ to the crown of Ingland: hot the 
assistance of my realme should not be givia 
nor grantit temerariouslie, nor for ane light 
cans, without great travell and deliberatioun, 
and tryall of the cans. Bot that I referre to 
the wisdome and eonventioun of the nobilitte 
of Ingland ; and as for armes and forces, be 
assured, that I liave just cans to denunce 
Warre to the king of Ingland. First, sieing lie 
did wex my realme and leidges saikleslie with 
incursiones, the time when the samyne was 
perturbed with civill warres. Then also, when 
I did seik redres, king Hendrie refuissed to 
give, and delayed his answer, thairvpoune. 
.Thairfoir, if the duik of York, tlie earle of 
Warwick, and with the rest of the 

nobilitie of the factioun, will keip promeis, 
they salbe assured, that my haill strength and 
forces salbe in readines to invaid your kingis 
favoureris with fire and sword, quiiair evir I 
cum, and sal doe my vtter diligence to expell 
king Hendrie, and restore the duik of York 
to bis awin place." 
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So when the ambassadou ris had receaved Xhait 
answeris, and faithful! promeisses givin and 
teine on everie syd, they departed^ and tepmU 
ed the kingis answer to the diiik of York,- and 
the earle of Warwick. 

In this mean tyme, the king of Scotland 
commandit, be oppin proclamatibun, all men 
to be in readines vpoun ane certane day, with 
annoar and viduallis, to invaid thair old ene» 
mies with fyre and sword. But behold the 
qnyet and accustomed deceitt of Ingland. 
Quhen the king was passand fordward, as he 
had promeiseid, to invade. tbaitie, ane Inglis-^ 
man mett thame be the way, who favoured 
the king of Ingland most intyrlie, perfyte in 
the Italiane tongue, who could weill lie, ilat* 
ter, and dissemble, with ane hard and pei^rt 
countenance; instructed be king Hendrie with 
billis and commissiounes, as if they had beiiie 
send from the Pope of Rome : and in his com* 
panie, ane monk who did counterfeitt ane 
marvellous, gravitie, and ane hollines, who 
said it was the Pope's will, that nather the 
king of Scotlandy.nor nane of his companie» 
sould'pas any fardder to invaid Ingland, vn* 
der the paine of cursing and cei^sur of the hal- 
IjBkirk; for throw this dissentione, says he, 
of Christiane princes, the Turki$> crueU ^oe« 
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i to Godis word, cr mpis m maifie and msir 
in Europe* By thair tyrranie, thejr have 
sobdieQed ane griu pairt thairof to thair do* 
miuiones and impyre. Thairfoir, lett all 
warres be set asyd, and peace establisched 
among Chmstiane men. Moreover, said lie, 
it is ordained, that all men iadrese tbameselffia 
for expelling of the comaioun enetnie, who 
wold^iot onlie expell thame of thair friedofme 
and libertie, hot also of the word of God, 
qubilk is the most pretious tbing on eai?lJi : 
and to bring all disccH'd rigneand in the 111 of 
Bvittane, the more easilie to ane guid end. 
Thair be vther ambassadoures, sayes he, dir 
vected from the Pope to the king of Ingland, 
to repair all injuries done be him to the duik 
of York, and that all quarrellis and debaitjtes 
betwixt thame be finallie aggried. 

King James, beleiving no deceit in fkis 
fraudfuU fellowis a^ingis, obeyed the chairge, 
and skaiUed his armie. But scantlie was hp 
eum home, when he percearod the craft and 
subtiltie of his enemies clew;y6ed agaiuest him, 
^o being penitent of his facile obedience^ he 
gathered ane new armie, and passed forward 
ypoun his enemies. 

In this meane tyme, the 4ttik of Yorkis 
amrie, quhairof ane great pain cam with the 



,earJe of Warwick, passed in arrayed balle, 

contrdir king Hendrie, without any expecta^ 

tioun of the Scottismenis cuming ; and yponti 

the vthar syd,the kingis adbeerentis metthaim 

Terrie stoutlie, quhois principall chiftanee 

vnder the king war, the duik of SomersaiVI, 

Bukinghame, and the earle of Qiffwd. k 

was yerrie manfutlie foughtin on botii sydis, 

foot at last the kingis armie was vanquished 

and overcum, and himselfftane prisoner, and 

bad to London, and bis tlirie chiftanes for- 

saidid war slaine, with many Ttberis gentlmen 

and commounes. Soone ehet this yictorie, 

when he cam to London, tbair was ane oonven- 

tioun, quhaif the haill nobititie agried on that 

head, that Uie king schould «ot be depryved 

at that tyme of his royall office and estat : but 

that his wicked counsallouris and flattereris, as 

the verrie corrupteris of his guid ingyne, 

should rather be put to dead, or els sequestrat 

from his companie, and be banisched the 

realme, and himselflf to be keipit firmlie qiihill 

fardder consultatioun. For it appeired verrie 

vnlesum to many of the counsall, not onlie to 

put hand in ane living prince, hot also to reive 

the honorabill impyre from the annoynted of 

God, to qahom the realme once had given 

thftir oath <A fidelitie: for, in so doing, >they 
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sonld be compelled, als ahe conjured people, 
to chuse ane vther in his place, and thairfoir 
concludit, that the daik of York schould be 
governour of the realtne, during the kingis 
lyftyme, and als the earle of Warwick was 
maid captane of Caleise, which was than of 
the auctoritie among the Inglismen, the earle 
of Sarisberri^y great cbancellour of the realme i 
and sua it was done, quhill fardder consulta- 
tioun in atl affaires might be had. 

In this meane tyme the king invaidit the 
king of Inglandis favoureris in the north, with 
all crueltie, and when he had wone the toun 
of Roxburgh, quhilk the Inglisroen had than 
ingarnisched with men and munitioun, and 
kest doun the same to the ground, he seiged 
the castle thairof, and, quhill he was most bus- 
sie, ambassadouris cam from the duik of York 
and the earle of Warwick, with the rest of the 
factioun, showand the victori'e that was thairis, 
and thanked him for his guidwill and readi- 
nes, promeising to doe the lyk to his majestie, 
when occasioun should befall : praying him 
to desist from the seidge, and not to molest 
the realme of Ingland, sieing God hath grant- 
ed the victorie to thame, in so far that they 
• war maisteris over the realme : vtherwayes 
thfithe wold exasperat tbame of Ingland to 
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\^raithe and ire, who alreadie would have invaid-^ 
it the Scottis armie, war not the greater obstacle 
and impediment. The king answeired, that he 
was glaid of thair prosperous succes and victo- 
rie that had befallin the duik of York, but did 
marvell how it could be that he could be offen- 
dit, or the nobilitie of Ingiaud, sieing he had 
done nothing bot that quhilk thejr had most 
effectuouslie desired him vnto. Attour, whea 
the king desired the promeise to be fulfilled 
<j[uhilk was maid to him, the ambassadouris 
said they had no commission to answer thair- 
ynto : att the quhilk the king was so highlie 
cffendit, that he refused thair bandis and kjrnd- 
nes alluterlie as vnworthie of credit, bot alto- 
gidder fals tmd dissembled, and albeit thejr 
discordit in sum affaires, yitt thiey aggrieed 
altogidder in trumperie and falshobd, and 
thairfoir said to the ambassadoures in this man- 
ner. " Albeit the duik and his conjured fac- 
tioun be proud and insolent of this Victoria 
laitlie obteined, quhair throw they disdaine to 
keip thair promeise maid to me, yitt nevir- 
theles, with Godis grace, I salbe avengit on all 
injuries done to me, or to my realme, as I 
have delerminat of befoir, that the ambassa* 
douris solisted for that effect, not knawing than 
thair subtill deceit^ and also salbe revengit on 
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this injurie, quhitk is moat.of all, in vioUting 
most vQworthelie thair solenme promeissis and 
oalihis, quhilkis the saidis ambassadouris pro^ 
lu^ist to me in thair names/' Sua the am« 
bassadouris depairtit with this answeir. Than 
the king commandit the souldio^ris and mea 
of warre to assault the castle ; but the Ingli^ 
men defendit so manfuUie within^ that the si^e 
appeired longer to indure nor was believed : 
quhairthrow the king was determined to Gom<- 
pell thame within the hous, be long tarrie» to 
render and give it over. Att quhilk tyme^ 
Donald of the Ilies^ whom we spak of befoir, 
came to the seidge with ane great armie of 
men, all armed in the Highland faschione» 
with, halbershpwne^, bowis, and axis, and pro- 
mised to the king, if he pleased to pn^ any 
fardder in the boundis of Ingland, that he an4 
his companie should pas ane lairge myll be- 
foir the hoast, and tak vpoun thame the first 
preas and dint of the battdil. The king, efter 
he had receaved him with great humanities 
said to him, that he wold vse the counsall of 
the nobilitie in all progres of warres, and re* 
joyced meikle that Donald was so readie to 
jeopard himself and his freindis for the de* 
fence of the commounweill. Efter this he bad 
him stent his paviUiones a litle by himself 
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quhtti ferdd^r occasioan served to doe as he 
desired. This : Donald obedient at command^ 
efter he had takin the place to bim and his. 
folkis that war thair present for 'the tyme; he 
sent out sundrie of his men to spoyll and hir*< 
rie the countrie about the camp, sieing tigie 
seidge lasted longer, nor they beleiv^d: for^ 
albeit a gritt pairt of the keiparis of the hous 
\ear peri^ched and tint for hunger, and the 
rest straitlie oyersett be the seidgeris, yitt, ne» 
virtheles they pcrseveired so straitlie without 
r^aird of thair adverseris, that the persewaris 
war almost tint with the Jong seidging^ quhilL 
the cuming of Alexander, earle oif HuntHe^ 
who brought a great companie of stout and 
chosin men with him^ quhilk made the king 
so blyth that he commandit to cbairge all the 
gunes, and give the castle ane new voUe* 
But quhill this prince, more curious nor be^^ 
came tbie majestic of ane king, did stand near 
hand by, quhair the artylliarie wer dischairgi* 
ed} his thigh bone was dung in tuo be ane 
peice of ane misframed gune, that brak in the 
scfautting: be the quhilk he was strukin to 
the ground, and died hastilie thairefter : quhilk 
greatumlie discouraged his whoU nobles and 
servandis that war standing about him. Bot 
he commandit all tliat knew of his misfortoun 
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to keip silence, incace it being devulgit, it 
should discourage the souldiouris and men of 
warre, that they should schamfullie dissolve 
the seidge. Bot how soone the queine hard 
tell of this mischeife, shoe tutk hir young sone, 
called James, efter his father, the Thrid of that 
namei and brought him, with ane stout cou- 
rage, evin representand the Almanes and Gil- 
dreanes courage, of quhom shoe was discen- 
dit, albeit no man of the hoast supponed no- 
thing of hir bot mourning and lamenting for 
hir husband. Sua, by all menis expectatioun 
this noble princes cam, with an stout courage 
and countenance, and exhorted all true Scottis- 
men to beir furth the seidge quhill aither the 
castle should be rendrit or overciim be strong 
hand, saying in this maner to thame : ** I pray 
yow most valiant campiones, now sieing yea 
have brought this matter neir ane end, that 
yea will not tyne the great tyme and labouris 
quhilkis yea have spend it thairvpoun, and not 
schamfullie to leive that which yea have be- 
gune altogidder with on consent ; and thair* 
foir latt not the mischance of onlie one man 
break yow of your courage, or yitt thairby to 
cast doun your gentle heartis, or mak to dis- 
pair, and sieing this chance is not knawin to 
the rest, that yea would bear gaid counte» 
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nance, sua that nan of thame may knaw the 
same be ony signe of sadnes» quhilk salbe 
onawayes better hid from the aroiie, nor by 
your stout perseveirance in the pursuitt of 
your enemies, with als guid will as yea be- 
gane. Forward, thairfoir, my guid lordis, and 
latt not your selffis appear in vomenis person- 
ages, lamentand for any misfortoun of the 
world that is natural!, for that becumes wayffes 
rather then men, to be casting to and fro the 
fortoun of adversitie of this fragill world ! 
Quhat is this yea ar doeing ? rather should 
yea comfort me, being aue wayff, than I yow. 
I beseich yow that yea nevir turne your bakis 
from the seidge, vnto the tyme yea have maid 
ane end thairof." Throw thir wordis the chif- 
tanes war not so meikle moved with the 
queines couragious wordis, as aschamed of 
ane vomanis hardiment, quhilk far surmonted 
abov^ thair awin, and thairfoir was compelled^ 
vpoun thair honoures, to pursew thair ene- 
mies to the vttermost of thair power. And 
that they should not be ane headles people^ 
without ane king, they tuik tlie kingis eldest 
sone, king James^ and maid him king James 
the Thrid. Efter the quhilk the Inglismen 
might not long endure the seige, sieing thair 
was DO hope of rdeive nor comfort. So, efter 

h 
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they had givin over the same, the keiparis 
thairof war lattin pas, with bag and baggage, 
and frie with thair lyves ; and the castle cas- 
tin doun to the ground, leist it should have 
beine ane strenth to Itiglismen againes Scottis- 
men thairefter, quhilk was done in August, 
in the yeir of God 1460 yeires, and the t wen- 
tie njmt yeir of king James the Secondis aige» 
efter that he had rigned twentie thrie yeires. 

It is said that thair .was many marvellis 
about this tyme, that prognosticat the kingis 
death. The night befoir his deceas thair ap- 
peared ane cleir comet. In the yeir preceid- 
ing thair was one borne, quhilk had the mem- 
beris both of male and female, called in oure 
language ane scratch, in whom manes nature 
did prevail, hot becaus his dispositioun and 
proportioun of bodie represented ane voman, 
he being in ane manes hous, in Linlithgow^ 
and so associating in bedding with the guid- 
man of the hous his dochter, maid hir to con« 
ceav€ with chyld ; quhilk being devulgit throw 
th^ countrie, and the matrones vnderstanding 
this damosell deceived in this manner, being 
offendit that this monster tratour should sett 
him forth as ane voman, being ane verrie masiy 
they gatt him accused in judgment^ to be 
brunt quick for his schamfidl behaviour. 
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About this tyme thair was ane briggant tane» 
with his haill familie, quho haunted a place in • 
Angus. This mischeivous maa had ana ieXe- 
crable faschione to tak all young men and 
childrene aither he could steall away qu^fetlie, 
or tak away without knawledge, and eat thatne, 
and the younger they war, esteemied them 
the more /ender and delitious. For the 
quhilk caus> and damnable abusie^ he with his 
way if and bairnes, war all brunt, except antt 
young wench of a yeir old, wha was saiffed^ 
and brought to Dundie, quhair shbe was 
broucht vp and fosterred, and When shoe cam 
to ane vomanes yetres, shoe was condemned 
and brunt quick for that cryme. It is said, 
that when shoe was cuming to the place of 
execution, thair gathered ane'hudge multittid 
of people, and speciallie of vomen, cursing 
hir that shoe was so unhappie, to committ so 
damnable deidis. To quhom shoe turned a^^ 
bout, with an irefuU countenance, saying, 
" Quhairfoir chyd yea with me, as if I had 
committed ane vnworthie act ; give me cre- 
dance and trow me, if yea had experience of 
editing men and vomenis flesch, yea wold 
think it so delitious, that yea would nevir for- 
bear it againe/' So bot ony signeof repen- 
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lance, this vnhappie traitour died in the sight 
of the people. 

About this tyme thair was many cunning 
men, be whose vertewes letteris flowrisched, 
quhilkis war almost perisched be the barba- 
rous crueltie of the Gothis : sick as Lauren* 
tins Vala, ane gentlman of Rome, who did 
great guid in the restitutioun of the Latine 
tongue, as his workis does witnes. Siclyk 
Franciscus Philephus, and Petnarcha, both 
singular guid oratouris : and Nicolas Pi rotas 
who sett his whoU studie to abolich the old 
rud maner of leichment and to gamisch and 
teach the youth with eloquent language, in 
all kyndis of sciencies: Theodore Gaza, 
ane cunning and expert man, with manie 
otheris whose names war tedious to rehearse. 
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HEAR BEGINES THE CRONiCLES OF SCOTLAND, 
OF THE DEADIS AND ACTIS OF KING JAMBS 
THE THRID, AND QUHAT HAPPENED IN HIS 
TYME. 



James the Second vnhappilie slaine in this 
manner forsaid, as we have schowin, Marga- 
ret his wayff continewed still at the seidge evir 
exhorting the lordes and barones to be stout 
till the siamyne war won ; and to that effect 
shoe brought hir young sone king James the 
Thrid, to remaine atthe seige with the lordistill 
the castle was .won. Yitt he was hot of tender 
aige, and could vse no vasselage; bot his cum- 
ing incouraged the people so, that the forgot 
the death of his father, and past manfuUie to 
the hous, and wan the saipe, and justified ♦ 
the captane thairof^ and kest it doun to the 

« Put to death. 
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ground that it should not be ane impediment 
to thame thairefter. 

Soone efter this, thair was ane conventioun 
sett at Scoone, quhair queine mother, with the 
rest of the nobilitie conveined, and thair croon- 
ed hir sone king James the Thrid, being sewin 
yeires of aige, and thairefter was dely vered to 
Bischope Kennedie, in keiping, to leame let- 
teris at the scooles. 

At this tyme, George Douglas earle of An- 
gus was wairden of the borderis, and oftymes 
defendit the same manfullie, quhairthrow he 
was maid lievetennent both be the queine and 
counsall, to pas with the^whoU bodie of the 
reahne in defence of the borderis ; and dter 
a,ne litU^ quhill tlie Homes gathered with the 
Hepburnes, with the support of Lowdian men, 
and passed to Wark, and kest doun the same. 
Thairefter the Inglismen took peace with 
Scotland, for fifteine yeires, quhilk was grant- 
^ to thame be the counsall of bischop James 
Kennedie, quho helped weill to gov;erne the 
lieatme 4uriQg his dayes. But .the speciall 
caus of so great tra^quiUitie and peace in Scot- 
land wa^) becaus the Inglismen hadwarres 
within thamselffis daylie, siryveand for the 
auctoritie and croun of Ingland> betuixt the 
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daik of York and king Hendrie the Sixt, quho 
within ane schort quhill efter, desired ane con* 
duct for his way if and eldest sone, and certane 
of thair kine and freindis, conteaneand the 
number of a thousand men, to remaine ane 
quhyll in Scotland at bis pleaspur^ quhilk coa« 
diict was granted to him be the king and conn- 
sail, and was weill recea?ed, and remained in 
the Grayfreires of Edinburgh, so long as he 
pleased. Not long efter this, the queine of 
Ingland past in France, for shoe was ane 
French vonmn, anil many of the nobles passed 
with h\r, and king Hendrie at this tyme gave 
Bapvick to the Scotsmen, for his support and 
intertainment, quhilk be gatt in Scotland at 
that tyme. 

In this mean tyme, bischop James Kennedle 
guydit the king and counsall in guid ynitie 
and peace, quhairlhrow the commounweill 
floorisched greatHmlie. He foundit ane tri- 
umphand coUedge in Sanct Androis> c^led. 
Sanct Salvitouris^ colledge, quhairin he maid 
his lear verrie curiouslieand coastlie, and also 
he biggitane schip called thebischopis barge, 
etc. and when all thrie wer compleit, to witt, 
the colledge, the lair and the barge, be knew 
not quhilk of thrie was costliest ; for it was 
rekoned for the tyme, be honest men of consi- 
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derratioun, that the least of tlie thrie, cost him- 
ten thousand pund sterling. 

In this meane tyme, Hendrie the Sixt de- 
pairted out of Scotland towardis Ingland, and 
schortlie efter he was taine be king Edward 
and put in prison. Att this tyme the king of 
France sent ane captane called Petir Bruce, 
hearing that the king was put in prisone,. as 
said is, with certane support to kiug Hendr^ 
but or he cam he was taine be king Ed- 
ward. Thairfoir the said Captane Bruce tuik 
ane castle in the north pairt of Ingland, call it 
Annick, and thair thought to defend him- 
selfe manfuUie, quhill he gatt support. Bot 
Edward the new king hearing of his in- 
tent and provisioun, caused ane armie cum 
and seidge the castle. The said Captane 
Bruce knawing no releive to cum to him hais- 
tilie, send to the counsall of Scotland desiring 
thamto releive him, or elis to skaill the seidge, 
promising to thame to cans the king of France, 
his maister, refound thame the coastis, skaith, 
and dampnage susteaned be thame, in the 
said caus. George earle of Angus, wairdin of 
the borderis, and great leivtennent, incontinent 
raised an armie of Scottismen, to the number 
of twentie thousand footmen, and ten thousand 
horsmen, and when he was mairching near the 
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castle^ he chosed out ten thousand men of the 

best of his armie, and passed to the said castle 

on swift horsis, as it had beine ane forrey, and 

caused the rest of his armie cum in sight of the 

castle in arrayed battel!, as ane staill, in caice 

it had chanced the IngUsmen to give thame ^ ^ 

battell. But incontinent the Inglismen war 

so affrayed with the suddene cuniing of the 

Scottis, that they skailled the seidge, and gave 

him place ^quhill he releived the said captane 

of France, and brought him saife in Scotland, 

and thair put him to libertie to pas in France 

with his companie as he pleased. 

In the yeir of God 1463 yeires, Margaret, 
queine of Scotland, and dochter to the Duik 
of Gildar, depairted at Edinburgh, and was 
buried in the Trinitie CoUedge, quhilk shoe 
built hir selff, efter her husbandis deceas, king 
James the second. This queine was verrie 
wyse and vertuous in hir husbandis tyme: 
bot soone efter his deceas, shoe knawing hir 
selff to be regent and governourof the realme, 
sieing all men to obey hir, and non to controU 
hir, shoe became to be leicherous of hir bodie, 
and tuik Abraham Hepburne of Haillis, who 
had ane way ff of his awin, and committed a- 
dulterie with him, quhilk caused hir to be light- 
lied of all the nobilitie of Scotland ; sieing 
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siloe saw so many earles, lordis, and baroaes 
sones in Scotland, frie of marriage, and would 
not have desired thame to satisfie hir lust, bot 
tuik ane vther wayffes husband to satisfie hir 
vnchast appetite. 

This same yeir, Alexander, duik of Albanie, 
and brother to king James the Thrid, was sent 
to France, to learne the language and vther 
letteris, directed b^ bischop James Kennedie 
of St Androis. The said Alexander, and his 
schip was taine be Inglismen, quho was hais- 
tilie delyvered to the supplicatioun of bischop 
James Kennedie, for the said bischop promeist 
to the counsall of Ingland, that thair schould 
be no peace keipit, if the said Alexander and 
his schipes war not restored againe, the quhilk 
was done immediatlie at his desir. For the 
Inglismen had sick civiH warres within thaim- 
selfHsTthat they durst not break peace with 
Scotland. 

In the yeir of God 1466 yeires, bischop 
James Kennedie departed out of this present 
lyfe, and was hurried in Sanct Androis, in the 
coUedge quhilk himselfTfoundit. This bischop 
Kennedie was vondrous godlie and wyse, and 
was Weill learned in divine sciences, and 
practised the same to the g^orie of God, and 
Weill of his church j for ^e caused all persones 
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and vicares to remaine at thair paroche kirkis, 
for the instructions and edifieing of thair flock, 
and caused thame preach the word of God to 
the people^ and visit thaipe that war seik ; and 
also the said bi^chope visited every kirk with^ 
in the diocie, four tymes in 'the yeir, and 
preached to the said parochin him selfe the 
word of God, and inquyred of thanie if they 
war dewlie instructed be thair persone and 
viccar, and if the poore war sustewed, and the 
youth brought vp, and learned according to 
l^e or4our that was taine in the kirk of Qod ; 
and qubair he found not this ordour keipit, he 
maid great punischment, to the effect that Godis 
glorie might shyne in his diocie: leiving 
guid example to all archbischopis and kirk 
no^en to cau$ the patrimonie of Godis word to 
be vsed to his awin glorie, and to the com- 
paounweill of the poore. Fardder,he was ane 
man weill learned in the civill lawis, and had 
practised the same, so thiS^t he was most able 
of any in Scotland, aither spirituall or tempo- 
ral to give ane wyse counsail, and sp^ciallie 
in Parliament, or when embassadouris craved 
thair intentis, was non so meitt as^ he to have 
answeired thame. Or whan any civill insur- 
rectioun was in the countrie, and speciallie les 
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niajestie againes the kingis awin persone, 

quhairin he was weill practised, for he gave 

counsall to king James the Second, when he 

was ready to depairt out of Scotland, for feare 

of the earle Douglas, who was gathered a- 

gaines him, to the number of fourtie thousand 

men, readie to give him battell, or elis to chase 

him out of Scotland. Notw;ithstanding, this 

guid bischope, sieing this noble prince desolat 

of all counsall, and dispairred of any guid 

hope or succes of victorie to fall to him over 

^ his enemies, caused this noble prince cum to 

St Androis or his depairtur, and gave him 

such counsal as efter foliowis : That is, he had 

him to ane oratour*, and desired him to mak 

his supplicatioun to Almightie God, that he 

might opin his eyis, that he might have the 

wisdome and strenth to dantoun his conspira- 

touris, quhilkis was rissen vp againes him, 

. contrair to the law of God and man, and con- 
trair the commoun Weill of the realme. Quhen 
they had both ended thair supplicationes and 

' prayeris, this hollie bischop schew ane simili* 
tud to the king, quhilk might bring him to 
experience how he might invaid againesj^the 

* Oratory, 
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Douglass, and the rest of the conspiratouris. ^ 

Thisbischop tuik furth an^ great scheife of ar- 
rowes knitt togidder werrie fast, and desired 
him to put thame to his knie, and break thame. 
The king said it was not possible, beca|is they ^ 

war so many, and so weill fastened togidder. -i- 

The bischop answeired, it was werrie true, 
bot yitt he wold latt the king sea how to break » ^ 
thame: and pulled out on be on, and tua be 
tua, quhill he had brokin thame all ; then said 
to the king, " Yea most doe with the conspi- 
ratouris in this manner, and thair complices 
that are risen againes yow, quho are so 
many in number, and so hard knit togid- 
der in conspiracie againes yow, that yea 
cannot gett thame brokin togidder. Butt be 
sick pratick as I have schowin yow be the si- 
mi litud of thir arrowes, that is to say, yea 
mvst conqeis and break lord by lord be tham- 
seli&s, for yea may not deall with thame all at 
once. Thairfoir, mak ane proclamatioun out 
throw the realme to all sick as hes offendit 
yow, and grant thame ane frie remissioun to 
be guid men in tymes cuming, and to serve 
your grace at this instant tyme in your ne- 
cessitie. The quhilk being done, I trust your 
grace sail gett moe followeris nor your con- 
trair partie. The king hearing of this gold 
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couDsall^ took guid courage, and caused mak 
proclamatiounes in all pairtes of the realme 
to the effect fbrsaid* He pulled vp his ban- 
ner in St Android, and cam to Falkland the 
first njight in arrayed battell, and on the mome 
-J.** went to Stirling, accompanied with this noble 

bischope, James Kennedie, with all the lordts 
of FyfFe, Angus, and Stratherne, and remain- 
ed in Stirling quhill the north pairt of Scot- 
land cam to him ; quhilk haill people Keing 
•. con veined, wer thrittie thousand : and thair- 
efter, awfuUie with displayed banner, cam 
fordward againes the earle Douglas, quho 
was lyand camped in fear of warre on the 
southsyd of the watter of Carron, thrie myll 
from the Torwood, with the nvmber of fourtie 
thousand men, thinkand no lese in his mynd, 
nor he schould be pairtie to the king, and 
give him battell : or elis to caus him leive the 
realme. Bot on the vther syd, bischop James 
Kennedie vsed ane craftie memn to break the 
atmie and forces of the earle Douglas. He 
sent ane secreit servand of his awin to Jathe^, 
lord Hamiltoun, quho was principall captane 
of the earle Douglas armie at that tyme, and 
* had thrie hundreth futmen, and als manie 
horsmen at his governance vpoun the earie 
Douglas expenssis, to pas with him quhair he 



pleased. Yitt, nevirtheless^ the said lord Ha« 

miltoun, being adyerteised be his eame bi« 

schope Kennedie, of the ktngis guid tnynd to- 

wardis him and favour, quhiik he had pur* 

cheised be his moyane, schowand him if he 

wold returne and leive the earle Douglas at 

that tyme, he should have ane frie remissioun 

for all thingis bypast, and great rewardis in 

tymes to cum, quhiik he obtained as said is. 

Notwithstanding this, lord Hamiltoun, having 

ane kyndlie love to the earle Douglas, and 

great respect to his awin honour, pondered 

the matter in his awin mynd, thinkand that he 

would assay the earle Douglas mynd in the 

said cans ; and quhat he was purposed to doe 

at that tyme. Thairfoir, he passed to the earle 

Douglas incontinent, and requyred of him 

quhat was his mynd ; if he would give the . 

king battel! or not; schowing him, the longer 

he delayed, his number would be the smaller, 

and the king would be the more able againe$ 

him. The earle answeired, if he war tyred, 

he might pas when he pleased. Of the quhiik 

answeir, the said lord Hamiltoun was verrie 

Weill content, and that same night past to the 

king, quhair he was weill receaved. And than 

the rest of the barrones and gentlmen sieing 

the depairture of the lord Hamiltoun, being 
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ane man of singular wisdome and courage, 
and in quiiom the armie pat thair wholl hope 
of victorie, war strukin with such fear, that 
everie man passed his way : so that on 
the morne thairefter, the earle Douglas had 
not ane hunder men, by his awin housold, 
quho sieing this, fled hastilie in Annerdaill, 
quhair he was schortlie vanquisched be ane 
band of men of warre of the kingis. Sua this 

^-prince obtained great victorie and peace, bot 
ony slauchter of his lieges, be counsall of this 

' guid and hoUie bischop, quho did many guid 
actis in his tyme, both to the glorie of God 
and advancement of the commounweill and 
his countrie. So we will lat him rest with God, 
and returne to our purpose. 

In the yeir of our Lord 1471 yeires, James 
the Thrid, being of the aige of twentie yeires, 
took to way fFe the king of Denmarkis dochter, 
called Margaret, and gatt with hir in tocher 
guid, the landis of Orkney and Zetland, with 
all richt title, and richt of thame, pertaining to 
the king of Denmark at that tyme. This mar- 
riage was solempnized in Edinburgh, the gen^ 
tlvoman being bot twelff yeires of age at this 
tyme; the king having the realme in guid 
peace and rest, and the commounweill. Nevir- 
theles, within a schort quhill, he was brought 



JAMES III. 177 

in great cumber, pair tlie throw his awin inso* 
lencie, and pairtHe be the conspiracie of his 
awin lordis and barons, as efter yea sail he^r. 
This prince had two brether, the eldest 
named Duik of Albanie and earle of Merche, 
etc. quho was verrie wyse and manlie, and 
loved nothing so weill as able men, and maid 
great coast and expenssis thairvpoun. For he 
was vonderous liberall in all thingis pertean- 
ing to his honour; and for his singular wisdome 
and manhood, he was estemed in all countries 
aboue his brother the kiiigis majestie : for he 
was so dowbted amongest the nobilitie of the 
realme, that they durst nevir rebell againest ' 
his brother the king, so long as they war at 
one, for he was so bardie and wyse, that they 
stood more aw of him nor of liis brother* This 
Alexander was ane man of more stature, broad 
schouldered, well proportioned in all his mem* 
beris, and speciallie in his face, when he pleas* 
ed to schow himselfe to his vnfreindis. But 
the king his brother was different far from his 
qualities, for he was ane man that loved soli- 
tarines, and desired nevir to hear of warre ; bot 
delighted more in musick and policie, and 
building, nor he did in the governement of his 
realme. Moreover, he was more diligent in 
coAqueising money :nor the heartis of his sub« 
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jectis, and delighted more in the playing of 
inatrumentia nor in the defence of the horde- 
ris^p and administratioun of justice, quhilk was 
his vreak and ruine, as efter followis. Bot we 
will returoe to thethrid brother, [John] earleof 
Marre, quho was a»e fair lustie man, of ane 
great and weill proportioned stature, weill 
faced, and comlie in all his behaviouris, who 
knew nothing bot nobilitie. He vsed meikle 
hunting and hawking, with other gentlmante 
exercise, and delighted also in interteaning of 
great and stout hors and meares, that thair of- 
spring might florisch, so that he. might be 
served thairwith in tyme of warres. But we 
will returne to our purpose. 

The said Alexander, Duik of Albanie, and 
earle of Marche, for his singular wisdome and 
manheid, was chosine captaine of Barvick^ and 
lieftennent of the haill borderis, and bad in 
his hand at that tyme the castle of Dumbar, 
with the living thairof, perteaning to the earl 
of Merch; nevirtheles, the lord Alexander 
Home, vther wayes called lord chamberland, 
had many of the saidis landis in his handis, in 
vptaking the maills and rentis thairof, be rear 
soun of his office givin to him in king James 
the Second his tyme : thairfoir, wold not suf- 
fer the tennentis thairof to answeir the Duik 
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of Albanie with guid wHI of the rentis and 

profFeitis thairof, hot believed, be craftie 

meanes, to vse all his awin pleasour; Bat 

Alexander, Duik of Albanie, being comoved 

with this, spaired not to ryd to the boundis and 

landis of the earledooie of Merche, and thair 

tuik vp the profTcitis and dewties at his awin 

hand : for he gott no impediment, in respect 

of his great comandement, being great leif- 

tennent, and captane of Barvick, and had also 

the castle of Dumbare in his keiping, besydis 

that he had many favoureris to defend his just 

cans, he being second person in the realme. 

The same yeir, the queine bare ane sone, 

called king James, the feird of that name. 

Notwithstanding, the Hoomes not being con- 

tent with this Alexander Duikis forsaidis pro- 

ceidingis, kest all the way is they might, to 

keip thamself&s in possessioun of the roumes 

and rentis quhilkis they war in vse of a befoir^ 

be vptaking the rentis thairof as chamberlane 

to the kingis grace. And to that effect, to for* 

tifie thair cans, they bandit with the Hep- 

burnes to mak thair pairt guid againes Alex-» 

ander, Duik of Albanie. But thair labouris 

war bbt in vaine, for sieing thair actioun was 

not guid, he prevailed [over] thame at all 

tymes quhairever they mett. If he had beirie 
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threttie for thrieiscoir, he wold have * given 
thame battel], and chased thame to thair holdis. 
Then the Hoomes and the Hepburaes, sieing 
they could not prevaill againest this noble- 
man^ devysed among thamselffis ane craftie 
meane quhairby they might cans his brother 
the kingis grace to be discontent with him : 
knawing weill, if they could gett the king 
brokin from him, they would prevaill. In this 
mean tyme, ane new courtiour start vp, cal- 
'led Cochrane, who had at that tyme great pre- 
heminence and auctoritie, and railed the king 
and all actiones of the court at his pleasour, 
and wold have done any manes turne, war it 
richt or vrong, for budis and brybis. The 
Homes and the Hepburaes sieing this man 
Cochrane to have so great credence of the 
king, they thought no better nor to mak thair 
moyane with him, and give him large sowmes 
of money to fortifie thame, and manteane 
thair cans againes the Duik of Albanie, who 
haistilie promised to tak thair pairtes in all 
thingis debaittable betuixt thame and the Duik 
of Albanie, and his brother, the earle of Marre, 
for the said Cochrane confessed to thame, that 
he was of no lese fear of the Duik of Albanie 
and his brother, nor they war thamselffis, thair- 
foir, he wold the more easilie consent to thair 
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opinion, and promeised, if he could find the 
tyme convenient, he should bring thair pur- 
pose to effect, and depairted from thatne, and 
was in the court daylie, labouring with all in- 
gyneto bring the king at disoord with his bre- 
ther. He travelled long or he could bring his 
ptirpose to pas : for the king loved his brether 
so weill, that he wold hear no vrong ttarra- 
tione of thame, nor gave no man -credence 
that spak evill of thame. Quhill at the last, 
4his Cochrane sieing that he could not break 
the king from his brether, he gart ane wich 
cum to the king, and pronunce to His grace, 
that he schould be suddenlie slaine be the 
nearest of his kine : quhairat the king wfts of- 
fendit, and asked at the wich how shoe sould 
knaw that of him t or if any man had caused hir 
to say so of him; Schoe answeired, shoe hail 
the revelatioun be ane fiitmiliar spirit ; and^tbah 
the king'begahe to be astonisobed, anei'daylie 
effeircd, conceittingin his mynd-whom it 
sould be : and at the last, apprehenditll sould 
be his awin brether that should fulfill thii^ ^ro* 
phecie that the wich had spokin, Becaiis he 
had no bairnes of his awin, at^hat tyme/of 
such aige as would doe sick ane turne. Thair- 
foir, he concludit haillallie with himselfe, th^t 
it sould be his brether that sould doe to him 
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that iAidchiefip» and thairvpoun; he gMW in 
suspUiohe and hatred, that he might on no- 
way es tak rest, becaus they war neirest of kin 
to him as the wich had spdken : but ever in- 
qoyred at the rest of his vnhappie o<maiAl* 
louris, who augmented htm daylie in tfiat siis* 
pHjone tow^rdis his brether. But when this 
suspitione that the king had takin spread 4hrow 
the conntrey, and als cam to the leares of 
the Homes and the Hepburnes, they war 
|>eartilie weill content thairwith, trusting by 
that meanis to be revengit on thair enemies, 
the Duik of Albanie and his brother. Thair- 
foir, they maid thame to the court, and flatter- 
ed ivith thie king and courtiouris, scbowfmd 
thair opinion of th^ kingts suspitione, saying, 
that they thought all to be of verities that the 
king had conceayed ip thjait manner tOwardis 
his brether, quhill at the last thmr grew sick 
inprtatl feid within the kingjs breast tovvtardis 
his bi^ether, that he could in bo wayes lett 
thaixn leive in peace, hot falselie in bis awin 
heart, ooi^deimned thame to the death, and that 
be the fit]$e persuasion of that iaU flatterer 
Cochrane^ jQuho gatt great soWmes of money 
thaiifoir. At the last^ the king sent for bis 
brether to. cum to Edinburghe t6 him with all 
possible baist» for sick thingis as he had to 



MMsa III. 183 

doe with thame. Bot the jkingi$ punpose was 
to destroy thaoie immediatlle efter th^ir earn- 
ing. Notwithstamiingy the Duik of Albanie 
was snirlie adverteised be sum of his freindis 
of the kiDgis malice towardis him to the per«- 
suafiioQ of his enemies, and thairfor,.be wQuld 
not compeir for the kingis letter^ hujt fled .to 
his awia castle in Dmnbar, quhiik he save 
farder in the matter. But the earle of Marre, 
kna/wing of nothing, cami obedientlie vntp his 
brolhcPy the kiogis graqe, quhair he w;^s scl^prt- 
lie thairefter murthered in the Canpipgatt ii> 
ane bath seat*, be whose persuasioun I, can- 
not tell ; and thaireft^r, the kiog cam if> Dqm- 
bar to have gottin his brother the Puik into 
hisbandis; but the. Duik being advf^rti^ed of 
bis/cumingv fled put of the said casUe^ ^d 
left OQben to keip it, and past himselfe to^Bt^r- 
^rickv wi remained tbair quhiU h^ saw fardder 
tydiiysagis. The. king hearing of his depar* 
luM, sent certane- noblmen to the castle of 
Dunbar, and desired the same to be rendrit at 
the kingis pleasour, to the king and his capr 
tanes, qubiik was obedientlie rendrit, and thair 
remained a quhyll at his pleasour, yoyd of 
all dreadour, danger, or fear, quhiik he sus* 
pected to cum be the prophesie of this wiph^ 
and passed his tyme with his flatterreris in all 

*Orbathfatt 
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the pairt^s'of Scotland, thinking then thair 
ivas no man had him at invy, bot he might 
saiflie perseveir in his pleasure. ^ « 

In this meane tyme this Cochran grew so 
fe^miliar with the king that nothing was done 
be him, and all men that would have had thair 
bnssines' exped, dressed thamselffis to this 
Cochran, and maid him fbrspeaker for thame : 
and gave him large money, quhairthrow he 
became so rich and potent that no man might 
stry ve with him : and he knawing the kingis 
conditione, that he loved him better that gave 
him nor he that tuik from him ; for the quhilk 
caus the said Cochran gave the king lai^ 
sowmes of money, quhairthrow he obtained 
the earledome of Marre from; the king 
and was possest* in the same: and evir 
clame hier and hier till he thought be had no 
pier of ane subject in Scotland, and c^MfcialUe 
in the kingis favouris: for nothing was con- 
cludit in court nor counsall but by the adwyM 
of this Cochrane ; nather durst any man op- 
pose againest his proceidings, war they guid 
or evill : for, if they so did, he wold gar pu- 
nisch thame sickerlie, for he had sick credit of 
the king that he gave him leive to stryk cuiir 
zie of his avvin as if he had beine ane prince ; 
and when any would refuise the said cunxie, 
•Oriiifeft, 
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qnhilk was called ane Cochrane plack, and 
would ssyi to him that it would be cryed doun, 
he would answeir, that he should be hanged 
that day that his money was cryed doun, 
quhitk prophecie cam to pas heirefter. For 
this Cochrane had sick auctoritie of court, and 
credence of the king, that no man gatt' au- 
dience of thJe king bot be his- moyane, or 
gave him geare, quhilk, if they did, thair mat* 
teris and adoes went richt, wer thei just or vn- 
just, or againest the commounweill, all was 
alyk to him, so that he might have his awin 
proffeit, for he abused this noble prince so, 
that non was receaved in court nor in offices 
bot such as would obey him, and be of hi^ 
faotioun. Sua be thir meanes the wyse lordis 
counsailis war refuised, and thair sones absent 
from the krngis service : for no man durst 
cum to «erve the king but he that was a tlat- 
terrer with Cochrane, and counted all thingis 
Weill done that he counsalled the king to doe. 
Be thir wayes thd king tint many of the 
nobles heartis of Scotland, and of thair sones 
and brether, that wer young men, verrie de- 
sirous to serve the king, bot yitt they could 
not gett no place for this Cochrane and his 
companie; nor na ca^alties could fall to' the 
king of Scotland bot it was disponed be the 
adwyse of this Cochrane^ and not be the coun* 
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sail of Ihe lordis of. parliament, oollier spi- 
rituall nor temporall. The quhUk moiir- 
ed the most pairt of the nobilitte to fall 
from the king, and sett thatr intentis bow to 
find remeid. ' And thairfoir sett ane conven* 
tiouu among thamselffi^ to oousult how they 
might best mak the king to defend the realme 
injustice and equitie, qubairby the comotoiui* 
Weill might floarisch, and the kingis honour 
not diminisched, and put such men aboiit him 
as wer most decent for ane prince $ qithairby 
vertew might be mainteaned, and vyce pUr 
nisched, and that he might von the heailis of 
his lordis and barrones, lie bringing the land 
to peace and rest, as his fstther left it to him* 
And vpoun this the lordis sent aoe wyae man 
to the king, dedariog t6 his grace that they 
desired him to leive young counsall atid vn- 
godlie partioilar ^ittei^reris, quho had no re- 
gaird of his honour, nor the proffeit of the 
commounweill, hot onlie respected thair awin 
particular protfeitt : and tbat his grace would 
put all fear and suspitioun out of his mynd, 
quhilk he had of his nobles, and that he would* 
tak the counsall of his wyse lordis» bow he 
sould ruell himselff in the governm/ent of his 
realme, and in the administratioun of justice, 
and defence of his enemies, and maintaining 
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bf thecoitimoiiaweiU; and, if his gcace wold 
vse thair coun^l in this maner, they wold 
leive and die with him in defence of his ho- 
nour and kiDgdome, and, if he wold not in- 
dyne to thair coonsall, they, tuik God to wit- 
nes they shduld be guiltles of all naisgovern- 
ment of the realms, and chairge thatrof should 
ly ypoun him both befoir *God and aian> and 
ihey sould be declaired innocent if any mis«* 
cbetfe cam in the countrie. The king an- 
swered and said, he bad no counsall in the 
government of countrie and commounweill 
bot lofdis counsallis as they war, ai^ pleased 
him for th« tyme, and wold latt thame to vn- 
dersttod, becaus he could sie no better for him 
for ttie tyme, that be wold put no man^ out of 
hife companie that was in it, for thair pleasures ; 
and beleived weill, that they war both traist 
and trew that was in bis oompanie and served 
him. Yitti notwithstanding, when all the 
lordis war togidder, and concludit all in ane 
voyce, he would not be content to vse thair 
cqunsallis in all thingis, and specaaUie in the de- 
fence of the realmei and liberties tbairof. The 
lordis hearing this answeir of the king, was 
not balflingis content with the samyne : bot 
they bure fair quhill they saw thair tyme, 
Hnowing tbeiy C0«id doe no fardder in this 
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matter quhil they war at the feildts in catnped 
battell. To that effect sum of thame caused 
the borderis to be brokin, and other sum lay 
still, and could mak no diefence, quhairthrow 
cam reiff and hirschip in the countrey, and 
great slauchter made betuixt Scotland and 
Ingland, quhairtbrow the landis war so wais(t- 
ed be Ingland, and be the theives of Anfier- 
daill, that ail the landis war waist^ evin to 
Edinburghe. When thir lamentatiounes and 
cryes of the poore> cam foefoir the king, he, 
was beavilie commoved, and caused mak pro- 
clamatioties through all the realme, to all and 
smidrie his leiges, earles, lordis, and bafrones, 
and substantious gentlmen : yea, and aJl men 
betuixt sixtie and sixteine, to compeir and 
assemble vpoun the "Borrowmnre of Edin- 
.burgh, inthair best array, with fourtie dayes 
iv.ictuaUis,to: pas foiKl ward with the king quhair 
he pleased in defence of the realme. 

The Inglismen hearing of thir proclama- 
tiones, maid gfeat provisionn for the same, 
thinkand that they wold defend thameslffis, 
and thair borderis, contrair the Scottis. Att 
this tyme they had to thair chiftane and leife- 
tennent, the duik of Glocester, who then was 
. great leivtennent and principall counsellour to 
Edward the new king. Nevirtheles, the Scottis 
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cam peartlfe fordward to the place appoynted, 
to witt the Borrowmoore, to the number of ' 
50,000 men, by carriage men andborderreris. 
The king tuik certane artilierie with him out 
of the castle of Edinburgh, and maid Coch* 
rane earle of Marre convoyar of th^ same, 
amd past fordward to Sdwtrie the first night, 
and on the morne to Lather, and thair stent^d 
thair paviliones betuixt the kirk and the toun, 
and thair abod that night, quhill on the morne.: 
then as the lordis of Scotland conveined in 
the kirk of Lather, to consult quhat was b^t 
to be done for the weilfair of the realme, and 
defence of the borderis, or if thei schould pas 
with the king at his pleasour, at that tyme or 
not. Some wyse and ancient lordis said be 
was not thair king, nor guyded be thame, nor 
by thair counsall, hot maid vp fallowis mais- 
sones to be lordis and earles, in the place of 
noblmen:. that is to say, he had banisched 
the duik ofAlbanie, his brother, and had for- 
fait and slaine the earle of Marre his vther 
brother, and had maid Cochrane, quho was 
bot ane maissoun, to fulfill his place ; quhair- 
of they could not be content, till they had sick 
thingis reformed- Vpoun this, they cheised 
certaine lordis, to the number of twentie»four, 
that is to say, th^ earle of Angus, principail 
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said, he sould find it for earnest, " for thou and 
thy complices hes abused our prince this long 
tyme, of quhom thow schalt have no more 
credit, hot sail have thy reward according to 
thy deservingis in tymes bygane : and richt so 
the rest of thy fellowis/' Notwithstanding the 
lordis held him quyet quhill they caused cer- 
tane armed men pas to the kingis pavilioun, and 
tuo or thrie wyse men with thame, and gave 
the king fair and pleasant wordis, till they had 
laid handis on all his servandis, andtuik thame 
and hanged thame over the bridge of Lather 
befoir the kingis eyes; and brought in the 
king himselff to the counsall. Thairefter, in- 
continent the brought out Cochrane, and his 
handis bound with ane tow, behind his back, 
who desired thame to tak ane of his awin pa- 
villion towis, quhilk war of silk, and bind his 
handis, for he thought shame to be bund with 
ane hemp tow lyk ane theife; the lordis an- 
sweired and said, " He was wors than a theife, 
he was ane trsitour, and deserved no better :*' 
and for desphight they tuick ane hair tadder 
and hanged him over the bridge of Lather, 
aboue his complices, and immediatlie maid 
ane prodamatioun, and cryed down his cun- 
zie, quhilk fulfilled his awin prophesie, that it 
might be ane example to all meine persons, 

3 
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not to climb so hie, and intend for high mau 
teris in court as he did ; for at his begining he 
was but ane prenteis to ane maissoon, and be- 
came yerrie ingenious in that craft, and biggit 
many stone houssis with his handts in the 
real me of Scotland, becaus he was cunning 
in that craft. Not long efter, the king maid 
bim his maister maissoun, and evir he clame ^ 
so high, till he clame to his end, as is rehearsit. 
The king was tane captive himselff, and led to 
the castle of Edinburgh, be the convoy of 
certane gentUnen, and nqn escaped that was 
in his companie, I meane his secreit cubicu- 
laris and servandis ; but wer all hanged, ex** 
cept ane young man called Sir Johne Ramsay, 
was saiifed be the kingis requeist, who for to 
saifT his lyfie, lap vpoun the hors behind the 
king. This Sir Johne Ramsay* was laird of 
Bowman, and efter theasurier of Scotland. 
This act was done in the moneth of August 
1481 yeires. ' 

' ■'- Efter this, anelaqg tyitoe, the king remain* ^ 
ed in the castle of Edinburghe^ ascaf^itive, and 
had cei^taine lordis in companie with him that 
took hold on him. and keiped him in the said 
castle, and served him and honoured him. as 
ane prince> aucht ta be in all thingis ; for he 
was <iiot put tbair as ane .prisoner/ butjor the 

N 
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maiateining of tb€ eommounweiU ; gave him 
leive tb vs^ all his directiones, gifiis and ca^ 
sualties at bis pleasuur, for nothing was dero« 
gat from him be reasoun of bis auctoritie, and 
all lettres war given and proclamattounes maid 
in his name, lykas they war befoir at bis in- 
putting, nor no regent, nor governour, was 
cbosin at that tyme, bot everie lord within his 
awin houndis was swome to minister justice, 
and to punisch thift and slauchter within 
thamselffis, or elis to bring the doeris of the 
same to the kingis justice at Edinburgh, and 
tbair to be punisched or answer for the crymes 
thamselffis, and to be holdin doeris of the same. 
Thus, thair was peace and rest in the countrit 
the space of thrie quarteris of an yeir. Quhill 
at the last the king wold have beiue out of the 
castle at his awin iibertie, bot he could not 
obtaine his purpose, except he wold have bond 
himseltfto the lardiscounsallis, that war bis 
inputteris, and give thame some pledges for 
the mair securitie of his promeiae, quhilk he 
wold on^waye^ doe. Sum that wa^ secreit 
servandis to him, g^»e him counsall to speak 
with the earle Dopglas, who was captive in 
the castle of Edinburgh at that tyme, and to 
tak him in his fiavouris, and to remitt all by- 
|g;anes, and to restore him to his landi^ who 
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was aneloag tyme befoir forfialt; schewing 
if the king would doe this, the earle Douglas 
was able to fortifie and defend him, and to 
bring him to his purpose. The king was 
yerrie glad of this, and desired verrie efiectU'* 
oaslie to speak with the earle Douglas, who 
was bro^ght to him incontinent, to intercom* 
moun vpoun the said matter* The earfe 
Douglas, on the vther pairt, was so high and 
presumptuous in hisowin m^nd, that he gav€ 
the king no dew reverence as fae ought to 
have done, bot high and pre»umptious wordis» 
quhilk became him not to give his prince at 
that tyme, ooostddering he was captive, and 
vnder subjectiooe* Thairfoir the king thought 
him 80 proud in his answeiris, and comaipon«- 
iog, that they pairted wors freindis thaa they 
mett, and then the king awowed, that he 
schould nevir be relaxit out of the. castle of 
Edinburgh, if fae might keip him in it, for by his 
proud speiking he wto likelier to be ane king 
than he. For the king feared him as meikle 
as any of the rest, if he liad beine at liberlie; 
so he left him in this maner, and comoioiiied 
no more with him: and schew thame that 
gave him the counsall the whoU matter, wlio 
war verrie discontent at the same ; bot sum of 
Ihame gave him counsall to vvrytt a letter to 
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his brother, the dukeof Albanie, and caus hira 
pas to king Edward the new king, and ask 
support of him and his counsall, quhairby he 
might be relaxed out of the castle of Edin- 
burgh, and to be revengit on his inputteris ; 
promisand if any sick thingis occurred in 
Ingland to king Edward, he sould be readie 
with all his power to his support. Thir let- 
tres war direct immediatlie to the duik of Al- 
bania, his brother^ who was then in Bervick, 
and receaved the letlres verrie thankfuUie, re- 
qii yring of the king and counsall of Ingland 
the said support, as the letters maid mentioun 
thairof. The king and counsall of Ingland hay- 
ing adwysed thairvpoun, denyed any support 
to be given to the king of Scotland, wiihout 
they knew quhairfoir; becausthey bad chairg- 
ed him for support sundry times, and gatt non. 
Yitt notwithstanding, would the king of Scot- 
land be content to render Bervick againe, 
they would grant him sick support as would 
relax him. The duik of Albanie answeired 
and said, he had no such commissioun in that 
matter; hot promised he schould schew the 
king of Inglandis desir to his brother, and 
bring him ane answeir schortlie. Efter this 
the duik of Albanie wreatt ane lettre to the 
king of Scotland his brother, schowand to him 
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the will and answeir of the king of Ingland, 
and counsall of Ingland ; to wit, he desired 
the toun of Bervick to be rendrit againe with- 
in yeir and day in Inglismenis handis, and if 
the king of Scotland would promeise thi^ to 
be done within the space forsaid, and sette his 
great seal thairvpoun, they would incontinent 
grant all his desire, that is to say^ to deliver 
him ffrie at libertie,.and mak him to h^^e pow- 
er to punisch qubom he will that had trani^ 
gressed again^s [him], provy ding alwayes 
that.the.king of Scotland' wold delyv^r vnto - 
thamecertane. pledges, quhill the said toun 
war delyvered. This answeir plea$M Weill 
the. king of Scotland, saying, if all Ingland 
war his, he had rather render it, nor be holdin 
in captivitieand.tbraldome be his.awin. And 
io this effect, he wriu his conimissioun vnd^ 
his great seall, to his. brother the duik of A]- 
banie, to grant' thair desires, and to ( pix)meise 
the same to the counsall of Ingland^ and sent 
four lordis sones in pledgis for the same. 

The duik of Albanie receai/ted the kingis 
commi^sio^n and pledgis, and thairefter past 
to London, totbeking of Ingland and counsall 
thairof, and scbew him the maner how he had 
sped, and promised to the king that all his 
desires schould be granted^ aiid schew him 
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the king of Scodandb commisriono ^niet bis 
great seaU, aod delyrered the pleUfgk^ for 
keiping of his promeise. Vpoim the ^hrilk 
lilie kkig of liiglaDd was verrie Weill content, 
aad receaved the pledgis verrie thaakfolUe, 
and intertttaned thanv rerrie weill, and ivKXivi* 
tinent caused the dirik of Gloucester, his Rreat 
Keftennent^ pas in Scotland with, the dunk of 
Albanie, and the number of ten thousand men, 
ifae best inaU Ingland, wasproTydil, and com* 
mattdit the duik of Glocester to pas with tke 
duik of Albanie in Scotland, or quiiairevir he 
pleased, in defence and support of the king of 
Scotland, and promeissed that they sould want 
nothing, nather fumtschilig nor expenses, ay 
and qubiU the king of Scotland war pitf to li^ 
k«rtie, aind revenged Tpo«n his enemies. And 
incontinent tkairefter tbir noblemen caM' in 
Seotland the tuentie tau day of the nKmeth of 
August anno 148S yeires, and planted thair 
"paviliones Tpoon the Borrowmoore of Edin- 
burghe, wad thair maid provisioae for thur 
af nmsi lyk tUo noble chiefianes. Thei> the 
whoU noblnien of Scotland^ knowing the cans 
of their enintng, and quhat the king of Scot- 
land had offered, dr^w thetnselffis togidder to 
ajie counsall, and soone thairefter compeired 
the duik of Attmnie and/the dh»k of Gloc^er 
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widiimbe toun of Eduiburgbi with the nattfb^t 
of ane thousand genthncn, and etltred within 
the tolbuith thairof, befoir the k>rdia of Seot- 
Iftfld^ qnho war sirtafid ai aae coiatA^aU at that 
time, and tbair ^errie rerrentlid saluted t^Q dufik 
of Albania^ refverenoed hiin^ and veldoi^ed bimr 
faeme, and required of him what wm his peti* 
tione. He answered^ <* Idesir the kiitgisgracey 
my brother^ to be pnt to libertie,' qt^bilk tfas 
granted to him iucontlntat/* B^t the cbaa- 
cellor ansmreired and (^Mi ^^MylofAfWeyfiH, 
grant you yoor desires: bot ai; to^ tb«t aoaa 
who is with yow, we knaw him n^, nor ykt 
will vte grant nothing to his desif . Bat we 
knaw your Idrdschip to be the kiligis bro* 
ther, and ei^eepting-thekitigfrsone, the second 
persona in Scolikind, and ane fafv^bui^ of ^^i^ 
tice, and the Coibmounweill. Tftii'Hbir fh^ 
kingis grace salbe at your wiU^ to tse him. as^ 
yea thidk gnid : bdseichiiig yow ^hofrfair to 
cans him rse wyile and honiesleouMfilHtin tyme 
cuming, who regairdNb bj>s honour afidf Wf ijl of 
the coantrie. This, biing doM/ I trQst thd 
king salbe out of sus|>itione df bi» :subje€ta£[^ 
quhilk hes beine trembbns in tyme& by g^tte, 
and caused vs qubo w!ar his lordis to d0e the 
thiag quhilk was not to his eonfCeii^asieat) be* 
cams he would not vse out o<w>aflaUi<tj bot vtfed 
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all thingisat his awin pleasonr, and those qtihol^ 
\rar his familiaris far the tynie, who was not 
worthie to have beine with ane king, nor to 
have given him counsall, hot rather to have 
hoWin the pleugh^ or to have keipit sclieipe. 
Thairfoir I pray God your Lordscbip iaay 
have honour of your labouris, qubiik yea have 
maid at this tyme, for his dely verance**^ 

Thus, when the chancellour bad endit.Ua 
oratioone, the duik of Albanie and the duik 
xxf Glocester depairted from the counsall to^ 
wardis the eastle to receive the king; and he- 
raides of Ariiies war oommandit to pas with 
thame, to ehairge the captanes to mak the 
gaittes opin and to delyver the king. So the 
king cam furth of the castle to the duik of 
Albanie bid brother, and rod doun to the 
Abbey of Hafliruidhous, and the duik of Al- 
banie^ hid brother behind him, both on ane 
horsv quboir they^ remained ane long tyme in 
gl^eat Airlines, qiihill all the lordis c^oErdoun 
and ttjaid'thair dew obedience to the king, be 
the dttifc oi Albafnes adwyse. Thairefter the 
king past to Stirling, and throw many pairtes 
erf Scotland^ acoompahied with the duik of 
Albanie and the^uik of Glocester : and with 
the duik of GRocester tua thousand hprsmea 
and fyve hundreth footmen, vpoiin the king 
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of his artnie^to Ihgland againe, and remained 
himsetff the. spare of ane yeir» with the aum« 
ber foirsaidis, with the king of Scotland. 

In this meane tyme the kyng pat certane 
lordis in the castle of Edinburghe, quho war, 
for the most pairt, eounsallouris of his input- 
ting, to the number of sixteine: to wht, the 
earle of Bothwell, the lord Home, the lord 
E^mdaiH, chanceilotir for the tyme; the lord 
Grisiy, the lord DrammoDd, the lord Egiitig- * 
toun, the lord Fleming, the lord Seatoun, the 
lord Maxwell, with sundrie great barrones, 
whom the king was adwysed, for the tyme, to 
have justified all, war not the counsall of the 
doik of Albanie his brother and the earle of 
Angus, quho than was familiar with the king, 
to daiff thie lordis injiii^ified in the tyme of the 
kingis furie. 

Efter this ane long tyme thair was peace 
and rest in the reakne, and that throw the 
court and counsall of the duik of Albanie, 
quho soone thaireft^r married the earle of Ork- 
neyis dochter, and begat vpoun hir ane sone, 
called Alexander, who wai$ thairefter bisohope 
of Murray, but not long efter he pairted with 
hir, and past in France, and was married vpoun 
the duches of BuUoigne. But this Alexander, 
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dtitk of Albaofie, had the great iadignaladilnt 
of many of the nobles in Scotland, for fortifie* 
. log and manteinnig the king in bid pritat af-« 
faires, and gave him the wytt that so many 
lordts vier in captivitie at that tyme, and for 
rendring of Berrick, according to the kingiil 
promeise» who gave him commissiouA to ren- 
der the same for his releive. And the lordis 
could not be content thairwith, bot alledgit it 
to be treasone : and wer verrie desirous to hav^e 
had sum cryme to accuse the diiik of Alba^ 
Bie, and to have put ane new sospitione be- 
tuixt him and his brother, the king, thinkii^ 
Weill the could onawayes gett than* wtU of 
the king except they had his br<>ther cdt off« 
And for that effect they caused cerfane flafner- 
reris and evill speakers schow the king thai 
the duik of Albanie intendit to ba^e the 
croun, for he was licklier to be king nor the 
kii^ himselfe as he proceidit ; for he disponed 
all thingis perteining to the libertie of Ibe 
croun: and caused the king to vaderstandy 
that he would fulfil the prophecie of the wifch 
who prophicied to the king that the nearest 
of his kine schould destroy him. Tbir wordis^ 
and siclyk vther fainyied taillis, maid the king 
so' efferred of the duik of Albanie, that he 
could have beine content to have beine quyt 
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of him, notwithstanding oi aU the travelKs he 
had maid for the kingis weilt, and for the de- 
Ijverring of him out of captivitie. All his 
guid senrice was forgett with this ftattrie, and 
the fear that the king tuik of him be the |>er« 
swasione of wicked counsallouris caused him 
to summond hid brother befoir the coansall, for 
sick poyntis of treasocie a$ efterfollowis. That 
is to say : for rendrtng the toon of Bervick in 
IngHiniiems handi&, but oountoU or commif* 
mone of the lordis of Sbotfauid. Sua the duik 
of Albanie compeired pertlie befoir the king 
and counsall, and produced the kingis comr 
missioun, rnder his great seall^ to render the 
same, to the effect that support mi^kt cam to 
the king for his delyT^rance. Bot the tordis 
alleadged that commissione was of no effect at 
that tjme, beeaus be wasi in captivitie, and did 
the same by * the advyce of the lordis and conn* 
salU Quhairfoir the lordis of coonsall for tike 
tyme comricted the amd daik, and send him Vo 
tifke ca^ie to be imprisoned. 

In thismeane tyme the earle of Angus gatt 
the haiU lordis that was in waird relmed, 
vpoun cantioun to enter againe when the king 
pleased^ ynder the paine of ten tbouMaid . 

♦ Without, 
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poandis ilk man, etc. Soone cfter this, they 
couDsalled the king to justifie his brother, the 
dnik of Albanie, thinkand, if they war quytt 
of him they should doe with the king quhat 
they pleassed. For they stod in sick aw of 
the duik that they durst nevir medle with the 
king, nor put handis in him, he being alyve. 
Quhairfoir thir conspiratouris insistit and war 
verrie desirous to have this noble and famous 
man put to deaths and conlinewed in this vn- 
godlie andvnieisum sute, qnhill it was Jcnawin 
in France be sick as favoured the duik of Al- 
banie : and thairfoir thair came ane French 
schtp out of France hastilie in Scotland, with 
secreit wryttingis to the duik of Albanie, 
quho was than in prisone in the Castle of 
Edinburth, to adverteise him that it was con- 
cludit be the king and counsall that he should 
be justified vpoun a certane day, quhilk was 
the day efter the schip cam to the toun of 
Leitli besyd Newheavin, and gave hir selff 
furth as ane passinger with wyne. Quhen he 
had hard of thir newis he desired leive of the 
captane to send for tuo bottelles of wyne, who 
gav^ him leive glaidlie, and provydit thei bossis 
himselff: and than the duik of Albanie sent 
ane of his familiar servantis to the Frenchmen, 
and desired him to bring him of the fynest and 
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and starkest wyne, quho was obeyed thank- 
fullie, aiid send him tuo bosis of Malvesie •, and 
in the one end of thebotle put ane row of wax, 
quhairin was inclosed ane secreit wrytting, 
quhilk schew the duik of Albanie sick hewis 
as he was not content thairwith : and in the 
other boss thair was ane long tow to support 
him in his neid. So the messinger haisted him 
back to the castie, and schew his maister cer« 
tane thingis be tongue, quhilk the Frenchman 
had told him, and that night the duik called 
the captane to supper, and promised him dne 
drink of giiid wyne. So the captane cam to 
him glaidlie, and souped with him. The 
duik gave his chamber chyld command that 
he sould drink no wyne that night, hot hold 
himselff temperat, for he knew not quhat he 
wold have to doe, and if thair arose any d is- 
sentioun betuixt him and the captane, he pray- 
ed him to stand be him, as he schould be 
ane guid maister to him thairefter. Quhen 
the supper was done, the captane passed to 
the kingis chamber to sie quhat was. doeing, 
who was then ludged in the castle : and when 
he had visited all, he caused tham close the 
yattes and sett the watchmen ; and thairefter 
cam to the duikis chamber to the coliatioun. 
And efter they had drunkin thair coliatioun. 
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and all men tii thair bedis, the duik and the 
captane past to the tables and played for the 
wjrne. The firci was hett and the wyne was 
strong, and the captane and his men became 
mirrie, quhill at the last, the duik perceaved 
his tyme> and saw thame mirrie, and maid ane 
signe to his chamber chyld to be readie as be 
had instructed him, for the duik was dillie re- 
solved aither to doe or to die : for he was suir* 
lie informed be the French schip that he was to 
be headed on the mome. So he thought best to 
preveine the tyme, and lap from the boord 
and strak the captane with ane whinger and 
slew him, and also stiked other tao with his 
awin hand. And in the meane tyme his 
chamber chyld was werrie busie ; and sua they 
tuo overthrew fyve : that is, the captane and 
four of his men : and when they had done, 
kest tham in the fyre ; and efterwardis tuik 
out thair towes and passed to the wall head, 
at ane quyet place, quhair the watchmen 
might have no sicht of thame, and than strech- 
ed thair cordis over the wall head, and the 
chamber boy passed first: hot the towis was 
schort, and he fell and brak his thigh bone. 
Then he cryed to his maister to mak the tow 
longer, for he was gone. Then the duik 
xeave the scheittis aff his bed^ and.lenthned 
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tbe tow, and p^sed saiflie bimselflP: and when 
he was cum doun and perceaved his servant 
in.poynt of dead, he tuik him vpoun his back 
and carried him away als fare as he might, 
and left him in ane quyet place, quhair he 
trowed he might be saife, and syne went to the 
Newheavin besyd Leith, and maid him ane 
signe to the schip, who sent ane boatt to the 
land and receaved him in. Bot no man knew 
wfaidder his servant went with him or not: 
bot suirlie manie gentlmen of Scotland wisch<» 
ed tbamselffis to have beine with him, and, 
amongest the rest. Sir Alexander Jairdine of 
Aplegirth, knyght, passed with him, and son- 
drie other gentlemen. 

Bot on the mome, whan the wachmen per* 

ceaved that the towis war hinging over the 

wallis, then rane they to seik the captane to 

schew him the matter and maner, bot he was 

not in his awin chamber. Then they passed 

to the dttikis chamber and fund the doore 

opin, and ane dead man lying in the chamber 

doore, and the captane and the rest burning in 

the fyre, qubilk was verrie dollorous to thame; 

and wh§n they mised the daik of Aibanie and 

his chamber chyld, they rane speidilie and 

schew the king how the matter had happened. 

B<yt be wold not give it credence till he pasif 
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himself and saw the'matter: Then he consi- 
dered the whole caus how it stood, and caused 
the yattes to be holdin close, that no word 
should pas to the toun> quhill he had searched 
all the place, to sie quhidder the duik of Al- 
banie war within or not. Bot when he could 
not find hi^n, he caused horsmen to be sent 
furth in all pairtes, to sie if they could appre- 
hend him in ony place, and bring him to him 
againe, and they should have great rewardis 
thairfoir. Botyitt they could gett no kynd of 
tryali of him, quhill at the last, tbair cam ane 
man out of I^ith, and schew the king that 
thair cam ane boat from the French schip, and 
tuik in certane men, and thairefter pulled vp 
hir saillis, and travisched up and down the 
Firth, quhom they judged to be the duik of 
Albanie, as it was trew ; for he past to France 
incontinent, and gatt in mariage the duchess 
of Bolloigne, and begatt vpoun hir Sir John 
Stewart, who was after him duik of Albanie, 
and governour of Scotland. 

Bot we will retume to our purpose and his* 
torie, how the wholl lordis, at the hour of nyne, 
.cam to the king to the castle, to sie quhat or- 
dourschould be takin with the exeeutioun of 
his brother the duik of Albanie, and to sie in 
quhat place he schould be headed : and when 



JAjtfE« lit. 409 

thejr kheW the matter hoW it Stoord, thaii* ^^ 
sbtti of thiStrt rei'rie sorie, thinking vreiU th&t 
he should not faill to qtiyt thanfi coitldUtt if he 
lived : hot other suttl wail' heartiHe ^eill cotl- 
tent, and rejoysed of his guid etetlt, knotting 
that he wds Innocent, and thought that they 
wold hear better tydingis of him ane otlief 
dfay. Notwithstanding, the klhg himselff Was 
affeired and commofred; paittli* throw the 
i^knchtef of the captarle, and als he had evii^ 
\tk reniiembrance the saying of the wich, think- 
ing he codld netir be satisfied in his myrid, 
quhill he had his brother put to dead a befoir. 
But fl-a tyttie he Was suirlie adverteised thstt 
bis brothef Was so intertained in Fr'ance, be 
the king^ and counsafi thairof, slnd had gottiti 
the dUches of Buloigtie in marriage, in thit 
fSiSpedt, he eonjectuted that he wold not cUol 
aigaine in Scotland haistillej becaus he was 
both foffah, arid had bfokrti his waird. Yitt 
tievirtheles the lordis tttik evir a great feate of 
hi^ returrtiiig, and durst nevif estecut thair in*- 
ientis till they knew that he Was de^d. 

And in this"rneartetyme,theking past throw 
all Scpltand at his pleasur, in peatce and fest. 

Arid ill the tneanefyme, thair was vVarres in 
Ingldnd, betwikt theditlk of Yofk, wha vsurp- 
ed the cfoun and kingdonfie of riendrie ttee 

o 
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Sixt, the said Hendrie being ia prisone for the 
tyme ; and the duik of Clarence, with certaae 
other noblemen, past to Normandie at that 
tyme, to remaine thair with the duik his guid 
brother, quhill he saw fardder- We leive the 
affairs of Ingland, and returne yitt againe to 
our historie. 

King James the Thrid being at guid peace 
and rest, as I have showin y ow befoir, he went 
to Stirling, and remained thair the most pairt 
of the yeir, quhair he tuik sick pleasur to 
dwell thair, that he left all other castles and 
tonnes in Scotland, and for that caus, he found- 
it ane coUedge within the said castle, callit the 
chappell royall, and also he buildit the great hall 
of Stirling. Also he maid in the said chappell 
royall, all kynd of office men, to wit, the 
bischope of Galloway, the deane, and the 
archdeane, thesaurer, subdeane, chanter, and 
subchanter, with all kind of other officieris, 
perteaning ane coUedge; and also doubled 
thaim for that effect, that the on half schould 
evir be readie to pas with him, to sing and 
play with him, and hold him mirrie : the other 
halfe to remaine at home, to sing and play 
for him and his successioun, , and for this 
caus maid great fundatioun in the said chap- 
pell royall. And in the meane tyme the be- 
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nifice of Coldingliame waiked, and the king 
thought to have given it to the chappell royall, 
but the Homes was not content thairwith, and 
in speciall .... Hoome of Falscastell, who 
Jiad many steidings of the priorie of Colding- 
hame in his handis for the tyme, heleiving to 
gett the same in giett or feu afterwardis. He 
caused the Hoomes evir intend to gett ane 
pryour in that rowme of thair awin name, 
qubairthrow they thought the king thair ene- 
loie, beeaus. he intendit to mell with any thing 
they had, and speciallie the pryorie of Col- 
dinghame. And for this ca^s the Hoomes 
and Hepbqrnes, with gertane lordis and bat!^ 
rones of the countrie, and speciaUie the lordis 
that war put in the castle befoir be the king, 
for the conspiracie of lather bridge, assembled 
togidder to ane conventioun and cou^nsall a- 
gaines the king, and banded thamsejffis togid- 
der, that they thought they schould: be pairtie 
to the ki?ig quhaire^ir he laid ony thing to their 
chairge. 

The king hearing of thir newis, sent ane 
herald to the forsaidisr lordis and thsur cau- 
tioneris, chairging them to vnderly the law 
jvilbii^.fourtie d^y^s, for sick tbi|igi$ as he had 
to lay to thair chairge. Bot the herald: was 
evill intreated in the exeoutioun qf the siiun- 



^IS CRONICI^ES dF SCOTLAND. 

mondis, for his lettres were revin. Att ibe 
qttbilk th^kfng t06k so gre&X displeasare, for 
he knew thair was no retneid, hot rebelltoan. 
For tbe'qubilk caus the king past to> Stirling, 
and gamisched the same with men and tic* 
tualUs, ancE maid ane .... Schaw, kird of Fin- 
trie, captane of the same, and dely vered him 
James, his eldest sone in keiping, and com- 
mandit him straitlie, as he loved his honour and 
his lyffe, that hewoldpermitt no man to enter 
the ssiid castle, nather great nor small, till he 
fetnrned ; nor yitt latt his sone pas ont of the 
said castle to no game, nor to meitt with no 
mati^ hot to kerp him straitlie in the caslle 
quhill hte returning. 

This being ^tie, the king returned to the 
castfo of Edinburgh, and fmrnisched the same 
in lyk manner, and pat bfs haill pois> ol gold 
and silvH* in the said casite, and desired the 
captane tbairof to keip' and wach the same 
wyslie, and sthew him that he was tO' pyd to 
the Northland among his lordis, and thair to 
sefk cou»sall and support of thame, againest 
this new reh^Iioun. Sua the morne efter he 
passed to Leit'h, and sehiped in ane schip of 
eaplane Woodes, whd was 'bound to Flanderis 
for the tyme. Sum of the conspiratouris, who 
hafdteUbfthe kingisdyett, foRowed fost to 

I 
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Leith after him, and thought to hav^ gottio 
him, bott thej missed him. Yitt they gott 
pairt of his toffef is with money and clo^jthing ; 
and they bel^ived suirlie, becaus the king was 
embarked in ane schip of Captame Woodis^ 
quhilk w«d bound to Flanderis, that, he was 
passand thair himselfe, and that caused tham 
to tak the lese fear, and be the more hardie in 
^poylling of his servandis. Bot he caused the 
said captane land in Fy0e, and than rod 
through the same to his northland lordis, iliat 
favored him and wold tak his pairt. Bot yitt 
or he pasty he left word behind him to the sche- 
rifTeof Stratherne,Fyffe, and Angus, to mak 
proclamatiounes out through the said schyres, 
to all maner of men betuix) sixtie and sixteine, 
spirituall and temporall, as weill burgh as land* 
that they schould be in readines at ane cer*- 
tane day to pas with the king quhair he 
pleased, to dantoun his conspiratouris« Thir 
new rebellis kest all the meanis and craftie 
wayes they might, to mak thamselffis als able 
againest the king and all that wold tak his 
pairt, thinking weill, they schould aither fight 
with the king and give him battell, or els caus 
him to flie out of Scotland. And yitt becaus 
thair title was not guid, they durst not attempt 
the same, becaus they knew the kifig to be 
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Weill loved of the cotnmones and borrowis, and' 
speciallie of the ancient and aiged worthie 
barrones of the cuntrie, who best knew quhat 
danger it was to rebell againest ane crouned 
king. Thir newis was ane great hinder to thir 
conspiratouris, to put hand in thair king or 
prince. Bot yitt the eldest of thame, to witt, 
the earle of Angus, the lord Evandaill, the 
carle Bothwall, the lord Home, with divers 
vtheris, conchidit not to mell with the king 
without they had the prince his sone in thair 
hands aiKi to this purpose they concludit, 
and fand ane craftie moyane, that is, they sent 
ane quyeit messinger to the captane of Stir- 
ling, and desired him affectuouslie to cum and 
speak with thame, for his awin Weill, who was 
verrie loath to cum, bot yitt at the last they 
maid him so fair promeiss, and gave him sick 
giftis of gold and silver, that he was finallie 
corrupted, and granted to all petitiones they 
wold desir of him, to witt, that he schould de- 
lyver the prince into their handis,and keip the 
castle still in the prince's name and thaires, 
and that he schould receave the king nor none 
of his within the castle in tymcuming. So 
immediatlie after they had given him great 
sowmes of money, he dely vered the prince vn- 
to thame^ who passed with him to Linlithgow; 

3 
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and thair maid proclamatiounes to all manner 
of men, that wold cum and defend the prince : 
becaus, as thei alleadged, that the kitig had 
SQspitioun of his sone, and at thame, lykas he 
had at his brother befoir, and was cuming with 
ane great armie to tak him and put him in 
prisone. Thairfoir they desired all men that 
favoured the commounweill, to cum and de- 
fend the prince, and also they fied waigeouris 
and men of warre with the kingis awin money, 
which they spoylled, to pas with thame : and 
passed all fordward with the prince againest the 
king incuming, quho knew nothing of the trea- 
soun wrought be the captaneofthe castle of Stir- 
ling^, nor y ilt of the dely verance of his sone, bot 
peirtlie cam forward with the north of Scotland, 
that is to say, Ros, Sutherland, Caithnes, Buch- 
an, Marre, Meirnes, Angus, Gowrie, Fyfe, 
Stratherne,Stirlingsqhyre, Atholl, and Argyle , 
with some of the lordis of tlie wastland that 
followed him. For thair was none in thir for- 
said schy res, bot all tuik pairt with him, both 
gentlmen and commones, except the Lord 
Gray allanerlie in Angus, and the Lord Drum- 
, mond in Stratheme, who was wim the other 
pairtie againes the king^. Notwithstanding 
th€ king cam to St Johjistoun, and thair warn- 
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ed all the conimounes and gentlmen of Fyfe ta 
meitt him, both on hor?e jand fute, quho caqd 
verrie obedientlie to the king, and with thame 
io companie lord David Lindsay of the 3yre8» 
as qaptane and liefetennent to tharne at tl^ 
I^ingis command ; for he had beine long in 
France, and weill practised in warres, quhairr 
foir the king thought it mi^ittest at that tyiQe 
to give him the chairge^ becaus he kneiv hio) 
to be both bardie and trew to his gracie, smir 
drie tiipe^ befoir^ \^'hen he had to doe -, thair* 
foir lord David I^indsay mett him ^^t Sanct 
Johnstoun, with ane thousand hprsmen» aqd 
thrie thousand futmen, all readie to wair th^ir, 
lyves with hijn in his defence. The saine lord. 
Pay id J^indsay, being ryding vpoun ane great 
gray curseour, he lighted doun and rxi?^]d his 
obedience to the king, and thairefter presented 
the said curseour to his grace, assuring the king 
that if he had to doe in extremitie, either tQ 
flie or follow, that that hors wold wftr^ all the 
hors in Scotland at his pleasour, if be woJd 
sit Weill ; SQ the king accepted of the hors, i^nd 
thanked him glaidlie. Alexander X^rd Ruth- 
yen, schirreif pf Stratherne;! brouphttohiman^ 
brave cpinpanie, to witt, ane thousand gentl-. 
u)en, Weill horsed, ane thous^d bowmeQ9'an4 
ane thousand with halflang swordis^ 9nd ha? 
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berschoiies, quhilkis all, with ^iv^rss yth^ri^ 
highland men, passed all with the schjrreff and 
melt the king att, Stirling, to the npoaber of 
thirtiiB tlipusand men. Thairefter incontinent 
the King passed to the castle, and desired t^ 
b^e in, hot the captane refuisad him efitre^, and : 
then the king desired to speak with his spnej 
quhilk also the captane refuissed, and said he 
wold not speak with him at that tyme. Yi^. 
the kipg ihquyred of him gentlie quhair hi^ 
son was ; who answered, and said) that th^ 
lordt? had takin him from him againes his wi}L 
Th^n the king said, " Falae tratour, thou hes 
deceaved me : I wow to God, and I leive, I 
salbe revengit vpoun the, and reward the as 
thou hes deserved." Thairefter the king passed 
to the toun, and watched all night, and cans* 
ed ane strong wach of hrs armie stand about 
the tonn all night, till on the morne that the 
day brak. Then the king rose with his 
couDsall and lordis, that war with him, and 
parsed forward in arrayed battle to the Tori- 
wood, and thair stayed, till moe cam tp him» 
And sidyk the kingis enemies, on the other 
syd, cam peirtlie fordward to the watjer of 
Qarroun, aboue the bridge thairof, to the wm^^ 
ber of twelfT thoysand men, all monted on 
horsback. And on the morne, thair cam wysa 
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men on everie 5yd to treat peace betuixt 
thame. Bot the king, sieing he was so great 
of power againes his enemies, he wold on no 
wayes bot fordward to be revengit on tham 
that had risen and rebelled againes him. Then 
lie arrayed his battel!, and maid forwardis to 
the feildis, and put his men in ordour, as eftei; 
foUowesrthat is to say, ten thousand highland 
men in the vangaird, the earle of Huntlie and 
the earle of Atholl, leadens of the said hoast ; 
then in the reirgaird vther ten thousand wast- 
land men, and Stirlingshire men, and thair 
leaderis war my lord Erskine, the lord Gra- 
hame and Monteith. The king himselflf was 
in the great steall with all the borrowis and 
commones of Scotland, and on the on wing on 
his right hand, passed Dauid earle of Craw- 
foord, and lord David Lindsay of the Byres, 
and with thame tuo thousand horsmen, and 
sax thousand futmen of Fyfe and Angus. And 
on his left hand passed Alexander Lord Ruth- 
vene, with all Slratherne and Stormond^ to the 
number of fyve thousand men. 

Thus the king, being in ordour and passand 
fordward in arrayed batle^ word cam to him 
that his enemies war in sicht. Then the king 
cryed for his hors, quhilk my lord Lindsay had 
givin him^ and raid to ane hill head to sie the 
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manner of thair cuming. Then he sawe thame 
in thrie battellis, to the number of six thou- 
sand men in everie battel! ; the Hoomes and 
Hepburnes having the vangaird; and with 
thame in companie, Mers, Tividaill, and east 
Lothiane, and nixt tham Liddisdaill and Ah- 
nerdaill, with manie of Galloway. And sjrne 
cam' the wholl lordis that conspired againest 
the king, and brought with tham the prince, 
to be thair buckler and saiftie, and haisted 
fordward with great courage, becaus they 
knew the kingis facilitie, that he was nather 
bardie nor cohstaut in battell. So the king, 
sieing his awin enemies to cum with his awin 
. banner displayed, and his sone againest him, 
he remembrit the wordis which the wich had 
spokin to him manie dayes befoir, that he 
shotild be suddenlie destroyed and put doun 
be the nearest of his kine : quhilk he suspect- 
ed than appearandlie to cum to pas, and be 
the wordis of the Iforsaid wich, illusioun, and 
intysment of the devill, he tuik sick ane vaine 
suspitioun in his awin mynd, that he tuik 
haistilie purpose to flie. In the meane tyme, 
the lordis sieing the king to tyne coqrage, de- 
sired him to pas by the hoast till they had 
foughtin the battell. Be this the Homes and 
If epburnes cam so fast ypoun the kingis van- 
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gaird, and on the other syd they schoU so 
many and 6o thik flightis of arrowis at that 
tyme^ that they hurt and slew o^anie of thair 
hors, and put thame back. Bot at the last 
the theives of Annerdaill cam in, schout- 
ting and crying, and feared the king so, that 
he tuik purpose and raid his way, and thought 
to have win the toun of Stirling : bot he spur- 
red his hors at the ^ight speid. Cuming throw 
the toun of BannockbMrne, ane voman per* 
ceaved ane man cuming fast vpoun hors, shoe 
being carrieing in watter, cant fast away and 
left the pig behind her ; so the kingis hors lap 
the burne and slak of friewill, quhairfra the 
voman cam. The king being evill sittin, fell 
aff his hors befoir the mylne doore of Ban- 
Dockburne, and so was bruised with the fall, 
being beavie in armour, that he fell in ane 
deadlie sowne : And the n^iller and his wayff 
harled him in to the mylne, and not knowing 
quhat he was, kest him vp in ane nuik, and 
covered him with ane cloath ; quhill at the 
last the kingis boast, knawing that he was fled, 
^ebaitted thamselffis manfullie, and knawing 
that they war bordereris and theivis that delt 
with thame, thairfoir they had the moir cou* 
rage to defend thamselffis. Nevirtheles they 
reteired and fled ,in guid ordour quhill they 
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^eanie to the Tonnroody and thaii* debaUted Idng 
tyme till the night came^ and fled away als 
quyetlie as they might, and {>airt past to Stir- 
ling. Bot thair enemies^ on the other syd, 
followed tbame verrie scharplie, so tbit thair 
was many takin, huft, and slaine of thame. 
And be the kingis enemies war ret^iring back, 
the kii>g himselff overcame lying in the myloe, 
and cryed,. if thair was ane preist to mak his 
confessioun. The royller and his wayff heir- 
ing thir wordis, inquyred of him qnhat man 
he was, and vtrhat was his name. He hap- 
pened to say, vnhappilie^ '* This day at morne I 
was your king." Than the miUeris wayff clap- 
ped hir handisy and ran furth aad cryed for 
^ne preist. In this meane tyme ane preist 
was earning by ; sum says he was* nay lortd 
Grayes senrand ; qnho answeii'ed and . stEtid, 
*^ heir am I aoe preist, quhair isi the king?" 
Then the milteris wayff taik the preist by the 
hfand) and led him ia at the mylne doote, and 
how sooiie the said preist saw the king, he 
knew him incontinent, and kneilledf doun on 
his kntesy and speired at the kingis grace if he. 
might live if be had guid leichment : he syv 
Mreired bifiA he trowed he might, bot he wold 
hdve had a prefet to tak bis adflyce^ and to 
give him his sacranment. The priest ansWeir- 
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ed, that sail I doe haistilie, — and pulled out ane 
whinger, and strak him four or fyve tyraes 
evin to the hearty and syne gatt him on his 
back and had him away. Bot no man knew 
quhat he did with him, nor quhair he buried 
him. Nor no tryail of the king was gottin 
ane moneth thairefter. Notwithstanding, the 
battellis war dissevered, as 1 have schowin 
befoir, the kingis battell fled to Stirling that 
night, and the other pairtie to thair tentis: 
and on the morne cam to Linlithgow. I can- 
not hear of any man of reputatioun that was 
slaine at this tyme, bot thair was many earles, 
lordis, and barrones, that war takin and ran- 
somed. This battell was strickin in the moneth 
of Junij the aucht day, in the yeir of God 
1488 yeires. 

This may be ane example to all kingis that 
cumes heirefter, not to fall from God, and to 
grund thamselflis vpoun the vaine sayingis 
and illusiones of devillis and sorcereris, as this 
feible king did, quhilk pat him in suspitiaun 
of his nobilitie, and to murther and exyll his 
awin native brother. For, if he had vsed the 
counsall of his wyse lordis and barrones, he 
had not cum to sick disparatioun, nor suspi- 
tione, quhilk he was moved to tak be vaine 
and vicked persones, quhilk brought him to 
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ane mischeivous end. Thairfoir we pray all 
godlie ki:Qgis to tak example by him, and to 
fear God, and to vse wys,e and godlie counsall, 
having respect to thair high calling, and to 
doe justice to all men. 
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HEAR BE6INBS THE CRONICLES OF KING JAME^ 
THE FEIRD, AND OF HIS ACTI9. 



Jambs the Thrid, ynhappilie- slaine in this 
inaner* as is befoir rehearsit, king James the 
Feird, and all the rest of the conspiratouris 
that came againes the king, passed to lith- 
gow, and remained thair quhill they gott word 
whidder the king^ was slaine or not. In this 
meane tyme thair came ane man to thame to 
Linlithgow, schowing thame that thair was 
tuo schipes of Captane Woodes travisching vp 
and doun the Firth, of the quhilkis schipes 
thair was on of thame called the Flour, and 
the vther the Yellow Carvell. Thir schipes 
had sent thair cock boattis to land» and receav- 
ed in many hurt men within thame, of quhom 
they judged the king to be one. At thir tyd- 
ingis the whoU conspiratouris tuik conjectur 
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•f the same thing, sieing that Captane Wood 
was principall servant to the' king at that 
tyme, and having waiges of him, and he and 
his schipis had beine oftymes furnisched abe* 
foir be the king to pas quhair he pleased: 
thairfoir they beleived that he schouid have 
aivaitted vpoun the king in the feild, and have 
broucht him to the schipis. They being cer* 
tified of this matter, they raised thair armie 
and cam to Leith, and i^mained tuo dayes, 
and in the meane tyme send messingeris to 
Captane Wood, desiring to knaw if the king 
was in the schipes or noucht: who said he 
was not thair, and bad thame search and seik 
his schipes at thair pleasures, if they beleived 
not him. Upoan this answeir the messinger 
depairted back, schoiving the captane's an* 
sweir ; off the quhilk the prince and the lordis 
war not content, and send messingeris back 
againe to Captane Wood, desiring him to cum 
to the counsall, that they might inquyre of 
him how the matter stood. Bot he, on the 
vtber pairt, knawing that they had murthered 
his maister in maner foirsaid, tuik suspitione 
of ihame, that without pledges he would ndt 
cum in thair handis, that he might returne 
without harme or skaith to his schipis. This 
dUp the messinger* reported vnto the prjhce 
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bnd.fhe Idrdis, quhoihcoatxneiit caused' itte 
iordis pas in pledges, for. tlid said caplone 
IquhiM he scfaould be delyvered againe; tOi/hb 
8chipe&; to witt the lord Seatoua and the lord 
Fleming;: liua the Iordis war .lieceaved into 
the schipes, and Captanfe Wbod cam andipne^ 
sentit himsdff befoir theJordis and pi^nnde^ in 
the tonn of Leilh. Bot ial-s soon^ as tfa^'prioci 
saw the captdnefaitnselfe befoir hiih beteived 
suirlie it had beine his father, and inquyred'of 
him, " Sir, ar yia my fkther?'' who answeihsd^ 
with teares falling from his eyes,' " Sir, I am not 
your father, bot I was asepvand to your father, 
stnd salbe to the auctoritie quhill I die, Bnd 
ane enemie to thame that was > the occastotia 
of his dounputting." The Iordis itiquyred of 
Captane Wood if he knew of the kiiYg, or 
quhair he was. He answeired, he knew no« 
thing of the king, nor quhair he was. Tlien 
they speired quhat they war that cam out of 
the feild and passed in his schipes: be an* 
sweircd, " It was I and my brother, quho war 
readie to have waired our lyves with the king 
in his defence." Then they said, " He is not in 
your schipes?" quho answeired againe, " He is 
not in my schipes, bot would to God be war 
in my schipes saflie, I should defend him and 
keip him skaithles fra all the treasonable crea- 
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tiiris :iv]^l^s.inurihered him, far Itlaiiiik to 
sie the da^.ivh<en they.salbe hanged and'draiir* 
in for tbair demeritis." 

Then the lordii^ sieing nothing in Captane 
Wo(id hot disphyghtfnll anwdris and proud 
gpeakingis, they war not content thaicwith i 
yitt tiiey darst not put hand in him to dod 
him any skaith, becaus of the lordis that war 
pledges for him : ffor if the .had done .him any 
skaithy they wold incontinent have banged the 
lordis. tl^at war pledges for bina, quhilk^ as it 
was> escaped narrowlie^ becaus of the longBtay 
of the said capiane;. The lordis haisled away 
tiie captane to bis sohipes, and inqiiyced no 
moetydiqgis pf him^ This being ^done^^te 
Idrdis pledges war;delyvered and tane on. land 
againe, who war rieht flied^ and sdhdw li^e 
prince and the lordis, if they bad holdin Cap* 
tane Wood any longer they had been both 
biuig^d. Att this .tyme the pHnce inck tfaie 
lordis ^im verrie comnbov^di and. desired> cer« 
iane skipped^ in Leith to pas Airth and tak 
the said captane and bring him in; To ijhis 
e^ct they called all the skippered ^d mar^ 
'riiieris in Leith befoir the counsall, to si^ 
<|Bbilk of thame-wold tak in hand to pas vpoon 
•the s&fd captahe/aad they schould be Yur- 
liisch^^ with m«nv artiliarie, and victuallis 
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vf>oAa the prince's expenssis, bot^ilia^r all vibf 
fuissed: and oa Captane Bartone arisweired 
and said, tbat thair was. not ten schipes ia 
Scotland that would give Captane Woodes tua 
schipes combaJkt ; for he was weill practiced 
in warre, and had sick artilyarie and men that 
it was hard dealling with him aither be^seaor 
land. 

This being spokin, the prince and the Idrdis 
oonsidderred the same, aiid dontinewed itfaie 
tome till afterwardis. So ihfAy past vpi all %» 
Edinburgh, and remained ane quhytiy and 
send out lettres into all pairtes, both into biirgb 
and land) desiring the whoU lordis comous^ 
sioneris to compeir at Edinburgh vpoua ane 
certane day, to sie the. king corroned, and to 
give thair consent thairUK But, notwithstand- 
ing, few compeired except sum commissioii- 
eris of burrowes, and the lordis conspiratouris 
thamselffis. Ajad thtaif therjr crowned the king, 
and tbairefter they send ane herald to the cap- 
tane of the Castle of Edinburgh, aad desired 
the same to be rendrit. to the king and his cap* 
tanes, quhilk was ohedientlie done at the 
kingts command. . But the captane thajurof 
Doaid sick.moyane with the lordis i)fcounsay 
^nd vtheris courte^oviistk that he continewed 
still ip his pffice. ; Sum.^sayes h$ C^rlifie^ 
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firtito of thelordts quhair the kingis pooBe mii^ 
and caused thame'getf the' samyne^ qukilk 
tras thecaus his^ contiriewailce in* hir office; 
This being dotie, lihe king past to SrirHngi 
Imd requyrit the castle thairof to be riiwlrit in 
this ^samyne m;^nnef; qiihilk was done ine(»iti* 
nafnt^andtbe king and his captands reoeaved 
thaimo, joid ane new fcaptanie maid^ to witt; 
Sir Jo&n Lahdie, kDy^tk-" The king remaiaed 
a quhyllin' Stirling^ acid passed daylieto the 
Ghappell Royall to .hear the nmttinesi and 
e^niii^ song: and everle d^y the chaplandie 
played .for the kingis graee, deplorand atid 
lam^Qlahd for the death of his fathier^ • qiihilk 
ihoieed ticking to repentance, that he happehed 
to be counsalled to cum agatfUfs his father in 
bafkteli^ quhairlhro^ he was itiurtheiied and 
slaine. .Totbat elFect he was mored to gdlige 
to the deane of the said Ghappell Royali, and 
to hare his counsall how he might be satisfied 
in hirawin consciehcCytfaat he ws^ airt aaid 
pairtof that conflict that was done to his fa*^ 
tfaer* This^odlieman gare the king a guid 
counsidl and comfort, sieing him so penitent. 
But yitt he dur^ riot opin his mynd to the: 
kingso far as his conscience dytted him, be«> 
coas^ the king was young, and had no constaa-. 
eie to ketp counsall or secreit thmight, albeil 
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it was for his awin |irofieilt; aiid alsorthts god^ 

lie itaan dred tbe lordisr and «ttch as vraDCoti^ 

spiratourisolithe.kifigisr death, thinkand: that 

they wdld have beine allislterlie displeassed at 

him, if he had desired the king to doe that 

whiefabecame faim: for the quhiik cans he 

domADTted the king in the tyme of ! his refien- 

tsiicev arid continei^^ed his ooBnbaU jbiil: his 

grace was fardder sttmkin in aigej . So> the 

king reniaii][ed in the castle a certahe s^ce, 

bot: he' W9S eyer aad and doHoitfodb in hak 

mynd for the deatb of hb fether,' that, he was 

coostbained t6in^ak:ane signa of irepenikance; 

ii>t the quhllk csiUs lie ^taurt- mak adeiyron bdf^ 

kid /wore it diylie^ about hinnv afad leikit it 

evevie yidip^i^eftanetxioes wciightL < / > » , ' < 

I : Thb brdis :that fwar oonspiratloiuris; rp^tbeav^ 

edthte king eviir arasing iuhiS' ntynici, think' 

dnd^t'fiumiyhies he i^oUdsbe displeais&d.with 

Aiair proceidiiigfisvi thaifftiir they > icbBsalted 

imongest thamsdfisithat ^tbey would eoahsail 

thi^ king to thaii^ efiectqithill hie; was;^ooi^ ? 

diid' also they lei red the lordifr cm I IH^ olMs 

pfiiictKwho war itvrtAi ^HSfifather, thtnUaad'at 

suilitymfe:tbey wouM'gettrtbe king i to thahr 

opimone ; and for this same cnus, ito awoyd 

all suspitioun qnhaircfarow they iihight he 

challengitj they^caused the kiv^ incoatinent 
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to .sett ane parliament to be haldin at EdUi'* 
burgh) within theepace of ffonrtie.dayes : and 
wxiraediall the wholl lordis and great bar* 
rones of Scotland, and oommissioneris of bac^ 
iK>wes,.to competr the day and place forsaid^ 
td^.heai* iand sie justice mtnis^rat, lyk as it was 
iBr tymes past Bot tbair was we speciall 
Munmondis directed to -thame that war per-^ 
talieris with the kingis father againes himselii^ 
and also of the burrowes, etc. quhilkis halU 
number of the lordis war twentie aughtj and 
anghl scoir of great barrones. Thir nnlmber 
lyar summondit ilk ahe particularlie be:tham- 
sidffii, to compeir befoir tlie king- arid ooun* 
siU at Edinburgh within ffourtie dayes, to 
the treasonable and' oruell cumihg with the 
kiiHgis faitheragaines hlmselff at BaHhokbume: 
tfaiiikaDd:thair to cans the father devour the 
fione, With vther poyntis of dittay, quhilkis it 
if not neidfoU to rehearse. And the first that 
was specified in the summondis was lord Da«» 
uid Lindsay, becaas He. was mosl famitiaf 
^ith the king at that tyme, and was starkeit 
in his dpinioun, and vsed himselif most nyim 
IhUie.in his defence againes hisenemies^ ibkit^ 
foBT tlie conspiratouris had most invy at him; 
And when the tyme' cam all the lordis of 
Scotland Compeired, both on the one syd and 
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on the vther, in ^presence ef the king and 
coansall, in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, the 
king himselfT sitting in judgment* The sum- 
mondis was red, and the lord Dauid Lindsay 
first called, and his dittay red in this manner 
as followis. ** That is to say : Lord Dauid Lind- 
say of the Byres compcir for the oruell cam* 
iog againes the king at Bannokburne with iM 
father, and in giving him counsall to. have de- 
vored.his sbne,the kingis grace, heir f>resent: 
and to that effect gave him ane sword and ane 
Jiors to forlifie him againes his soiie: qiibai 
is your answeir heirvnta ?" 
< This lord Dauid Lindsay being ane nisch 
man, aqd of rud language, albeit he was stout 
and bardie in the feildis^ ^ndwas exercised in 
warre :. yitt he had hot small pratick< m the 
lawis^and could notansweir formallie to thair 
dittay, and could, not gett ane man of /law. Id 
speak for him, for fearrof the kiag,'beGaus 
ha satt in judgment faimselff, and als thq mat* 
ter wafe Ireasoiie quhairof h^ was^ accused: 
Yitt the said lord Dauid Lindsay, hearing him* 
«elff so oft called, and bis dittay red,^)isweired 
an thia manner,'^ Yea ar all lurdones, my lordis, 
and fals tratouris to yous prince, and thai I 
dare prove with my handis vpoun any one of 
yow who holdis yow best, from the kingis 
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grace doun. For yea his lurdones hes cans*- 
€»i the king in plaine battell cum againes his 
filkher, quhair that noble . prince was cruellife 
murthered amon^ your handis be your ad- 
wy^» though yea broHcht the prince ia pre- 
sence for yoiir behove, ta mak him the buck- 
ler of yauT wicked interpryse : thairfoir, &k 
locdones, and the king ptmiseh not yow hassti- 
lie for that nmrther, yea will murther him 
Vfhexi yea think tyme, as yea did his father. 
Sir, beware of thame, and give thame no cre- 
dence, far they that war fals to your father 
can aevif be true to your seUf. For, I assure 
your grace,. bad your fatlier beitie yitt alyve^ I 
wold have tane his pairt and stand no a#. of 
thir false lurdones. And lykway es, if yea bad 
a sone that wold be counsalled to cum iii bat* 
tell againes yow be the counsall of false tra* 
toures lyk tfair, I woM stiirlie tak your pairt, 
aod iigbt m your quarrell againes thame, evin 
with thrie againes sax of thir false tratouris, 
-who caussis your grace to beleive evill of me. 
Tyaaie sail try me at lenth to be trewer nor 
any of thame." 

. The chancellour and the rest of the lordis 
fhatsatt in judgment with the king for the 
tyme, hearing the grose and ruid speach, and 
scharp accusatioun of lord David Lindsay, in 
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presence of the king,' and all the whoU nobili- 
tie of Scotland : the ohancellonr thoaght he 
hat thame ovir near. Thaitfoir the chaned- 
lonr, to excuse the matter, answeired- and said 
to the king, in this.muiner, ^Sir, ittml Danid 
JLitidsay is bot ane man of the old worlds add 
damnol answeir formaUie, noii ykt speak. reve^ 
rentlie in your grace* presenda^. Your grace 
most be giud ta him; and I traist fae wiil^cimi 
in your will.''' Then he spak to lord.Daiaid 
Lindsay, saying to 'him, ^^ It is guidibfi yoa 
to cum in the kingis will, and he ^vill be gnid 
to yow." Thir wordis war spokrn purposiie, 
to cans lord Dauid Lindsay cum in the kingis 
WiM, that it might be ^e preparative to all the 
i re^X that war vnder tlie summondis of forikhri^, 
to follow and cum in th<e kingis wiU^i^and 
tfabught to have cutted thaiii^'Orflrbe that'Way. 
Bot on, Mr Patrik Lindsay, ^brother-germafie 
to the lord Dauid Lindsay, heiring his brothttr 
decriret to cumin thb kingis will, was nbtioon- 
tent thairwith. To that effect he stamped 
sadKe vpbun his brotheris foolt, to latt hhat Vi- 
derstand that he was not conteiit with tfae,d6- 
sir quhilk the chancellour proponed to him. 
But this stampe of Mr Patriki^ iya8> so heavie 
vpoun his brotheris fate, who had ane sair 
toe, quhilk was painfall to him> quhaivlbir, 
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helvikitto him, and.said>^^ Yeawarover^peiit 
to stampe ypoua my fate; wiar yow outof rthe 
kingis presence, I wbtdifomertakyovr oti/.tlate 
moiHh/' Mr Pati*ik,.hearihgthe vaiae'Wordis 
of his.brother; plate: OB hrs. knieg beibir tka 
king and the Justice^iandomaid his pethio^ 
to thaHie in this manner : f^Str, if it will pjeto 
your grace, and youD honQrabill counsall, I 
desir of <yx)iir grace, . for hisiCaus that is judge 
of all V that your grace : will give me lei ve thkt 
ifaiy to spesik for my^ bratUer : for I sie thiair is 
net man of^law that dare speak for him for feare 
of; your grace: and altliough he and J h/es not 
biine atane/this monte. yeires^ yitt.my beact . 
may^noHsnfiEer me to si€ the native hous qubair*- 
of 1 axa desoendity to /pemch.!'' So the king 
and the Justice gavel him leLve to speak f^fai$ 
brother. Then the. said Mr Patrik raiseaff 
h&:knies,. aind was veiirie: blyth that he had 
obteined that ticence^with. the kingis favour. 
So. he began verrie reverantlie to speak in thi» 
manner, saying to the wholl lordis of Parlia* 
ment, and to the rest of thame that war accu* 
seris of his brother at that ty m«, with the rest 
of the lordis that war in the summondis of for^ 
fiadtrie, who war entred in the bos windonr 
and thair to tboall an assyze, according to thair 
dittay, saying, *' I beseik you all, my iordia, 
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that be hear present, for his sak that wifl give 
sentence and jadgmetit on vs all att the last 
day, that yea will remember, now instantlie is 
your tyroe, and we have had the same in tymes 
bygane, as we may also have heirefter, desir- 
ing yow to know yotir awin estate, and that 
all tbingis are changeable ; bot Godts justice 
and judgment standis evir stable and firme; 
thairfoir doe all yea wold be done to in the 
administratioun of justice to your nighbouris 
and brethreine', who ar accused of thair lyves 
and heritages this day, whose judgment standis 
in your handis. Thairfoir beware in tyme,and 
opin not the doore that yow may not steik!** 
Be this Mr Patrik had endit his speaches, the 
dhancellour bad him say sumthing for the de« 
feiice of his brother, and to answeir to the 
poyntis of the summondis tnaid and raised 
vpoun his brother, and the rest of the lordis 
and barrones. Then Mr Patrik answeired 
againe, saying, " If it please the kingis grace, 
and your honoures that ar heir present, J say 
the king schould not sitt in judgment againes 
his lordis and barrones, becaus he has maid 
his oath of fidelitie, quhen he receaved the 
croun of Scotland, that he schould not in cum 
in judgment againes his lordis and barrones, 
in no actioun quhair be is pairtie himselff. 
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Bot hear bis grace is both pairtie, and was. at 
the comaiitting of the cryme himselff, thair^ 
foir he ought, not, nather be tlie law of God nor 
man, to sitt in judgment at this tyoie; qubairr 
fbir we desir him, in the name of God, to ry^ei 
anddepairt out of judgment, quhill the matter 
be fiardder. discussed, oonforme to justice." 

ypoua this the chancellonr and lordis cqu-* 
cluditt that his petitioun was reasonable; tbair** 
foir they desyred the king to rise vp.,,and pa;^ 
\o the inna- tolbouth, quhilk was verrie. vn- 
pleasant to bim for the tyoie, being ane y.Qung 
pripc^ sitland vpoun his royall seatt to bei 
r^sed;bp his ^qbjfictis. Bot the lordis think- 
ing schame to break justice, removed him oil 
thi^ manner, and than called vpoun lord Dauid 
Lindsay, and his procuratour maister Patrik 
Lindsay, toansweir fprdward to the poynt-r 
tis of the summondis, and dittay thairin con-* 
teint. Then Mr Patrik spak with humilitie, 
saying, ** I beseik your Lordschipis, that ar . 
judges, for his sak that judges vsall,to remem-r 
ber, that we have beine in the place quhair^n 
yea ar now, and it may happin vs to have the 
king find court at our pleasour, as yea have 
now. Thairfoir sie that your proceidings l^ 
|K)nest and godlie, in X\ie lading of you^p pror. 
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The chancellour sayes, *• Yea will have no 
eaus lo plaint; but we pray yow schortlie to 
answeir to your somtnonclis, and mak ws no 
more hinder; and yea sail have justice/' Mr 
Patiik answcii^d, " I trow the sumondes be de- 
sert a^ null in itselflfjbecaus he was summond* 
it to compeir to'thig court and parliament vpoim 
the space of fourtte dayes without' continew- 
ation of dayes, no mentioun is maid of quhair 
nor qnhat place, bbt gederallie befotr the king" 
and connsall : and now. my lordis, I believe it 
be ami and fourtie dstyes^^ thaipfeif the day is 
espyied of iti^ltif; we ought not to answeic 
tiA we be new summondit, and lawfuUie cal- 
led thairto/' 

' ' The lordis luikit the suinmondifr and iildof- 
sfftiounes thairvpoun, and fand it to be as Mr 
Fatrik had isaid ; and be the practiekof Scotland, 
the summondis was easting and the parliament 
dissolved. Yitt they caused the loiMis that 
war vpoun the pannell, tbat schould have 
thoalled judgment, to find cautioun everie ane 
of thame, vnder the paine of certane soumes, 
to answeir at ane certane day appointed to 
thame. Yitt all thir lordis war verrie blytb, 
thinking that all evill was guid of frist, and in 
speciall the lord David Lindsay was so blyth 
at his brothers sayingis, that he burst furtb, 



laying to hihi, « Venilie brother, yea have 
fyne>pyatt wordisl Iiieold riot bare trowed, 
be St Amarie, tfaaftiyea had sick wordis/' and- 
said io'hii^ for that dayes labour be 'isboald 
have. theMaynesof Kirkforther. i> ^ ' 

But when the king bard qtibat Mr Patrick- 
had said, > be was displeased dt him, and said' to' 
him, he schould sitt qabair bei schould not sie 
his feiti fovaile yeir, and imediatlie caiised tak 
him to the Rbss of Bate, and pat him in pre* 
sotie, quhair he remained the space of ahe yeir. 
This prariiaili^nt was boldin at Edinburgh, the 
tent day Januar, anno 1489 yekes. '■ ' 
i This same yeir, certane Ikigiisch sehtpis' 
cam^in our Scottis finh, andspoyll^olir mer- 
ehand^B with M rther passengeris that cam iu 
their way. Off this the king and counsel'' 
thought great ill, and desired eflfectuouslie to 
be revi^ngit thairof; hot they could gett no 
man, nather captanes, marrineris^ nor skip- 
peris, that would tak in hiand to pas fvrth vp^' 
oun tbUme; quhyli at the last, they send ftr 
sir Andro Wood, knyght of Largo, and de«* 
sired him to pas furtli vpoun the said Inglise« 
men,' and to that effect he souM be weill fur- 
nisched with men, victuallis and artilarie, and 
he schould have the kingis favour thairfoir, 
and be rewardit ricfalie for histravell. Off this 
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^r Andrew Wood was weill content, and past 
furth of the firth, with tua schipis weili maned 
and artylled, to pas vpoun the said Inglismen. 
whom he forgathered with at the castle of Dun- 
bar, quhair ihey fpught verrie cruellie on ei- 
ther syd, with vncertane victorie ane lang 
fipace, notwithstanding the Inglismen war 
fjrve, and he but tua, as said is, to witt, the Yel- 
low Caruell and the Flour. Yitt the said sir 
Andrew Wood prevealed be his singular man- 
head and wisdome, and brought all his fyve 
sphipis to Leith as prisoneris, and dely vered 
the captanes thairof to the kingis grace, for the 
quhilk notable act, the said captane Wood was 
weill rewairdit. This was he of quhom we 
spak befoir ; so he was holdin in great estima- 
tioun with the king» and all the nobiiitie thair- 
^fter. Bot incontinent, when the king of Ing- 
land hard tell of ^thir new is, that his schipis 
war foughtin and takin be sir Andrew Wood, 
he was greatlie displeased thairwith, and maid 
proclamatiounes through all Ingland, that who- 
soever would pas to the sea, and fight with sir 
Andro Wood, and if he happened tp tak 
him prisoner, and bring him to him, he should 
have for bis revard^ ane thousand pound ster* 
ling to spend be yeir. Thair w^s ma^ie that 
refui$)ied, because they knew $ir And^Q Wood 
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to be sick aae captane vpouft the sea,; ^d 
verrie fortunat in battel!, quhairfoir tUey had 
no will to assaillie him. Nevit-th^les sjfie 4;^!^ 
lane of warFe, ane gentinoiaa paU^dSt^p.^^ipt 
Bull, took ill hand to pa3 to tbp sea aip4 ^s\^ 
with sir Aqdro Wood, and bring, hiqipri^po^ 
to the king of Ingland, either qmc)c; or dead : 
quhairat the king of Ingland w^ grpAjtjtijimUe 
rejoyest, and caused provyd Ih? $ii^id Oagr 
lane thrie great schipis weill furnisCfhed wi^^ 
men and artillarie. Efter this th^ p9,ptane pa|$t 
to thei sea, and sailled quhiU he fi^gf^i tO{ the 
Scottis firth, that is to say, to th^^backpf Inpjir . 
may, beyond the Bass,, and tuik, many pf Q\if 
boattis that war travelling for jSfiohes, tp win 
their living : and tuik miapie qf thaipe tp givje ; 
him knawledge qubair sir Andro Wood wa^, 
quhill at the last^ a little before the day breakr 
ing, vpoua ane Sunday iporping, afie of the 
Ingltsh schipes perceaved tia£^ sehipie^ cunning 
voder saiil by St Cobes head : then the Ipglisch 
captane caused sum of the Scottis ;pri$oner$ » 
pas to the topis of the schipes, that they might 
«e or spy if it was sir Andro Wood or pought: 
bot the Scottismen diss<emblit, and s«ajd they 
knetv not who it was, quhill at the l^sl^ th^ 
captane promeised thair ransum f^^ to tell 
the veritie if it was captane Wood or not, quho 

Q 
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certified him that it was he indead. Then the 
captane was verrie blyth, and gart fill the 
wyne, and drink about to all the skipperis and 
captaties that was vnder htm, praying tfaam to 
tak gnid courage, for thair enemies war at 
hand ; for the qnhilk caussis, he gart ordour 
his schfipes in fear of warre, and sett the quar- 
ter maister and captanes^ everie on in his 
awin rowme, and caused the gunneris to 
chairge and put all in ordour lyk ane guid and 
stout captane. 

Oh the other syd, sir Andro Wood cam 
pertlie fordward, knawing no impediment of 
enemies to be in his gaitt, quhill at the last, 
he perceaved tua schipes cuming vnder saiil, 
and making fast towardis thame in fear of 
warre.* Than captane Wood sieing this, ex- 
horted his men to battell, beseiking thame to 
be ferce against thair enemies, who had sworne 
and awowed to mak thame prisoneris to the 
king of Ingland ; " bot will God they sail fail 
of thiair purpose. Thairfoir sett yourselffis in 
ordour, ever ie man to his awin rowme, and lat 
your gunes and crosbowis be readie. Bot a- 
boue all, vse the fire ballis Weill in the topis 
of the schipes, and let ys keip oar overloftis 
with tua bandit swordis, andeverie guid fel- 
rlow dpe aikl f'emember Qa'4be weilfair 'of tiaie 
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realime, and his awin honour^ and Weill God,; 
for my awin pairt» I sail schow yow guid €x> 
ample/' So he caused perce the wyhe, and 
everie man drank to vther. Be this the sun 
begoutb to ryse and schyne bright on the sail- 
lis^ so the Inglisch schipes appeired verrie 
awfuU in the sicht of the Scottis,: be reasoun 
thaat schipes war gritt and strong, and weill 
fumisched with great artillerie. Yitt the 
Scottis effeired nothing, bot kestthame vnder- 
ward on the Inglismen, who sieing that, schott 
tua great cannones at the Scottis, thinking that 
they should have strikin saill at thai r boast. 
Bot the Scottismen, nothing effeired thairwitb> 
cam stoutlie fordward vpoun the wind syd, 
vpoun captane Stevin Bull, and clipped fra 
hand, and.faught thair fra the ryssing of the 
siine, till the goeing ddun of the same, in the 
long sommeris day, quhill all the men and vo- 
men that duelt neir the coast syd, stood and 
beheld the fighting, quhilk was terrible to sie. 
Yitt notwithstanding the night severed thame, 
that they war forced to depairt from otheris 
quhill the morne that the day began to break 
and thair trumpettis blew on aither syd, and 
maid ihame againe to the battelU who clipped 
and fought so oruellie, that nather skipperis 
nor marriiteris took head of thair sohipes, but 
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fightand still till the ebb tyd and south wind 
bure thame to Inchcap, fornent the mouth of 
Tay. The Scottismen sieand this, they tuik 
sick courage and hardiment, that they doubled 
on the strokis on the Inglismen, and thair tuik 
Stevin Bull and his thrie schipis, and had 
thame vp to the toun of Dundie, and thair re- 
mained till thair hurt men war cured, and the 
dead buried; and thairefter tuik Stevin Bull, 
and had him to the kingis grace as a prisoner. 
And the king reseaved him glaidlie, and thank* 
ed sir Andro Wood greatlie, and rewairded 
him richlie for his labours, and great prooff of 
bis manhead, and thairefter propyned the Ing« 
lisch captane richlie, and all his men, and send 
thame all saflie home, thair schipes and all 
thair furnisching, becaus they had schowin 
thamselffis so stout and bardie warrioures. So 
he send thame all back to the king of Ingland : 
to lett him vnderstand that he had als manlie 
men in Scotland as he had in Ingland ; thair- 
ibir desired him to send no moe of his captanes 
in tyme cuming. But the king of Ingland 
iiearing of thir newis, was discontented, qaban 
as his men said to him, that the king of Scot* 
land said to thame, if they came againe in 
sick forme to perturb Ixis coastis, that it might 
be they would Hot be so w^ll intertained, nor 
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lovp home so dry schod* Alwayes the king 
of Ingland accounted himsdff obleist to the 
king of Scotland, for the safe dely verance of 
his tnet), and intertaining of thame. 

In this meane tyme was guid peace and rest 
in Scotland, and great lore betuixt the king 
atid his subjectis, and was weill loved be thame 
aU ; for he was verrie noble, and though the 
tyce of covetonsness range over meikle inliis 
father^ it rang not in himselfe; nor . yitt pyk- 
thankis nor dowardis should be authorised iti 
his companie, nor yitt advanced, neither vsed 
he the counsall bot of his lordis^ quhairby be 
Wan the heartis of the whoU npbilitie ; so that 
he would ride out through any part of the 
realme him allone, vnknawin that he wasking ; 
and would ligge in pure menis faoussis, as he 
)iad beitie ane travellour through the countrie, 
and would requyre of thame quhair he ludg- 
ed, quhair the king was> and quhat ane .man 
he vms,>and how he vsed himselff towardis his 
subjectis, and quhat they spok of him throw 
the countrie. And they would answeir him 
as they thought guid, so be Xhkv db^xig the 
kiftg hard the commoun brute of himseUT. 
This prince Wfis vondrous hardie, aiid diligent 
tdt ^executioun of justice, and loved nothing 
so weill as able ipen and horsis ; thairlbir at 
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suhdrie tymes he wonld'caas mak proclaoBfta^ 
tiounes through the land, to all and sandrie 
his lordesand barrones, who war able for just- 
ing and turney, to cum to Edinburgh to him, 
and thair to exercise thamselfBs for his plea- 
sour^ sum to rune with the speape, sum ta fight 
with the battle aix, sum with the tu bandit 
sword, and sum with the hand bow and vthef 
e^ffercises, etc. Whosocvir fought best got his 
adversaries weapon delyvered to him be the 
kiilg, and he who ran best with the spear^, got 
ane speare headed with puir gold^ delyvered 
to him, . to k^ip in memorie of fais pratick 
thairintiU. By this meanes the king brought 
the realme to great manhead and honouris; 
that the fame of his justing and turney spread 
throw all Eurojpe^ quhilk caused mainy erraod 
knyghtis cum out of vther pairtesto Scotland, 
to seik justing, becaus they hard of the kiilglie 
fame of the prince of ^Scotland. Bot few- or 
noiie of thame passed > away vnmached, and 
. oftymes overthrowne. . . r 

In this meane tyme was ane marvell seine m 
Scotland. Ane baime was borne rekoned to 
to be ane man chyld^ who from the waist vp 
was tu6 fair personagesiy with all meniberis and 
portrat6iirs perteaning to tiio bodies; and the 
back of one was fast to the other, but fra the 
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wast ddin they war, JJot on persone^. The 
king<€au9ed tak great cair vpoan the vpbring- 
ing of thir bodies in on personage, and caus^ 
learne thame.to sing and play vpoun instru- 
mentis^ whb within schort quhill became verie 
ingenions and cunning in the airt of musick^ 
that. they could play vpoun any instrument, 
the one the tenor, and the other the. tryble^ 
Terie melodiouslie, quhilk moved the people 
to treat them verrie weilL Also they could 
speak sundrie leadis ; that is to say, Latine, 
.French, Italianes, Spanisch, Duch, Dence, 
IngUfih) and Iriscb. Thir tuo bp(jiies lived 
twentie aucbt.yeiresi and than theone.pf thame 
depairted^ quhilk . was. verrie dollprous to the 
^ther, quhilk was tht lopgejt leiver ; for the 
quhilk: mea bad him. b^ roerr}e; life -would an^ 
\3weir; f*^ How can I be roirrie that has my 
brot)iecjis 9At deadcarca^^e vpoun qiy back, 
wbo,wasi;v6Qt to sifig^jaqd play with me: when 
I waa.s^djiie would ppmfort me, and I rich t so 
to him: bot opw I bai^e nothing b^t doUour 
in b^ari^. soheitvie a burtheine,^ ^e<ad cold, 
and dissplved pu my back, tbairfpir I .pray the 
Aflmightie God to dely ver me out of this lyflfe, 
that [we may be laid in the e^rthtogidd^r 
quh^rfra we came ", 
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I^ne 6fter this, thttif Cim ane Diieh kny^hl 
id Scotlam}, call^ Sir Jdhne Cockbems^ and 
deisired fightili^ and justing with the lonks 
Und barrodes thairof. Bot nofae was so apt 
^nd readie to'iight \Vith him as sir Palrick Ha* 
miltoun, being then strong of bodie» and able 
to an thitigis^ ahd yitt for iak of exercisoun he 
was not so weill practised as mister had beiae^ 
though he laked no hardimeot, strength nor 
Courage. Bot when the Duchman and he 
was assef]6bled togidder, on gi^at horsis Vnder 
the castle wall of Edkibdrgh, in the barraoe ; 
so effter the soiind of trumpet, the .rusched 
verrie rudlie togidder and break thair speares 
on vther^ and itniti^iatite gatt new speares and 
encotmtisred againe. Bot sir Patrick's hdfs 
Vtte^ed, and wouki in no wayes eiKmntterhis 
^versslr againe^ th^t it was force to sir Patrik 
fb light oil foot, and fight the i>iickimkitf^ and 
bad the^Dochniian.alighi; 'front his'hors, 'iM 
tod otitthe matter^ saying to him a hors was 
"i weak weapon, when iben bad most tA66. 
'¥h6n btyth the knightis alighted on itelir fooU:, 
ithd joyned peHiie togidder with right aiwfilM 
cOUiitenance; each on strak at yth» and 
foiight the sfiade of a^ hbufr, with vdcertaine 
Tictorie, quhill at the last, the said sir Piairiok 
rusched rudlie vpoun the Duchman^ and strak 
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him on hts knies^ and the Dttcbman being on 
his knies, the king kest his halt over the castle 
wall, and caused the judges to stay and red 
tbame ; hot the heraldis and trumpetteria cry^- 
ed and soundit, saying the victorie was sir Pa* 
trikis. This sir Patrik Hamiltoun was bro- 
ther germade to the earle of Arraney and sis- 
ter baimes with the kingis grace, and wan ane 
wyse and valiant man all his dayes. 

This king James the Feird was weill leiamed 
in the airt of inedioine, and was an^ singular 
gitid chiriirgiane ; atid thair was ftone oft^at 
professioun if they had any dangerous cure in 
hand, bot would have craved his adwyse^ 

Id this mean tyme the Drumnlondis brunt 
|he kirk of Monivaiid, quhairift waa six scoir 
of Murrayes with: thdir.wayffiss and c^ildraine, 
and feiV escaped thciirfra^ hot war all aiitber 
bkimt or alaine^ exc€^ on David Murray^ 
qnhilk itsci the kibg punisched condignlie 
thairefter, for he headed monte of the princi- 
pBil actouris tbairof at Stirling. The kiiig also 
caused tak ane dwnb voman^ and pat her in 
Inchkeith, and ga?e hir tuo bairnes with hir» 
and gart furnisch hir in all necessares thingia 
perteaning to thair noiirisCbment, desiring 
heirby to khaw quhat languages they had 
when they ci|i|i to the aige of perfyie apeach. 
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Some'sayes thef'spftk'giiid Hebrew, bat I 
know iibt;by anthoris^ rehearse, etc. 

In tliis meane tyme 'Bernard Stevirart^ bro- 
ther to the earle of Lennox, and Monsieur 
Derbine, haying the Scottis coknpanie vnder 
thair dominion in 'France, vnder the king 
thairof, passed to< Naples, and thair the said 
Bernard was maid regent and governour thair^ 
of: who ruiled it also with great wisdomeand 
gentlnes, that he wane all the heartis of the 
said realme, and loved and obeyed him so 
Weill, timt he was called be the French the 
Pelteroy of Naples. Attthis tyme the king 
and comisall of France was not content, think- 
ing that he being ane Scottisman would vsurpe 
the croun of Naples to. him selff : and: for that 
cans devyscd ane great lord of France to pas 
and be equall with the said Monsieur Derbine 
Jn all authoitie and power of governance <^ th^ 
said realme of Naples. Bat fra tyme the said 
Monsieur Derbine knew the king of France 
suspitionn in that matter, he wa^ nob myndit 
to stay longer in the realme, -bot haistilie de« 
pairted, and cam throw Ingland into Scotland, 
quhair he was weill receaved ^be the king and 
couhsall, and the kingis grace treatted him 
verrie gentlie, and sett him evir at! his awin 
table with himselff, and maid him judge to all 
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justing and tumey, and cailid him faltuer cxf 
warres, becaus be was iveili practicked in the 
same. 

In the yeir of God 1504 yeires, in the 

moneth of August^ king James the Feifd tuik 

to way ff Margare*, the king of Inglandis sis- 

tari first bome dochter to Hendrie the Sewint, 

and was nrmFriied with hicsakmnedlife be the 

adwyceofthe nobilitie of Scotland and Ing- 

Idnd, and gatt gritt sowmes of money with 

bir:; andpromeiae of peace and vnitie maid 

and ordained, to stand betweine the^tuso realmi^^ 

and thairto the said kingis gave boththair 

bandis, and oathis of fidelities that tlifey should 

o]^serve and keip the samyne during the tyme 

of thair ly ves, but fraud or guyle. Bot allace, 

this continuance was ncM^ long keipit, as dter 

yea sail b^ar. ;For the king qf Ingland b^ing 

alyed with the king of Scotland in this man-* 

ner> thought he had his typie convenient to 

pas to France to ^ik his pensioun.. Thairfoir 

be assemblit his whoU lordis to ane CQunsall 

to ^ie quhat was thair myndis thairintiU : 

quhiik ng^pie of thame coqsented to> and gave 

him counsall to pursue his awin ryght, con* 

sidd^irrmg he <was allayed with the king of 

Scotland^ and sio bandit with him, that he neid-? 

it not tp fear no backchajes of thame as he 
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hadvbnttodo. Thairfbirtfaey taik the lese fear 
of France, thinking that the king should obteiae 
his peusioun hot ony trouble or impediment. 
Yitt the counsall of Ingland thought expedient 
to send ane ambassadour to the king of France 
todesirhimto render the king of Inglandis 
pensioun frielie to him bot ony trouble ; cer* 
tifying him if he would not he would Cum 
himselff in propper pensone for the same, 
quhilk would not be to his contentment. So 
the ambassadour past to France, and sche w the 
king thairof his conimissioun, quho was not 
content thairwith; beleiving weill that the 
king of Ingland durst not attempt to enter in 
Warre againest him. Yitt he was commoted 
« at the message, and gave the ambassadouris 
deferring answeiris litle to effect. 

In this meane tyme thair was ane bischope 
in Scotland called Andro Forman, bischope of 
Murray, who at that tyme was to pas to Rome, 
tamd rod his way through Ingland, quhair he 
^as weill treated and receaved be king Hen* 
drie the Aught, and that for the king of Scot* 
landis saik ; syne past to Rome, quhiair he was 
Weill receayed be the Pope. 

In this meaqe tyme, king Lues of France 
and Pope Jfulii, the Sewint of that name> fell 
in discord : and the said Pope raised ane armie 
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of ane hundreth thousand men, to cum againes 
the king of France, and give plaine battdl, if 
he would not yeild to thair desires. The king 
of France sieing the Pope so rigourous againes 
him, cam manfuUie to the jfieidis againes him, 
with ane triumphant armie of the number of 
fourscoir thousand men. Thir tuo armies 
marched togidder within the space of ane 
Scottis myll, readie to joyne at the sound of a 
trumpet. But this noble bischope Forman 
being in companie with the Pope for the tyme, 
desired at his holines that he might speak with 
thelcing of France, quhilk petitioun was grants 
ed to him be the Pope, who was verrie glaid 
of his desir. So this noble bischope past to 
the king of 'France quhair he was with hia 
armie in propper persone, quho receaved the 
bischop werrie reverentlie, for the king of 
Scotlandis saik ; who was also verrie blyth of 
his cuming, traisting that the bischop favoured 
him for the king of Scotlandis saik ; that he 
would not lett Ihe Pope give him battell if he 
might stop him, and to that effiect he gave him 
fair wordis, and granted to manie of his de- 
sires. This bischope came haistilie againe to 
the Pope with guid narratioun of the king of 
France, saying to the Pope, that the king of 
France was readie to defend the libertie of the 
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kirk, and specialiie to serve his holines^ and 
pas with him quhair he pleased. Thir guid 
wordis, and yther siclyk, mitigatt the Pope soe, 
that he applyed to the bischopis cbunsali, and 
skailled his armie, and said he was content to 
cum and intercommoun freindlie and tenderlie 
with the king of France. So this bischope 
past haistilie to the king of France, who was 
Weill content thairof, and promeised to bi- 
schope Forman that he schould skaill his armie 
in lyk manner as 'the Pope had done his, and 
that he would meitt and speak with the Pope 
in any place quhilk he would appoyntt. And 
on the mome both the armies skailled, and the 
Pope and the king of France mett atid imbra- 
ced vther verrie tenderlie, and aggried vpoun 
all matteris debaittable betuixt thame, be the 
travellis and labouris of this bischope, who 
was richlie rewairdit thairfoir, and obteint gritt 
favpuris of noblemen on both sydes ; for the 
Pope lighted doun aff his mule and gave him 
to bischop Forman, with great giftis of gold, 
and had him to Rome with him, and maid 
him legatt of Scotland. Then this bischope 
maid ane banquett to the Pope and all his 
cardinallis, in on of the Pope's awiii palaces, 
and when they war all sett according to thair 
eustome, that he who ought the hous for the 

10 
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tyme should say th^ grace ; and he was not 
ane guid schoUer, nor had not guid Latine, 
bot begane. rudlie in the Scottise faschioun, 
saying Benedicite, beleivand that they schould 
have said Dominus, bot they answeired, Deus 
in the Italian^ faschione, quhilk pat the bi- 
schope by his intendmeut, that he wist not 
Weill how to proceid fordward^ bot happenefi» 
in guid Scottis in this manner, sayand quhilk 
they vnderstuid not, " The diyill I give yow 
all false cardinalli? t0| in nomine Patris, Fi- 
Jii, et Spiritu^ Sancti, Amen.*' Then all the 
bischope's men leugh, and all the cardinallis 
thamselffi^; and the Pope inquyred quhairat 
they Ijeugh, and the bischop schew that he 
was not ane guid dark, and that his cardinaHis 
had put him by his text and Ltftendment, thair- 
foir he gave thame all to the devill in guid 
Scotti$, quhairat the Pope himselff leugh verrie 
earnestlie. Thus when the bischope had end- 
it his bu$sines, and was maid legatt of Scot- 
land, he tuik his leive of the Pope and all his 
cardinalles, he cam throw Italie and cam to 
•France, quhair he was verrie welcome, both 
to the king, queine, and connsall thairof, and 
wasriphlie .rew.airdit for his peace making be- 
tuixt him apd the Pope, smd.gave him thairfoir 
the .bischoprick of Barges of Barrie, quhilk 
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. was to him in proffeitt four hunder tan of 
wyne yeirlie, and ten thousand markis of gokt, 
with vther small commodities. The king of 
France also schew this bischope how the king^ 
of Ingland had sent ambassadouris to him de- 
siring his pensioun to be payed, or else he 
would cum and invaid his realme, quhairfoir 
he desired the bischope verrie efTectuouslie to 
speak the king of Scotland to support bim» 
conforme to the tenor of his auld band, and 
also prayed the bischope to be his guidfreind 
in counsalling the king : that is to say, when 
the king of Ingland came to France, that he 
should raise ane arraie and pas in England, 
lykas his old band maid mentioun. To this 
effect the king of France sent ambassadouris 
in Scotland with the said bischope, to desir 
the same, as said is. Bot the king gave him 
deferring answeiris, becaus of the love and 
tendemes that was betuixt him and the king 
of Ingland, his brother in law. Thir ambas* 
sadouris past in France againe, nothing con- 
tent with thair answeir. 

This drew over for ane space, and in the 
meane tyme Margaret, our young queine, 
broucht home ane sone, in the moneth of Maij, 
in the yeir of God 1511 yeires. In the same 
yeir the king fouildit a great schipe called the 
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Micheall, quhilk was ane verrie monstrubus 
great schip ; for this schip tuik so meikle tim- 
ber, that schoe wasted all the woadis in Fy fe . 
except FalkUnd wood> by the timber that^ 
cam but of Norway. For many of the schip^ . 
wrightis in Scotland wroaght at hir, and 
wrichtis of vther countries had thair devyse at 
hir ; and all wrought bussitie the space of ane. 
yeir at hir. This schip' was twelff scbir footis 
leHth ; threltie sax foott within the wallis :. 
schoe was ten foot thik within the wallia of 
cutted risles of oak, so that no cannon could 
doe at hir : shoe cumbred all Scotland to gett 
hir to the sea : and when shoe was committed, 
to the sea, and vnder saill, shoe was counted 
to the king to fourtie thousand pund of ex« 
pensis^ by hir ordouris and cannones quhilkis 
shoe bair. Shoe had thrie hunder marineriii 
to governe hir ; sixscoir guneris to vse her 
artaillarie, and ane thousand men of warre, by 
captanes,. skipperis, and quarter maisteris. 
Quhen this schip past to the sea, and was lying 
in the road, the king caused shott ane canqoa 
at hir, to essay hir if shoe was wight, bot the 
cannon deired hir not. And if any pian be-* 
leives that this schip was not as we have, 
schowin, latt him pas to the place ofTulUr 
bardyne, quhair he will find the breadth and 
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lenth of hir sett with hawthof tie : as for mj 
author was Captane Andro Wood, principall 
captane of hir, and Robert Bartane, who was 
maister skipper. This schip Jay still in the 
road, and the king tuik great pleasour everie 
day to cum doiin and sie hir, and would dyne 
sUid sup in hir sundrie tyn^es, and be showing 
his lordis hir ordour and liiunitioun. Quhill 
at the last the king of Scotland was sUirlie ad* 
verteised that the king of Ingland was making 
readie with all haist possible could be, with 
aile great armie, and navie of schipes, to pas 
to France to seik his pensioun, quhairof the 
king of Scotland was not content; trusting 
yk&\\ if the king of Ingland invaidit France 
that he would be chairgit be the king of 
France for support, according to his old band) 
quhilk he was loath to break, and, vpoun the 
Vther pairt, was verrie loath to break his new 
allyance with the king of Ingland, quhilk 
greatlie commoved this guid king. Yitt, ner 
virtheles, be counsaii of the bischopis, whf> 
evir favoured France better than Ingland, 
counsalled the king to pyk ane quarrell at 
Ingland, quhilk they believed should cwas the 
king of Ingland to stait, quhairby the king 
of Scotland might have occasioun to support 
France. And so they caused the king send 
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bischop Andro Fdrman to Ingland to the 
king, desiring of him cerfane silver wark and 
goldin peaces, with ringes^ chdines, afid pre- 
tious stones and vther abulzementis of gold 
perteaning to the prince, his eldest brother, 
quhilk was left to Mai^aret, queine of Scot- 
land, be legacie of hir eldest brother. To thir 
petitiones the king of Ingland answeired i^ay- 
ing, '' My lord ambassadour, desires the king 
of Scotland any thing quhilk was left in lega^ 
cie be my eldest brother to Margaret, qucfine 
of Scotland, my eldest sister, shoe salbe weill 
satisfied and answeired thairfoir, not o'nlie 
thairof, hot the double thairof of all thingis. 
Thairfoir mak your mecnoriall of all your de- 
sires, the number and the valour thiairpf, and 
yea sail not onlie have the isingle, bot the 
double thairof, as I am ane trew prin^6 : on 
coiiditioun that the king of Scotland will keip 
bis oath and band to me that he maid laitlie 
with consent of his parliament 3 a3 lykwayes 
I, with consent of my lordis, hes maid the oath 
of fidelitie to him as he hes done to me, be the 
laying and touching with our handis the great 
evangellj and our superscriptiounes and great 
seallis interchanged thairvpoun, that nevir 
none of ws ssUl invaid ane vther for no maned 
pleasur, bot ssdl leive in peace and rest as 
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vther Christiane men and guid nighbouri^ 
should doe, Thairfoir I will desir the king of 
Scotland, for Almightie Godis sak, that he 
will sitt at home in his awin chyre, and latt 
me and the king of France pairt betuixt ws to 
seik the richt of my awin pensioun, quhilk is 
holdin from me vrongouslie be the pryd and 
avarice of France- Thairfoir I will desir him 
to sitt still and be judge to ws, and if .he does 
me no guid that he does me no evill, and show 
to him that it sail nather be gold, silver, landis, 
riches; nor rent, that sail stand in difference 
betuixt me and him ; and if he believes not 
this, send ane answeir haistilie againe ere I 
depairt out of Ingland to France, and I sail 
delyver his desires to thame, with any other 
thing that he will ask of me, etc. : And if he 
will faithfuUie keip his promeise to me, I sail 
incontinent, with consent of nobles, mak him 
duik of York and governour of Ingland to my 
homecuming, for the aires of Ingland must 
cum aither of him or of me : for I have non 
as yitt lawfuU of my bodie ; bot I hear say 
Margaret, my eldest sister, hes ane air maill 
of guid expectatioun. I pray God to blis him 
and keip him from his enemies, and that I may 
sie him in honour and estimatioun/' 
In this manner answeired the king of Ing- 
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land to the ambassadour, aiid rQwairdit hint 
ricMie at his way cuming, and gave him the 
priorieof Candinbeoke, qufailk was in rent bd 
yetr four thousand angell nobles, by the con* 
V^pnt thairof. So the ambassadour came home 
to Scoldaind haistiKe, and scliew the king of 
Inglandi^ answeir to the ' King of Scotland ft> 
manner forsaid. O0^ this- ans weir the king of 
Scodand was weill content, thinkand that he! 
onawayes could refaise' so fair offeris as ^his 
brother of law, the ki^ng of Ingland, had offers 
red to -him: thairfoir constilted with himselfF, 
and loonduidit with his^ counsall th^t he . wdufid 
not wvaid Ingland at that tyme for no &xqwo 
that « he ' had to ' France. Thairfbir the kin^ 
sent dway the bisoh6p> agaihe into Erahc^^' 
tl^ lie would not, nor might : not invuid ; Xng*^ 
land, to dmn in it with ahe armie^ be reaiquikiof 
his oathe and promeise maid to the king of lag^^ 
land in. the contrair thairof, hot he promeised 
to -send ane armie be sea to France to support 
thame ; and incontinent the king caused fur* 
nisch and victuall his great ship with. all kynd 
of ordourds^ and chused four weill practise and 
hardie men to be quarter maisteris of hir, and 
ihaidimy lord HamiUoun great captane of hir; 
and outlaid my lord Fleming vice admirall thair** 
of, to saill in the Margaret ; the lord £os in 
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the James, quhilk waa abo. on of the kingii 
great fllupes: qahilkis thrie.schipes war wdU 
fiimisched, aad maiiie lordis and barroojes in 
thame, to the number of ten thousand men^ 
who war weill arrayed lor battel]. And my 
lord Hamiltoun, earlie of Arrane, baWng the 
chaii^ of ihame to pas qnhair he pleassed» 
and speciallie to France, qohair the armie was 
lying for the iyme, debaitting.againesthe king 
of Inglandj.thinking be thair liupport to cans 
the king of Ingland returne; bat all was in 
vaine: for my lord Hamiltoun, great admiral! 
6f the navie, keipit no directioun of his mii&^ 
ter, the king, bot past vpoun the wast seais on 
the coast of Irliand^ and thair landit and bnumt 
Craigferguls, with all vtber villages, and then 
cam foment the tonn of Air, and thair landdCt 
iMd played thamselffis, and reposed) be the 
space of foortie dayes. 

In this meane tyxne bischop Forman being 
in France, who had promeised support to the 
king be his maisteris direc^iouii, and luikit 
Jayliefortbe curaing of the Scottisnueii ; hot 
becaiis he couild not sie Ids mattetris tak dffedt, 
he writt home verrie schyi'plie to the king, 
making snentionn to him that his honoiiris 
was tint for evir, if he send not support to tha 
kii^ of France. The queine of Franqe also 
9 
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"writt ane love lettre to the king of Scotland, 
nanaein^ him hir love, shewing him thai shoe 
had ^aflferred meikle rebuik for bis saikf in 
France, for the defending of his honour, 
quhairfdir shoe beleived that he wold recom- 
pence hir with sum of his kinglte support in 
fiiok ane neeessitie, that is, that hewold raise 
ane armie and cum thrie fute oh Inglis ground, 
for hir sak, and to that effect shoe sent hiiQ 
ane ring aff hir finger, worth fyAeine thou- 
sand French crounes. Quhen thes newts 
came to the king of Scotland, he would soarc^ 
lie beleive, for he knew Weill that his navie 
had not past the richt way; and schortlie 
thairefter he gatt word that they war landit ait 
the tonn' of Air, quha^pat the king' was greatlie 
displeased, for he beleived suriie that they had 
beine in France. Bot, becaus they keipit not 
fais directioun, he sent Sir Andro Wood and 
certane heraldis, and dischairged my lovd Ha- 
miltouato beadmirall any longer, and awowed 
to God that ha should nevir bruik heritage in 
Scotland efter that day. But this lord being 
young, notwithstanding he bard the terrible 
message of the king, yitt he would not give 
over hts office at the kingis qommand, bot 
pulled vp saillis and past quhairevir he pleas- 
ed, thinkand that he would cum to France in 
dew time. 
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The king hearing of this vnprosperous jor- 
ney, beleivand that France should gett no sup- 
pott of him for the tyme, caused mak proda- 
jnatiounes throw all Scotland, eist and west, 
south and north, aisweiU in the lUes as in the 
inland, that they should be in readines within 
tweotie dayes warneitig,to pas with himquhair 
he pleassed with fourtie day^ provisioun, and 
to ^eittjiim at the Burrow mure of Edinburgh. 
Thisi pr^clamatioun was haistiiie obeyed con* 
trair the leounsali of Scotlandis will. Yitt ne- 
virtheles, they both loved and feared him so, 
that they would not refuis^ him. 3Qt everie 
man gart roak his provisi^un according to the 
procUniatioim. 

Attthis.tyme the king came to )Iuithgow, 
quhair he was at the counsall v^errie sad and 
dolorous, makand his prayeris to God, to send 
him ane guid j^ucOes in hisi voyage* And 
Jtbaai'. cam ane man clad in ane blew, gowne, 
belted about .him with ane roll of lining, and ane 
pair of brottikines on his feitt, and all vther 
thiogis conforrae thairto. Bot he had nothing 
on his head, bot syd hair to his shoulderis and 
bald befoir. He seemed to be ane man of 
iiftie yeires, and cam fast fordwardis, crying a- 
mong the lordis, and speciallie for the king, 
saying, that he desired to speak with him. 
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quhiU at the last he cam to the dask qubair 

the king ivas at his prayeris. Bot when he 

saw the king be gave him kio due reverence 

nor saltxtatioun, but leined him donn gruf- 

lingis vpoun the dask, and said, ** Sir king, 

my mother has send me to the, desiring the 

not to goe qubair thow art purposed, quhilk 

if tbow doe, thow sail not fair weill in thy 

jomey, nor non that is with tbe. Fardder, shoe 

forbad the, not to mell nor vse the comisell of 

vomen, quhilk if thow doe, thow wilbe con* 

foundit and brought to shame/' Be this man 

had spokm thir wordis to th^ king, the evin 

song was iieir done, and the king paii^ed on 

thir wordis ; studiem^ to'give him ane answer. 

Bot in the meanetymie,bef6ir the kingis eyis, 

^nd in presence of the wholl lordis that war 

about him for the tyme, this man evaniscbed 

away, and could be no more seine. I heard 

Sir David Lindsay, lyon-herald, and Johne 

Inglis the marchell, who war at that tyme 

young men, and special! servandis to the kingis 

grace, thought to have takin this man, bot 

they could not, ihat they might have speired 

farther tydingis at him, bot they could 

not touch him. Bot all thir vncouth no* 

vellis and counsall could not stay the king 

from his purpose, and vicked interpryse. 
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bat hidsted him fast to Editibdrgh to mak him 
readie, and to mak provisioun for himself and 
his armie againe the said day apojrhtted. That 
is, he had sewia great cannones otit of the 
castle of Edinburgh, quhiikis was cs^Hed the 
Sewin Sisteriss, castin be Robert Borthik; 
and thrie maister gunneris, turniscbed with 
pouder and ieid to thame at thair pleasure ; 
and in the meane tyme Ihey wfir taking out 
the artillarie, the king himselff being in the 
Abbey, tiiair was ane cry heard at the mercatt 
croceof Edinburgh, about midnight, proclame* 
and, as it had beine,' ane summondi^, quilkis 
was called be the prodamer thairof, the sum- 
mondis of Platcok, desiring all earles, lordis, 
barrones, genthnen, and sundrie burgess with- 
in the toun,to eompeir befoir his minister with** 
in fourtie dayes, quhair it sould happin htm 
to be for the tyme, vnder the paine of disober 
dience; and so many as war called ivar de» 
signed be thair awin names. But w bidder 
this summondis wai^ proclaimed be vaine per- 
sones, night walkerts, for thair pa^yme, or if 
it was ane spirit, 1 cannot tell. But on indwel- 
ler in the toun, called Mr Richard Lawsoun, 
being evill dispossed, ganging in his gall- 
rie, irtart foment the croce, hearing this 
voyce, thought marvell quhi^ it should be : 



«o lie ctyed for his servand to bring him his 
purs, aod tuik ane croitn and kest it over the 
stair, saying, *' I for my pairt appeallis from 
your summidndis and judgment, and takis me 
to the mercie of God/' Werrilie he qiiho 
caused me orooicle this was ane sufficient land* 
it gentlman, who was in the tdun in the mearie 
tyme, and was then twentie y^ires of aige ; 
and he swore efter the feild thair was not ane 
Hiaii that was called at that tyme, that escaped 
except that' on man, that appailled from thair 
jodgmentis. Thirnewisspredthroogh thetoun 
on the morne, and came to the kingis eares^ 
whogave thaihe but little credence : nor would 
he give no credance to no counsail, signe> nor 
tokin that maid againes his purpos, hot refused 
ail godlie coupsall, quhilk was for the weill of 
his croun and countrie ; nather would he vse 
any counsail of his wyse and prudent wayff, 
Margaret queine of Scotland ^ for no prayer 
nor supplicatioun that shoe could mak him^ 
showaod that shoe had hot one sone to him, 
quhilk was over weak ane warrand to the 
realme of Scotland ; and that it was over soone 
to him to pas to battell, leivand so few succes- 
sion behind him. Thairfoir schoe desired 
him to stay quhill God should send thame 
9M>re 6ttccessi<Hin of thair bodies 3 for shoe as- 
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diired him, if he past in Inglahd at that iyibCf 
that he would g6tt battell. Yitt this wyse aad 
loviiig counse^l could not ht ta^ne in gaid 
pairt be hin),.becaas shoe was tb^king of Ing«- 
ktndis sister. Albeit tliis lioble voinan labour* 
ed alsmeikle as shoe could for the wieill of 
hir husbahd, and als for the lore shoe buir to 
hir brother 4he/ king of Iiigland, shoe desired 
that no discond might be between the' two 
realmes in hir tyme. Bot nothing could stay 
the king* bot ford wardis he went to the.Bor-^ 
row HMire, quhair all his earles» lordes^ bar- 
ronei»^ and burgeasis war asseipblit, and all 
manner of man betuixt saxtie and saxtetne, spi« 
ritaall and temporally burgh and land, ille&men 
and vtheris ; quhilkis. amonted to. the number 
of a hundreth thousand fighting men> by car^ 
riage men and artilliaris^ who had the chairge 
of fyftie schott of c^nnones ; and passed ford- 
ward to the East Toun, and camped thair all 
night ; and on the morne went to Wark and 
Norhame, and kest thame doun, and thaicefter 
went to Foord and kest it doun, quhilk did 
gritt skaith to the kingis men, in the falling 
with the timber thairof. Some sayes the ladie 
Foord, being anc bewtifuU voman, tlie king 
melled with hir, and the bischope of St An- 
drois with hir dochter^ quhilk was againes the 

3 
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ordour of all guid captanes of wiirre to begine 

at whordome and harlottrie, befoir ony gjaid 

succes of battell or victorie. Bot doubtles sick 

proceidingis is oftymes Ihe occasioun of ane 

evill succes. Alwayes, the king remained 

tliair the space of twentie dayes/ without b*t- 

telU or no appeirauce of the same, quhill the 

most pairt ofthair i^ictuaHis war spendit, and 

speciallie the faitet oorlhland ynenis, and thfe 

Hies menis, that they ^ar forced to* goehome 

to furnisch the same : and ev^ri.e lord and bar*. 

rohe send home of his speciall servandis (Cfjt 

new provisioun : so that thair abod not above 

ten thousand men with the king, by bordererbi 

and countrie men. Yitt the king tuik nofear; 

for he beleived that the Inglischm^n sholiki 

not have given him battel! at that ty me. Botthlii 

vicked ladye Fuird, sieing the kingis hoast so 

disperst, for. laik of victuallis, and knew all 

the secreitis that war amongest the kingis men, 

and the intenlioun of the king himselff, and 

secreit counsall, quhilk knawledge shoe had 

be hir frequent whordome with the king, 

quhilk moved hir to ask licence of the kidg to 

pas innerward in the countrie, to speak with 

certane of hir freindis, saying to the king that 

shoe should bring him all newis out of the 

south countrie, quhat they War doeing, or 
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(]lihat was thair purpoi^e to doe, and thairfbir 
shoe desired the king to retnane thair till hir 
return. And he againe, as. an efFeminat prince, 
subdewed and intysed be this vicked votnan, 
gave hir haistilie credence in this matter, and 
beleived all that shoe had said to be trew. So 
h^ caused convoy her ane litle space from 
tk^ hoast ^ shoe desired But this ladie 
Fuird being ttiyndfuU to kelp ho credit 
with the king, for the love shoe buire to hir 
native countrie, shoe past haistilie to the earle 
of Surrey, quhair he was lyand at York, at that 
tyme, and shew to him the haill secreittis 
of the king, and how many he was, and quhair 
his armie lay, and quhat poyntt they war att, 
and how his men war disperst, and past from 
him for laik of victuallis, and that thair was 
not abyding with him but ten thousand of all 
his great armie. Quhairfoir shoe counsalled the 
earle of Surrey to cum fordwardis vpoun him, 
assuring him of victorie, by hir ingyne, for 
shoe should deceave the king, also farre as 
shoe might, and put him in the Inglismenis 
handis. Thir novellis being showin to the 
earle of Surrey, be this vicked voman, he 
greatlie rejoyced thairat, and thanked hir 
greatunilie for hir laboures and paines, that 
ishoe tuik for hir native countrie, promiseand 



to hir, tbad withSa thrie dayes he ikm\d mfeitfc: 
the kilig of Scotland. - 

In the meane tyme lettres came to the «aHe 
of Surrey* that Jfiis soiie the lord Howard was 
landit at Dover, ahdsexlbousdnd m^n with hint 
of the beat warrioure$ c^ all king Harries ar-* 
ibie» send to him be the king, Who i^as lying 
in France, seiking his ^ensioun, and gott itrord 
that the king of Scotland was cum in Ing- 
land, invaiding hid reaime, for love of France, 
and contrair the law of God» and both tl>e 
teaJmes of Scotland and Ingtand, considder* 
lAg tliie promeiss, baiidis, and allyanceis maid 
betuixt the tuo pairties and realmes, as we 
have sbowin befoir. Notwithstanding the 
king of Inglalad lamented heavilie the Ynkyiid« 
aes of his guid brother ; and thairfoir be writt 
his commissiouil to the earleof Surrey^ that he 
should be the leivtennent ior the tyme> and to 
raise the haiU bodie of the realme, and to cans 
thame pas fordward vpoun the king of Scot- 
land, to defend the realme, giveanri him an e^ 
pres oommand that he schouM not pursue thd 
k^ttg of Scotland be no manner of way, hot in 
his awin defence. The earle of Surrey bear- 
mg the letleris of comnrissioun presented bt 
his sohe, was verrie rejbyced, and tuik sick 
TOurage at ikmhwat cuming of his soue with 
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such an armie, that he assemblit all that he 
might be»and maid thair musteris incontinenty 
quhilk came to the number of fyftie thousand 
men. The captanes thairof was the earle of 
Surrey, and the lord Howard, principal! go- 
vernouris of the hoast ; and the lord Dacres, 
merschall, and the lord Westmoreland, and 
the Pierces of Northumberland, war the chief* 
tanes of the vanguard; and so in all possible 
haist merched towardis the Scottis, quhair they 
lay for the time, to witt at Flowdoun hillis, tak- 
and no fear of enemies to invaid thame, and 
in speciall of the Inglismen, for the king nor 
none of his council knew of the earle of Sur- 
reyis cuming, nor beleived not to have gottin 
battell of him^ nor of no other of Ingland at 
that time, considdering the king himselff was 
not present in the realme. So the king of 
Scotland being so insolent, and having no fore- 
sicht nor moyane . in the countrie, lay still, 
taking no fear, as ane man incounsdlable, 
who would doe nothing for bis lordis and cq>- 
tanes, nor for the safegaird of his hoast, nor 
Weill of his nobles, nor for obteining of victor 
rie, hot lying awaiting still, for the ladie 
Foordis in cuming; but in vaine, for shoe 
came not again, quhill the Inglisch armie cam 
with hir. So the king of Scotland nevir knew 
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the cuming of the Inglismen, qahill thair 
wholL armies war within the space of thrie 
Scottis mjlles to him arrayed in sewin great 
battellis. 

Quhen thir novellis war schowin to the king 
of Scotland^ he would scarcilie beleive thame, 
but lap vpoun hors^ and road to the head of 
ane hill to sie, which^ when he saw thame 
cuming so fast fordward he caused very coura- 
giously, and with ane manlie countenance, to 
sound his trumpettis and put his men in array, 
and ordained to chairge his artilkrie, and mak 
all readie. ' In this mean tyme the lordis past 
all to ane counsall, thinkand that they would 
not suffer the king to give battell at that tyme 
to ane man of inferiour degrie. 
Qnhen the lordis went to the counsall the 
king disguysed himselff and cam privilie and 
hard everie lordis vot, and quhat was thair 
conclusion ; to witt, the lordis cliairged lord 
Patrik Lindsay to be chancellQur, and first 
votter of the counsali, becaus he was of great- 
test aige, and had best experience amongest 
thame all c^ sick affaires. So they inquyr« 
ed of him, if the king sould give battell at that 
time ,lo Ingland or not. The lord Lindsay 
being ryplie adwysed in this matter, sieing the 
proceiding and conversatioun of the king, an^ 

VOL. I. s 
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sweired, *' My iordis^ yea desir my (^uoo» 
if the king sail give battell to inglaod or not I 
My lordi8> I will give yow ane simiUtudf dep 
siring yow to knaw my mynd be the same*^ 
for I compare your Lordschipis to ane honest 
merchant, that wold in his voyage goe to dyoe 
with ane common haxarter, and thair to jeo<« 
pard in his playing ane rose noble, at aae ca^l^ 
againest ane glyed halfpennie, quhilk if Ibia 
m«rchand wines, it wilbe aooooipted litle or 
small ; but if he tynes, he tyiies his honour 
with that noble peace oi gold, quhilk is oi fava 
greater value. So my lordis, yea may yndet^ 
stand by this, that yea will be called the m«» 
chafid, and your king the rose aofale, and Ing* 
land the common hasarter, who hes nolUng 
to jeopard but ane halfpeiini^, in ccmipariaone 
of our noble king, and ane old cruiked carle ia 
ane chioriott. Quhairfoiri I think my lordis, 
if Inglaud respectis ane old croiked cwrle ia 
ane chariolt, although they tyne him tkey 
iyxke but litle, bot if we hajtard our QoUe 
prince at this tyme, and happin to tyne him, 
we wilbe called evil merchandis, and lar wais 
counsallares to bis majestie; for if we lyiie 
him, we tyne the haill realme of Sootlandv to« 
gidder with the nobilitiie tfaairof, for aooe ar 
biddiB .with ws at this tyme bot nobles and 



geoktimea: sal (xtoteb^Hi^ not dbicwit ft>t;i»^ 
t(6 hazard our telffit with ane old cioked cairb 
and ane mm^etr. of soutteri^ nod toil^o^m ; 
but better it war to caua tbe king to rtidOye 
am eertana^of hia lordis, wUb biin»' wb^m hp 
thtiUciaittioit expedient to tab Ibe matter id haod^ 
and haitard theoiselffiff 6ic the biafli» pk«3Qiir 
and their owio hoQOttr» aadrthe i^^ondiiiiattn 
Weill of the couotrie at ibis tyme, and if j^oulr 
lofidstfhipes wiUcoDohid i|i this.iaanjer^ I hold 
it best in jii^r .apinimi/''. Be tki^i lord Lind^jr 
bad tFotod in this iinan ner* tbe haiU lordis oon- 
senfed to \m c^nikaifm^ aod thairtoi aominat 
ieotftainelQiidiaLtotaik tha batteU ia h&oA, tbat 
ie to say^ the J9ari etfiHuntlie ia the north, the 
earlre^ of Argjrlerlhe ea(4e of Granvfol'd^ aod 
the earle idMamlaall i aod in.the weat part of 
Seetland, the earie« of Olencairne^ the iofd 
Graheme, tba lood Matxwett ; and' ia the ^south 
Ihe eaole of Angwsy tbe earle BotbwdU* th9 lord 
HoMaeclbii) te be ^the ruUeris ^f the kitf^iiS 
boast, and. tb %ht agaio^t loglaod, mA ib^ 
king^^topeas with oertetae of bis iK^Uiti^, $af^ 
litle from the armies qub^ir be> oiight §ie tbe 
valioDt aofis on hcNtb. ^yii»* This beiog coo- 
clodit with the wkoH lardi^fi.the kiag b^ing 
iMar hand by, ^ H bftVQ »?hi»wjin yoft bi^foijr, 
)topttfttrth> vbb9$jp^i9k9a|ring, '< My }0rdis> I 
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sail fight this day with lagland, and ye had 
all sworne the contrair, yea altbo' ye wold 
leive me and file, and shame your selffis, ye 
sail not shatne me as ye devyse; and as^to 
iord Patrik Lindsay^ that hes given the first 
vott> I awow to God I sail neyir sie Scotland 
sooner, nor I saU cans hing him over his awin 
yett/' Thus the lordi's war astonisched at the 
kingis answeir, sieing him in ane furie, war 
faine to satisfie his pleasour, and servp his ap- 
pettit in all things as he cotpmandit. 

Be this the watchmen schew the king that 
the Inglisch armie was cuming near vtkU} him, 
within the spaice of ane Stottis n;iylK Then 
the king commandit irfuUie and furiouslie to 
sound his trompettis, and put his men in or- 
dour of battell : to witt» he gave the vangmrd 
to my lord Huntlie, and to my lord Home, who 
war in number aucht thousand men, and took 
the great battell to himself with all the whoU 
nobilitie of Scotland, who exceeded nottwen- 
tie thousand men ; and merched fordward ane 
litle in the sioht of the Inglisch armie, who war 
' then cuming over the bridge to thame. Then 
the maister glinnep cam to the king on his 
knies, desiring licence to sohott his ordnance 
at the Ingli^h armies quhill they wan earning 
^over iHe. bridge of l^yll, quhair he promeised. 
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>nder thie paine of deid, that he sould ciltt the 
bridge, quhair the pattest prease of Jtiglis 
armie was; for he said he had stelled his can« 
tiones for that effect, and thairby sould destroy 
and droun the most pairt of thatne. The king 
answeired this gunner, Robert Borthwick, lyk 
to ane man bereft of all witt'and judgment, 
saying, *^ I sail caus hang' the and quarter the 
if thou schott a schott this day, for I will have 
thame all in plaiiie feildis befoir me, and aissay 
thame, quhat they can doe/' Be this the In- 
glismen war all ciitn over the bridge, and the 
vangairdis war near marching togidder,. and 
the trumpettis soundit, and the vangairdis 
joyned, to wittthe earle of Huntliei aitd the 
lord Home, with bdrdereris and couutriie men to 
the number of aught thousand men, $md qq the 
other syd, the Inglis irangaird, quhaifi^i w9j8 my 
lord Pearcie, and my lord Westmoreland, with 
all the haill bordereris and co.untrtemenjthair^ 
of, in lykmanner. Quhilk palrties ' jpyued 
with ahe tmible attd crud feafd; .and great 
slauchter niaid on both the sydh s^t t^ec &m 
assault. The bowm^i, and they: with tuo 
handtt swordis, defendit thamseUfis Hrerrie m^n- 
fullie, who war in the eiarle of Huntli^ i^ 
the lord Hoomes companie. Yitt nwirtheles 
be sound of trumpett they retired verrie Ivari- 



280 CRONICUS OF SCOTLAND. 

nes, nor wa^ requisit io aking: for thelnglifh 
men war rekoned to be thryse als maoie in 
number as the Scottismen, and so mapie of 
thanie as war left alyve, retired thamselffis to 
the earle of Sarrey, and the lord Howard his 
sone : and retired that night ane little from the 
feild, and fled that night on their foottes, 
quhill on the morne at nyne houris^ not k^naW" 
ing who had wone or tint the feild. And in 
lyk maner, the lord Home stood all that night 
on his foott, quhill on the morne, with aught 
thousand men witli him ; and on^the morne he 
hearing no din nather of Scottismen nor In- 
glismen, he depairted and left the kiogis ar- 
tillarie in the feildis behind him> quhilk be 
might have reskued and brought with him if 
he pleased. 

The Inglismen hearing that the lord Home 
was retired, they conveined the number that 
they might be, and had away the kingis artil* 
larie with thame to Barvick, quhair meikle of 
it remaines to this day ; and syne they cam 
throw the feild^seiking thair noble and princi« 
pall men that war slaine,. and to have spyed 
if they could have seine the king of Scotland. 
Bot they could not find him, albeit they fand 
sundry in his luferay ; for the same day of the 
feild he gaused ten to be in his awin luferay, 
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Ijk. Tnto his awin present apperrell, amonges 
quhom* was too of his awin guard : the on 
called Alexander M^CuIlo, and the vtber the 
sqnyer of Cleisch, who war both verrie lyk 
in makdome to the king; and so they tuikon 
of thame^ whom they thought lykest to the 
king, and kest him in ane chariott, and had. 
him with thame into England ; hot trew it is 
they gott not the kii^g, becaus they had nevlr 
the tokin of his yron belt to schow to no Scot- 
tisman. 

This sorrowful battell was striken and endit 
at Flowidone hill the nynth day of September 
the yeir of God 1513 yeires, and of his rignc 
the twentie fyve yeir. 

James the Feird vnhappilie slaine in this 
manner, with manie of his nobles, not by the 
wisdome or manhood of Inglismen, hot by 
the kingis awin wilful misgovernance, who 
Wold vse no counsall of his nobles in defence 
of his honour, and preserving of his armie : 
bot vsed his awin sensuall pleasoures, quhilk- 
is war the cause of his vtter ruine. Thairfoir 
all other princes sould tak example be this 
wilfull and incounsallable prince ; for although 
he was the head, they war the bodie, without 
the quhilk he could not stand, quhilk was also 
a pairt of the occasioun of the death of this 
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Stout and maiilie prince, who not onli^ waar 
the cans of his awin death, but of all bis nobi* 
Htie and barrones, etc. for this was als cruell 
ane feild for on as evir was stricken betuixt 
Scotland and England. Bot we will latt him 
rest with God, and speak of his sone king 
James the Fyft, etc. 
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